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Open Spaces 
Strategy Vision 

Summary of NPPF Requirements 

Protect Open 
Space: 

To prevent the 
loss of open 
space sites and  
prevent the loss 
of access to 
open space for 
recreation 

  
 

70. To deliver the social, recreational and cultural facilities and services the 
community needs, planning policies and decisions should: 
• guard against the unnecessary loss of valued facilities and services, particularly 
where this would reduce the community’s ability to meet its day-to-day needs; 
74. Existing open space, sports and recreational buildings and land, including 
playing fields, should not be built on unless: 
• an assessment has been undertaken which has clearly shown the open space, 
buildings or land to be surplus to requirements; or 
• the loss resulting from the proposed development would be replaced by 
equivalent or better provision in terms of quantity and quality in a suitable 
location; or 
• the development is for alternative sports and recreational provision, the needs 
for which clearly outweigh the loss. 

Enhance Open 
Space: 

To ensure that 
the best use is 
made of 
existing open 
space and that 
new open 
space is well 
designed and 
appropriate to 
provide 
opportunities for 
recreation for 
all. 
  
 

17. ... planning should: promote mixed use developments, and encourage 
multiple benefits from the use of land in urban and rural areas, recognising that 
some open land can perform many functions (such as for wildlife, recreation, 
flood risk mitigation, carbon storage, or food production) 
28. Planning policies should support economic growth in rural areas in order to 
create jobs and prosperity by taking a positive approach to sustainable new 
development. To promote a strong rural economy, local and neighbourhood 
plans should: 
• support sustainable rural tourism and leisure developments that benefit 
businesses in rural areas, communities and visitors, and which respect the 
character of the countryside; 
• promote the retention and development of local services and community 
facilities in villages, such as local shops, meeting places, sports venues, cultural 
buildings, public houses and places of worship. 
81. Once Green Belts have been defined, local planning authorities should plan 
positively to enhance the beneficial use of the Green Belt, such as looking for 
opportunities to provide access; to provide opportunities for outdoor sport and 
recreation; to retain and enhance landscapes, visual amenity and biodiversity; or 
to improve damaged and derelict land. 

Enable Open 
Space: 

To ensure that 
new, good 
quality open 
spaces are 
planned for, 
delivered in a 
timely way and 
meet the 
current and 
future health 
and recreational 
needs of the 
community they 
serve. 
  
  

17. ... planning should: promote mixed use developments, and encourage 
multiple benefits from the use of land in urban and rural areas, recognising that 
some open land can perform many functions (such as for wildlife, recreation, 
flood risk mitigation, carbon storage, or food production); 
70. To deliver the social, recreational and cultural facilities and services the 
community needs, planning policies and decisions should: plan positively for the 
provision and use of shared space, community facilities (such as local shops, 
meeting places, sports venues, cultural buildings, public houses and places of 
worship) and other local services to enhance the sustainability of communities 
and residential environments; 
73. Access to high quality open spaces and opportunities for sport and 
recreation can make an important contribution to the health and well-being of 
communities. Planning policies should be based on robust and up to date 
assessments of the needs for open space, sports and recreation facilities and 
opportunities for new provision. The assessments should identify specific needs 
and quantitative or qualitative deficits or surpluses of open space, sports and 
recreational facilities in the local area. Information gained from the assessments 
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 should be used to determine what open space, sports and recreational provision 
is required. 
156. Local planning authorities should set out the strategic priorities for the area 
in the Local Plan. This should include strategic policies to deliver: 
• the provision of retail, leisure and other commercial development; 
• the provision of health, security, community and cultural infrastructure and 
other local facilities; 
158. Each local planning authority should ensure that the Local Plan is based 
on adequate, up-to-date and relevant evidence about the economic, social and 
environmental characteristics and prospects of the area. 
171. Local planning authorities should work with public health leads and health 
organisations to understand and take account of the health status and needs of 
the local population (such as for sports, recreation and places of worship), 
including expected future changes, and any information about relevant barriers 
to improving health and well-being. 

 


