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1. 
Introduction

1.1
Increased development of renewable energy resources is vital to facilitate 
the 
delivery of UK renewable energy targets – one element of the 
Government’s strategy to tackle climate change and secure our energy 
supplies. The UK target is for 10% of electricity from renewable sources 
by 
2010, and 15% by 2015. Wind energy is part of the solution. Local
 Planning 
Authorities including Harborough District Council will have a role  
in 
considering future planning applications for wind turbines – either on an 
individual basis or as part of a “wind farm”.  
1.2
Wind energy developments can give rise to a number of effects, the type 
and extent of which will vary depending on the nature and scale of 
the 
proposed development and its location. Such effects might include 
wildlife; 
nature conservation; visual appearance; landscape; traffic; 
archaeology & 
heritage; noise; shadow flicker; or broadcast interference.
1.3
This guidance note therefore sets out advice for those preparing planning 
applications within Harborough District to ensure that all appropriate 
evidence and information is submitted in order to ensure that prompt 
decisions are made. 
2.
Wind Turbines

2.1
Planning permission is required for all wind turbines and wind farms where the installed capacity is 50 MW or less (wind turbine developments of over 50 MW capacity will be considered by the Secretary of State for Energy). This includes turbines for:

domestic purposes 


hospitals 


factories 


farms 


schools 


serving other individual buildings 

3.
Applying for planning permission 

3.1
Planning applications for wind turbines and wind farms should be submitted on the appropriate forms. The application must also be accompanied by the appropriate plans.  Planning application forms, 
fees and explanatory notes can be found on our application forms and fees page of the Councils website. 

3.2
The Council expects applicants to demonstrate evidence for the choice of site and location and to submit its technical evidence gathering in respect of options investigated as part of the Environmental Statement. Examples of the factors applicants may wish to consider in appraising appropriate sites are set out at para 37 of technical Annex 8 to ‘Planning for Renewable Energy: A Companion Guide to PPS22’. Onshore turbine installations are mostly sited on ridgelines to exploit the topographic acceleration where the hill or ridge causes the wind to accelerate over it. The additional wind speeds gained in this way make large differences to the amount of energy that is produced. The Council will request that local wind monitoring with anemometers is carried out and that data collected from such equipment submitted to accompany the planning application and made publicly available.  The Council cannot refuse a planning application if this information is not submitted.  The only information which the Council can insist is submitted as part of a planning application is that which is pursuant and informative to the Environmental Impact Assessment.  This follows guidance set out at para 32 of technical Annex 8 to ‘Planning for Renewable Energy: A Companion Guide to PPS22’. It should also be noted that, although the Council are unable to assess the viability and efficiency of the scheme, in the interest of transparency and to help enable the local community to understand the predicted efficiency of the proposed development, the Council will request data and seek to secure anemometer readings over a 12 month period prior to the application being determined. 

3.3 For smaller installations where such data collection is too expensive or time consuming, the Council will expect that wind-power sites will demonstrate trees or vegetation that are permanently "cast" or deformed by the prevailing winds. Another way of demonstrating the validity of the chosen site is to prepare a wind-speed survey map, or use historical data from a nearby meteorological station.

3.4 In addition to the information relating to wind speed set out above, a full list of the information required from a developer as part of the planning application is set out at paras 85 and 86 of technical Annex 8 to ‘Planning for Renewable Energy: A Companion Guide to PPS22’. This lists the information needed to accompany a development which does not require an Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) and the information needed for an EIA development.


4.
Relevant Policies
4.1
At the national level, relevant policy is contained within the following documents:

PPS1 Supplement: ‘Planning and Climate Change’ (DCLG, December 2006)

PPS22: ‘Renewable Energy’ (ODPM, August 2004)

‘Planning for Renewable Energy: A Companion Guide to PPS22’ (ODPM, December 2004)

4.2
The Regional Plan for the East Midlands is currently in draft form (final publication expected June / July 2008), is available online at www.emra.gov.uk and contains the following relevant policies:

Policy 38: Regional Priorities for Energy Reduction and Efficiency

Policy 39: Regional Priorities for Low Carbon Energy Generation

4.3
The Harborough District Local Plan (adopted in 2001) may be viewed online at www.planningportal.gov.uk and contains the following relevant policy:

Policy RM/19 Renewable Energy
5.
Environmental Impact Assessment

5.1 If an Environmental Statement is not submitted voluntarily with an application, most turbine applications will require that the Council carry out an Environmental Impact Determination under the Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations.
5.2 In many cases (for example less than 2 turbines or where the hub height does not exceed 15 metres) applications for individual turbines for domestic purposes may not need to be accompanied by an Environmental Statement but you should contact the Council to discuss this.
5.3 Where it is determined that an Environmental Statement is not required, the Council may nonetheless require the applicant to provide additional information to enable it to process the application – e.g. a noise assessment, ecological study or information on interference with emergency fixed links. Each application will be judged on its own merits and additional information will depend on the individual circumstances. 

For example:


site location, 


turbine height, 


site designations such as landscape designations or conservation areas. 

other localised impact 
5.4
Most applications for single large turbines or wind farms that produce 
energy for the National Grid need to be accompanied by an Environmental  
Statement. Each application will be judged on its own merits and 
additional 
information will depend on the individual circumstances, in accordance with 
planning policy and other material considerations. 

Topics to be covered should include aspects of the environment most 
likely to be significantly affected by the development, including population, 
fauna, flora, soil, water, air, climate factors, material assets, including the 
architectural and archaeological heritage, landscape and the inter-
relationship between the above factors. 

An environmental assessment should consider: 

• Impact on geology, soil, hydrology and water features including possible contamination during construction. 
• Impact on wetlands and protected habitats. 

• Visual impact including cumulative impact of the proposal plus existing windfarms and other proposed windfarms which have been the subject of a planning application. 

• Impact on the character of the landscape/area, including cumulative impact as noted above including assessment of remoteness/wilderness, for example by tranquillity mapping where appropriate. 

• Climate/emissions, adverse and beneficial effects. 

• Impact on population – noise, public safety, employment/economic benefit. 

• Shadow flicker. 
In all of the above four points developers will be expected to have taken due care to apply government policy and guidance intended to minimize harmful effects on the local population.
• Electromagnetic effects including air navigation, power lines, TV and radio transmission, and other telecommunications equipment. This would include impact on emergency services communications. The developer is advised, prior to submission of a planning application, to have consulted the Wind Energy and Aviation Interests - Interim Guidelines (Pre-Planning Consultation Form available from the DTI/MoD/CAA/British Wind Energy Association.) 

• Access and traffic during construction and after construction, including haul routes to the site. 

• Ecology, flora, fauna (baselines studies essential) including cumulative impact with existing and proposed. 

• Archaeology including cumulative impact with existing and proposed. 

• Listed Buildings. 

• Disturbance during construction. 

• Grid connection. 

• Use of natural resources including sources of materials to be used on site, transported to the site or removed from the site. 

A Non-technical summary of the information should be provided in the Environmental Statement.  Sufficient number of copies of the Environmental Statement should be submitted to enable the Council to carry out consultations. 
Copies of the ES must also be made available by the Developer at an address within the locality of the proposal. The applicant should state if a charge is to be made for a copy of the ES. 
Note: visual impact should address overall height of turbines, alternatives assessed (height and layout), visual impact of access roads, substations and ancillary equipment. 

The above must include an assessment of the likely significant effects of the proposal during the construction phase and during operation and possible decommissioning. The inter-relationship between effects and mitigation measures proposed must be addressed e.g. archaeology and landscape. 

6. 
Sources of further information

6.1
Best Practice Guidelines for Wind Energy Developnent 


British Wind Energy Association   

http://www.bwea.com/pdf/bpg.pdf
6.2
Planning for Wind Energy – Informing Local Development Documents


TCPA ./ British Wind Energy Association   
http://www.bwea.com/pdf/ILDD.pdf
6.3
For detailed information on environmental impact  and other issues 
concerning planning for the development of renewable energy, please 
refer to PPS22, and its companion guide. Both 
documents 
can be 
viewed on the internet via the following link:

http://www.odpm.gov.uk/stellent/groups/odpm_control/documents/contentservertemplate /odpm_index.hcst?n=5681&l=3
6.4 Renewable Energy Foundation – independent organisation promoting renewable energy and landscape conservation.  

http://www.ref.org.uk
Energy data on current installations is available
http://www.ref.org.uk/energydata.php






