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Green Spaces Audit and Consultation
Why we need your help?

Harborough District Council maintains a data base of green spaces throughout the District. This information was originally collected in 2004, and has been updated as new green spaces have been created or green spaces have fallen out of use.

As part of the significant task of determining the Green Space provision within the District of Harborough, we would like you to review the information and plans that have been prepared for each Parish. If you have any comments, amendments or additions please  complete the following questionnaire for each new or amended site. It is critical to the whole process of assessment that you complete the questionnaire as accurately as possible for new sites and any amendments. 
To ensure the effective planning of open spaces, sport and recreation within the district as a whole it is essential that the needs, attitudes and expectations of communities and land owners are known. It is therefore important for you as a Parish or stakeholder to represent the views of your Parish and local resident population.

Please note that where a site contained in the Green Spaces list has not yet been mapped on the GIS system, it is highlighted in yellow. Any new sites that are submitted as Open Space Sport and Recreation sites will be assessed by officers for their suitability and only included if they meet minimum criteria for accessibility and community use. The decision to include sites on the database of Open Space Sport and Recreation sites will be for Harborough District only, and will not be subject to appeal, It is therefore important that any new sites submitted are presented with sufficient evidence to enable officers to make an informed decision.
What do we mean by Green Space?

Green Spaces are considered to be: 
i) 
Open Space, Sport and Recreation sites, 
ii)  
wildlife sites as defined by Leicestershire and Rutland Wildlife trust, and 
iii) Local Green Spaces (LGS) as defined by the National Planning Policy Framework.

Open Space, Sport and Recreation sites  (OSSR)
The overall definition of open space within the Planning Practice Guidance is : 

Open space, which includes all open space of public value, can take many forms, from formal sports pitches to open areas within a development, linear corridors and country parks. It can provide health and recreation benefits to people living and working nearby; have an ecological value and contribute to green infrastructure (see National Planning Policy Framework paragraph 114), as well as being an important part of the landscape and setting of built development, and an important component in the achievement of sustainable development (see National Planning Policy Framework paragraphs 6-10).
Please note that open space, sport and recreation sites can be of public value irrespective of ownership and therefore we collect information about all.

The different typologies of open space have categorised as follows. The 9 categories are :

· Parks and Gardens 



· Provision for Children & Young People

· Natural and Semi-natural greenspaces

· Outdoor Sports Facilities 

· Green Corridors and Greenways


· Allotments and Community Gardens

· Amenity Greenspace

· Cemeteries and Churchyards

· Civic spaces

All open spaces are assessed by area (i.e. hectares) apart from green corridors and Greenways  that are assessed in length (metres). The definitions can be found later in the guidance.
Any new Open Spaces Sport and Recreation sites submitted as part of this consultation should also include  information, where known, about the site owner, so that  they can be consulted and the landowner’s support or otherwise be included within the submission.
Local Green Space (LGS)

Local Green Space designation is a way to provide special protection against development for green areas of particular importance to local communities. The Local Green Space sites included on the parish maps are for those proposed as suitable as LGS (coloured green) and those deemed to be unsuitable as LGS (coloured red). The LGS sites have been included for information purposes only and do not require further comment.
Local Green Space designation is for use in Local Plans or Neighbourhood Plans. These plans can identify on a map (‘designate’) green areas for special protection. Anyone who wants an area to be designated as Local Green Space should now get involved in neighbourhood planning. We are not at this time seeking new Local Green Space for inclusion in the new Local Plan, as this call for sites was completed in 2015. However Neighbourhood Plans can designate Local Green space on behalf of communities.
The Local Green Space area needs to meet the criteria set out in paragraph 77 of the National Planning Policy Framework. Whether to designate land is a matter for local discretion. For example, green areas could include land where sports pavilions, boating lakes or structures such as war memorials are located, allotments, or urban spaces that provide a tranquil oasis.
The NPPF states that Local Green Space designation is not appropriate for most green areas or open space. The designation should only be used:
• where the green space is in reasonably close proximity to the community it serves;

• where the green area is demonstrably special to a local community and holds a particular local significance, for example because of its beauty, historic significance, recreational value (including as a playing field), tranquillity or richness of its wildlife; and

• where the green area concerned is local in character and is not an extensive tract of land.
Wildlife Sites

Records of Local Wildlife Sites are maintained by Leicestershire and Rutland Wildlife Trust (LRWT), and they have been included as part of this consultation so that communities can see the Wildlife Sites that are already valued in the District.

A map of all Local Wildlife Sites and protected species records can be obtained from Leicestershire County Records Office. The maps included as part of this consultation for each Parish include wildlife sites, to inform people of important areas for wildlife in the District. 
It should be noted that new Local Wildlife Sites can be designated and also new records of protected species can occur at any time and LRWT should be contacted for further information. 
Communities can consider (in accordance with land owners) including Local Wildlife Sites as green space in a neighbourhood plan to offer them some protection against development. As well as protecting Local Wildlife Sites and protected species, communities have an opportunity to identify existing habitat corridors that may be used by wildlife to move between areas of habitat.
What don’t we mean by open spaces?

Some examples of what we don’t mean by open spaces within this study include :

· off-highway open space – e.g. grass verges on the side of roads

· small insignificant areas of grassland or trees – for example on the corner of the junction of 2 roads
·  incidental open space and landscaping i.e. in and around a block of flats etc
· farmland and farm tracks
· private roads and private gardens
Types of Open Spaces

Many open spaces are multi-functional. For example, a grass pitch is probably used for children’s play, exercising dogs or jogging as well as formal sports. We need to classify each open space by its ‘primary purpose’ so that it is counted only once in the audit. 

Open Space Sport and Recreation sites sub categories and Definitions

	Type


	Definition
	Primary Purpose

	Parks and Gardens
	Includes urban parks, formal gardens and country parks


	· informal recreation

· community events.

	Natural and Semi-natural Greenspaces
	Includes publicly accessible woodlands, urban forestry, scrub, grasslands (e.g. downlands, commons, meadows), wetlands, open and running water and wastelands. 
	· wildlife conservation,

· biodiversity

· environmental education and awareness.

	Green Corridors
	Includes towpaths along canals and riverbanks, cycleways, rights of way and disused railway lines.
	· walking, cycling or horse riding

· leisure purposes or travel

· opportunities for wildlife migration.

	Amenity Greenspace
	Most commonly but not exclusively found in housing areas. Includes informal recreation green spaces and village greens. 
	· informal activities close to home or work

enhancement of the appearance of residential or other areas

	Provision for children and young people
	Areas designed primarily for play and social interaction involving children and young people. 
	· equipped play areas

· ball courts

· outdoor basketball hoop areas

· skateboard areas

· teenage shelters and ‘hangouts’

	Outdoor Sports Facilities
	Natural or artificial surfaces either publicly or privately owned used for sport and recreation. Includes school playing fields.
	· outdoor sports pitches

· tennis and bowls

· golf courses

· athletics

· playing fields (including school playing fields)

· water sports

	Allotments 
	Opportunities for those people who wish to do so to grow their own produce as part of the long term promotion of sustainability, health and social inclusion. May also include urban farms.
	· growing vegetables and other root crops

N.B. does not include private gardens

	Cemeteries & Churchyards 
	Cemeteries and churchyards  including disused churchyards and other burial grounds.


	· quiet contemplation

· burial of the dead

· wildlife conservation

· promotion of biodiversity

	Civic Spaces 
	Civic and market squares and other hard surfaced community areas designed for pedestrians.
	· markets

· setting for civic buildings

· community events

· 


Step by Step Instructions to Completing the Questionnaire

(1) Review the Green  Spaces List and maps for the Parish
Review the list and plans
· Each Parish has a list of Green Spaces and several maps saved as pdf and MS word files. This will allow those reviewing and commenting on the existing Green Spaces to identify what is already captured. The entire parish should be available on these plans, with the built area in more detail.
Make comments or amendments/deletions  on existing sites
· This should be completed on a site by site basis, using the name of the site and reference number if one is available. The submission form should be used to make all comments, and it is preferred that this is returned in word format for easier processing. 

· If, in your opinion, a site needs to be deleted from the list, this can be done by email with a comment given for the reasons. These will be assessed by officers and a decision made whether the deletion is appropriate.

Adding new sites to the list
· The submission form should be used for each new site that is submitted either electronically or by a paper submission.
· Complete the form using the guidance notes found on the next page. Please read the specific guidance notes for the table before completing any of the requested information. Remember that to include a new site sufficient information will need to be given to justify the inclusion.
· Complete the table for all open spaces as defined by the definitions and primary purpose irrespective of ownership.
· A plan will need to be provided for the location of the new site with the reference you have used on the submission form indicated on the plan. Please print the plans provided for the Parish and indicate in red pen or highlighter the boundary of the site you wish to submit or use the MS word version to add a new site using the ‘insert’ and ‘shapes’ tab on the menu bar.
· Remember to include the site owners contact details so that they can be contacted and allowed to make representations about the proposal. If this has not been done the site may be automatically rejected by officers.

Complete the following representing the Parish and its residents. Please rate each site simply by ticking the appropriate box. Don’t forget to rate each site listed
(2) Complete the Level of Use section of the Table 

· Please refer to the instructions located in the guidance table below  .

(3) Complete the Quality Analysis section of the Table 

· Please refer to the instructions located in the guidance table below.

(4) Complete the Accessibility Analysis section of the Table
· Please refer to the instructions located in the guidance table below.
(5) Return the Submission Form and Map

· Return the questionnaire and map to Harborough District Council.

NOTE : If your parish is not included in the list of parishes on the HDC website, then there are no green spaces within the Parish boundary. You may submit new open spaces for consideration. Please contact Matthew Bills          ( m.bills@harborough.gov.uk ) for copies of a plan of the Parish.
Explanation of the headings used in the Green Spaces List

Ref Number – The reference HDC uses to identify sites in the Councils ownership. There may be a reference for other green space, but this is not always the case. A reference starting with LGS is for sites submitted for Local Green Spaces. 

Name – The name of the Green Space 

Area – the size of the green space in m2 where available

Location – the Settlement or Parish name 

Electoral Ward – the electoral ward, if available, in which the green space is situated 

Category – the category of Green Space. Open Space Sport and recreation sites (split into 9 sub categories – see table above) Local Green Space sites and Wildlife sites.

Recommended as Local Green Space? – this indicates whether the site has been recommended for designation as Local Green Space in the Local Plan and is for information only. Those sites with a red indicator are not being recommended as LGS, those with a green indicator are recommended as Local Green Space sites. A further statutory consultation on Local Green Space will take place as part of the Local Plan preparation. Local Green Spaces are not being sought as part of this consultation, and comments concerning the designation, or not, of Local Green Space should not be made as part of this consultation. Note: Local Green Space can only be designated when the Local Plan is adopted or a Neighbourhood Plan is ‘made’
Status -  Indicates whether the site is managed or maintained by HDC or others. If the site is maintained by others it is probably either privately owned or maintained by a Parish Council.

Description – a brief description of any assets, features or species within the site

Comments – any further comments about the site

Acquired Date – the date the site was acquired by the owner, if available.
	Guidance Notes – Completion of the submission form

	Ref No
	This automatically allocates a number for each ‘open space’ site that you may refer to at any stage during this assessment questionnaire.

	Name ( of site)
	Please provide either the official name of the site, the name that you would normally use to refer to the site or provide a brief description e.g. corner of Main Street and New Road. Only write down each open space once despite that it may have a number of uses. Refer to the definitions and primary purpose.

	Category of Open Space 
	Please indicate with a tick (() or in the checkbox the type of open space. Please refer to the definitions and primary use table provided.

	Ownership Status
	Complete the table for all open spaces as defined by the definitions and primary purpose irrespective of ownership. Please state in this box who owns the site. Normally this will be the Parish Council, District Council or possibly another agency such as the Forestry Commission or Waterways Board. In some instances the site may be privately owned.

	Management Status
	Please state in this box who manages the site. Normally this will be the same as ‘ownership’ but in some cases it may be different. For example – the District Council may own the site but a community group or Parish Council manages the site.

	Tick Box 

(Boundary of site on map / Site Labelled on map)
	Please indicate in the check box to confirm you have drawn the boundary of the site on the map with a red pen or highlighter pen or used the word version of the map to draw the polygon round the site. Also confirm you have labelled the site on the map with the appropriate site number.

	Description of Specific Facilities Available
	Give a brief description of any specific facilities available at the site. For example – play areas within a park, 2 tennis courts, changing rooms etc

	Level of Use
	We need to take account of the usage by both people and wildlife. For example, a natural greenspace may not be used by people but is used everyday by wildlife and therefore should be graded as ‘high’ usage. Please provide a rating for each site with a tick (() or in the appropriate check box. Some definitions to help are outlined below:

· High / Significant - the area is used either everyday or almost everyday by either people and/or wildlife

· Often - the area is used fairly often by either people and/or  wildlife 

· Low / Insignificant - the area is used but not very often.

· No Use - the area is not used.

	Comments/ reason for nomination or representation

	You should give information her to justify the inclusion of a new site. Why is the site important to the community? How is the site used by the community? Has the site owner made comments and what are they?

	Please now give an overall rating for each open space. We appreciate that this may be difficult in some circumstances but please make an informed guess or estimate rather than leaving the question blank.

	Quality of the site
	Representing the parish and its residents, please rate the quality of the site. In doing so take account of quality factors for the overall area in terms of the sites condition and fitness for purpose. Ask yourself whether the sites in question are good or bad and whether usage opportunities are hindered by quality factors?


	Accessibility of the site
	Representing the parish and its residents, please rate how accessible each site is taking into account key accessibility factors for the overall area such as cost, distance from majority of households, opening times, pathways, cycleways, signage etc. If the open space is privately owned and there is  no formal access arrangement in place  then please rate the accessibility as ‘very poor’. 


GENERAL ANALYSIS

	Ref No.
	New site/Amendment/ deletion (select as appropriate)
	Name of Site / Reference of Site
	Type of Open Space (TICK ONE)

	
	
	
	
	
	Level of Use (please tick)
	Quality 

(please tick)
	Accessibility (please tick)

	
	
	
	Parks and Gardens


	Natural and Semi Natural     Green Spaces
	Green Corridors and greenways

	Amenity Greenspace


	Young People and Children


	Outdoor Sports Facilities


	Allotments &  Community              Gardens
	Cemeteries &  Churchyards


	Civic Spaces                


	Ownership/ Management
	Description of Specific

Facilities

Available
	Comments/ reason for nomination or representation

	Boundary of Site drawn on map (please tick)
	Site Labelled on the map with appropriate site number (please tick)
	High / Significant
	Often
	Low  / IInsignificant
	No use
	Very Good
	Good
	Average
	Poor
	Very Poor
	Very Good
	Good
	Average
	Poor
	Very Poor

	1


	New/ Amend/Delete

	 

 Anywhere Park


	(
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	District
Council
	2 play areas &

1 tennis court
	Tennis court no longer used
	(
	(
	
	(
	
	
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	2


	New/ Amend/Delete

	 

 No-name Rd Common


	
	
	
	(
	
	
	
	
	
	Parish

Council
	nature reserve
	The usage has increased by wildlife because of nature reserve
	(
	(
	(
	
	
	
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	3


	New/ Amend/Delete


	 

Comeand Play Area


	
	
	
	
	(
	
	
	
	
	Parish

Council
	-------------
	Play area dismantled and removed
	(
	(
	
	
	
	(
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	4


	New/ Amend/Delete

	 

 Diggery Road Allotments


	
	
	
	
	
	
	(
	
	
	Private
	Allotment plots
	12 plots created 2014
	(
	(
	
	
	
	(
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	5


	New/ Amend/Delete

	 

St Paul’s C of E Church


	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	(
	
	Church
	-------------
	
	(
	(
	
	(
	
	
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	6


	
	 


	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	7
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