Wind Farm site status (as of 14/04/10)
Seven sites have been bought to the Councils attention to date by prospective developers, most of which are located between Market Harborough and Lutterworth. 

· Site 1 Swinford Wind farm (Nuon Renewables) – Swinford/Walcote – Application submitted 09/04/08 – 11 turbines with 125m blade tip height (08/00506/FUL).  Approximately 1900 properties were consulted within the parishes of Swinford, Misterton & Walcote, South Kilworth, North Kilworth, Cotesbach, Shawell, Catthorpe, Westril & Starmore.  13 Parishes were consulted, and 6 site notices were erected around the site.  Approximately 40 other stakeholder bodies were also consulted.   The Local Authority sought professional advice to independently assess the applicants Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment.  As a result of this, further work was requested by the LPA to address the issues raised.  Furthermore, further work was carried out by the developers in an attempt to address the comments made by English Heritage regarding the cultural heritage implications of the proposal.  The application was appealed against non-determination by NUON and was recovered for determination by the Secretary of State.  A Public Inquiry into the proposal was held in July 2009.  Consent for the scheme was granted by the Secretary of State in December 2009.
· Site 2 – Sparrow Lodge (Wind Direct) – North Kilworth– A Planning Application for an Anemometer (07/01688/FUL) was granted - this has now been erected on site.  An application was received on 15/07/08 (08/00980/FUL) for the erection of a single wind turbine with 125m blade tip height.  Residents within the villages of North Kilworth, Husbands Bosworth, Walton & Upper Bruntingthorpe were consulted.  14 Parishes were also notified and 2 site notices were erected around the site.  Approximately 40 other stakeholder bodies were consulted.  The official consultation period expired on the 2nd September, however, HDC as the Local Planning Authority, has indicated that it is happy to receive representations throughout the consideration of the application.  Additional information regarding noise and visual impact was submitted by the Applicants at the request of the LPA and re-consultation on this additional information was undertaken.  Furthermore, an objection from Coventry Airport in relation to radar operations has now been withdrawn.  The application was presented to Planning Committee in December 2009, however, following a large amount of late information, Officer’s recommended deferral of the consideration of the proposal to allow additional points to be addressed.  The developers are currently considering these issues and their options for progressing the scheme.
· Site 3 – Low Spinney Wind farm (Broadview Energy) – Ashby Magna/Gilmorton – Application submitted 11/02/09 – 4 turbines with 125m blade tip height (09/00174/FUL).  Approximately 1900 properties were consulted within the parishes of Ashby Magna, Gilmorton, Dunton Bassett, Peatling Parva, Leire, Ashby Parva, Bitteswell, Lutterworth, Broughton Astley and Willoughby Waterleys.  22 Parishes were consulted, and a number of site notices were erected around the site.  Approximately 40 other stakeholder bodies were also consulted.   A Planning Application was also approved for the erection of an Anemometer Mast to measure wind speeds (08/00890/FUL).  The developers held public meetings within the vicinity of the development during June and October 2008 and a further meeting was held on Tuesday 3rd February 2009.  The Local Authority sought professional advice to independently assess the applicants Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment.  Meeting between the LPA, English Heritage and the developers were also held to discuss the issues raised by English Heritage regarding the cultural heritage assessment of the proposal.  The application was appealed against non-determination by Broadview.  The Council’s putative reasons for refusal of the scheme were based upon a lack of information to a) prove that no harm would be caused to residents through noise, and b) that there would be no detrimental impact upon cultural heritage assets.  Additional information was submitted prior to Christmas, and, following consultation with experts in both fields, the LPA decided that its putative reasons for refusal had now been addressed and that it would not defend them at the appeal.  The Inquiry was held in February 2010. Consent for the scheme was granted by the Planning Inspectorate in March 2010.
· Site 4 Gartree Wind farm (Energy4All) – Market Harborough/Foxton/Lubenham – Application submitted 01/10/09 - 3 turbines with 125m blade tip height (09/01220/FUL).  Approximately 1300 properties were consulted within the parishes of Foxton, Lubenham, Gumley, Great Bowden and Market Harborough and a press release was printed in local papers.  15 Parishes within HDC were consulted, with a further 3 in Northamptonshire, and a number of site notices were erected around the site.  Approximately 40 other stakeholder bodies also consulted.   A Planning Application has also been approved for the erection of an Anemometer Mast (08/00732/FUL) on a temporary basis, the developers have now removed the mast.  The developers have contacted the local parishes regarding a possible “community scheme” and public meetings were held within the vicinity of the development during June and October 2008.  The Developers also held a further public consultation event in July 2009.  As with the other schemes in the District, the Local Authority secured professional advice to independently assess the applicants Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment.  The 16 week determination date for the proposal was 22nd February 2010.  The application was presented to the Planning Committee on 26th January 2010 with a recommendation for refusal based on 4 separate issues, all of which were agreed to by the Planning Committee.  The developers are now within a period of 6 months within which they are entitled to appeal against the decision, however Officers have received no indication to date from the applicants as to their intentions for the proposal.
· Site 5 – Brook Wind Farm (ProWind) – Shangton/Tur Langton – 3 turbines with 125m blade tip height.  An Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Scoping report was submitted to the Council on 22/01/09, consultation on this paper has been carried out with relevant statutory consultees and local parishes have been notified.  An application for an Anemometer is expected to be submitted to the District Council in the first half of 2010.
· Site 6 – Wakerley Farm – North Kilworth.  Permission was granted 19/06/09 for a 60m high anemometer mast in order to collect wind speed data.  The applicants gave no indication as to the details of any proposed scheme, and to date, no further contact has been made regarding any potential wind turbine application at the site. 

· Site 7 – Valley View Farm – Tilton on the Hill – 1 turbine with 47m blade tip height.  An application has been submitted to the Council on 4th January 2010.  Properties within approximately 750m have been consulted.  9 Parishes within HDC have been consulted, and a number of site notices have been erected around the site.  Approximately 25 other stakeholder bodies have also been consulted.   The 8 week determination date for the proposal was 1st March 2010. The application was presented to the Planning Committee on 13th April 2010 with a recommendation for refusal based on 2 separate issues, both of which were agreed to by the Planning Committee.  The developers are now within a period of 6 months within which they are entitled to appeal against the decision, however Officers have received no indication to date from the applicants as to their intentions for the proposal.
· Site 8 – Thistle Farm – Illston on the Hill – 1 turbine with 25m blade tip height.  An application was submitted to the Council on 16th March 2010.  Properties within approximately 1500m have been consulted.  4 surrounding Parishes have been consulted, and a site notice has been erected at the site.   The 8 week determination date for the proposal is 11th May 2010. Officers hope to present the application to the Planning Committee in April or May 2010.  
To see the range of sites currently being considered within the District within the context of what is happening throughout the Country, please visit the BWEA website at http://www.bwea.com/ukwed/
