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Neighbourhood Planning was introduced by the Localism Act 2011 to give people the 

opportunity to shape the future development of their town or parish by creating a 

Neighbourhood Plan. In 2014, the adjoining parishes of Kibworth Beauchamp and 

Kibworth Harcourt took the decision to create a joint Neighbourhood Plan covering 
both parishes. On 7th November 2014, Kibworth Beauchamp Parish Council, as the 

relevant body, applied to Harborough District Council for the designation of the areas 

covered by Kibworth Beauchamp and Kibworth Harcourt as the Neighbourhood Plan 
Area. This was made on 16th January 2015 and work on the Kibworth Neighbourhood 

Plan began. 

 
The Plan has been produced by an Advisory Committee, appointed by and reporting 
to both parish councils, after careful consideration of many consultations and responses 

from the community and a wide variety of stakeholders. Detailed consideration has 

also been given to other sources including local survey information and higher-level 
planning policies and guidance. 

This Neighbourhood Plan reflects community-wide observations, comments, concerns 

and aspirations about planning, development and related issues until 2031, the 
timescale covered by the Harborough District Council Local Plan. Our Plan has two 

audiences: the first is Harborough District Councilôs Planning Department and Planning 
Committee, who will ultimately use the policies contained within to help determine 

planning applications as they relate to the Kibworth villages; the second is the 

communities of the Kibworth villages who have contributed to the process of 
developing the Plan and have voted to support it through a Referendum, so that it has 

become a part of the Development Plan for the District. 

 
Because it is necessary for the Neighbourhood Plan to be understood by the local 
community, where district-wide policies are referenced, the actual policies are 

replicated in the text rather than merely referencing the policy source. It is hoped that 

by doing this, the document will be more transparent and accessible to all readers. 

We are grateful to officers at the Local Authority and to the wider community for their 

involvement. The Kibworth area is an attractive and popular place in which to live, and 
the contribution from people who care about their community and want to make it 

better for generations to come is greatly appreciated. 

 
 
Chris Wood Chair, Kibworth Neighbourhood Planning  Group. 

1 INTRODUCTION 
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A Neighbourhood Plan is an opportunity for local people to create a framework for 
delivering a sustainable future for the benefit of all who live or work in the area or 
visit it. 

The right for communities to prepare Neighbourhood Plans was established by the 
Localism Act 2011 and the rules governing their preparation were published in 2012. 
The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) states that a Neighbourhood Plan 
gives the community ñdirect power to develop a shared vision for their neighbourhood 
and deliver the sustainable development they needò (NPPF para 183). 

The Kibworth Neighbourhood Plan will ensure the neighbourhood gets the right types 
of development in the right locations. It also establishes planning policies in areas 
related to housing, the environment, community facilities, the local economy and 
transport that will be used in determining decisions on planning applications across the 
Kibworth villages. These policies will add local detail to the strategic policies of 
Harborough District Council and Leicestershire County Council. Aspects requiring 
community action to be progressed further are also identified alongside the planning 
policies. 

A Neighbourhood Plan is part of the statutory Development Plan for the area and this 
statutory status gives it far more weight than other local documents such as parish plans 
or village design statements. However, a Neighbourhood Plan must also be compatible 
with European legislation, have regard for national policies and be in general 
conformity with existing local strategic planning policy. Whilst every effort has been 
made to make the main body of this Neighbourhood Plan easy to read and 
understand, the wording of the actual policies is necessarily more formal so that it 
follows these statutory requirements, known as óbasic conditionsô. 

Robust evidence is the foundation on which a Neighbourhood Plan must be based. This 
includes evidence of community engagement and consultation and how the views, 
aspirations, wants and needs of local people have been considered alongside 
stakeholder comment and statistical information to justify the policies contained within 
the Plan. 

2 WHY NEIGHBOURHOOD PLANS ARE IMPORTANT 
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Neighbourhood Plans help communities to guide and shape development in their local 
areas. These powers give local people the opportunity to shape new development, as 
planning applications are determined in accordance with national planning policy and 
the local development plan, and Neighbourhood Plans form part of this Framework. 

Working in partnership with Harborough District Council, a Neighbourhood Plan 
Advisory Committee was established representing the Parish Councils of Kibworth 
Beauchamp and Kibworth Harcourt to drive the process forward. An application was 
made to Harborough District Council for designation as a neighbourhood planning 
area and this application was approved by the District Council in January 2015, after 
a six-week consultation period. 

To progress the Neighbourhood Plan, several theme groups were established 
comprising representatives from the community, local groups and organisations and 
Parish Councillors. The Theme Groups each focussed on a given topic area to consider 
different planning issues which were to be addressed in the Neighbourhood Plan. 
These were: 

 

¶ Housing and the Built Environment 

¶ Employment and Retail 

¶ Community and Leisure Facilities 

¶ Transport and Access 

¶ Environment 
 
The Advisory Committee and Theme Groups met on a regular basis, and worked 
throughout the preparation of the plan to engage residents in helping to formulate 
objectives and proposals. 

Information about the Neighbourhood Plan and early consultation work included 
publication of annual reports, and newsletters sent to each household and published on 
the Kibworth Neighbourhood Plan website as well as each Parish Councilôs website. A 
questionnaire survey was also sent to all households in the Kibworth villages in late 
2015. The results of the questionnaire informed the content of the Draft 
Neighbourhood Plan. 

3 WHY WE NEED A PLAN FOR THE KIBWORTH VILLAGES 
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The purpose of the Neighbourhood Plan is not to duplicate the planning framework 
developed by Harborough District Council, but to: 

Å Refine and clarify how Harborough District Councilôs planning policies should be 
applied to development proposals that affect the Parishes of Kibworth 
Beauchamp and Kibworth Harcourt; 

 

Å Set out specific development proposals for certain defined areas within the 
Parish; 

Å Document aspirations that are intended to help determine the suitability of 
possible future development proposals; 

Å Establish local design principles for new development; Protect specific 
important local buildings and services; 

 

Å Safeguard important environmental areas within the two Parishes. 

 
This Neighbourhood Plan sets out a planning framework for the Kibworth villages up to 
2031, to help ensure that the distinctive character of the Parishes is maintained and 
enhanced for future residents to enjoy. The two Parish Councils see it as part of their 
role to promote the Kibworth villages and to take or strongly influence local decisions 
that will serve the best interests of the community in the years to come. 

There is recognition that sustainable development is not only necessary but desirable, 
as without it our community may stagnate. However, we want to influence and direct 
the shape and nature of the development and where within our Community it takes 
place. In this our overall aim is to maintain and enhance the character and setting of 
the Plan area, which is defined by an historic and attractive built environment, an 
easily accessible rural environment, open views, extensive Conservation areas in both 
villages and vibrant communities. Consultation has shown us that it is these 
characteristics, and the amenity value and wellbeing benefits that go with them, that 
local people value most highly. 

A Neighbourhood Plan cannot be used to prevent development and we have been 
very clear from the outset that KNPG embraces new development but wishes to control 
and channel it in the interests of the local community. Having a Neighbourhood Plan 
gives us the opportunity to identify the best ways to deliver development, directing it 
towards what the local community needs and wants, while protecting our natural 
environment and heritage assets and ensuring a more sustainable future for ourselves 
and future generations. 

This Plan has been prepared, following extensive consultation, by members of the 
community alongside the Parish Councils with these goals in mind. We have embraced 
the NPPFôs core principle of ña presumption in favour of sustainable developmentò and 

4 THE PURPOSE OF THE PLAN 
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have approached our task as a ñcreative exercise in finding ways to enhance and 
improve the places in which we live our livesò (NPPF para 17). 

The emergence of the draft Local Plan for Harborough, due to be Adopted in late 
2017, has caused concern within the local community as one of the Options proposes a 
minimum of an additional 1,200 homes as part of a Strategic Development Area within 
the boundary of the two Parishes. This volume of development is considered excessive 
locally as the road network is under considerable pressure and local facilities such as 
schools and medical services have limited scope for expansion and are close to 
capacity. 

The draft Neighbourhood Plan is prepared on the understanding that the decision 
about housing numbers will be taken by Harborough District Council prior to the 
Neighbourhood Plan being 'Made'. The other options as they affect the Kibworth 
villages are for 56 or 0 new houses up to 2031. The Plan is based on the largest non- 
strategic option (56) being chosen by Harborough District Council. 

 

 

The Plan Area as designated by Harborough District Council on 16 January 2015 
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SECTION TWO - NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN POLICIES 
 
 
 
 

 
A) INTRODUCTION 

 
The purpose of the UK Planning System as set out in the NPPF is to achieve sustainable 
development. This means ensuring that providing for the needs of the current 
generation does not make life worse for future generations. This Neighbourhood Plan 
has the need to secure sustainable development at its heart. This includes how much 
new development is required to meet the needs of the local community, where it should 
best go and how it should be designed, both for now and in the future. This 
encompasses all proposals for development which requires planning approval from the 
very smallest, such as an extension to a house, to larger housing developments and 
employment proposals. 

The Parish Councils will take a positive approach to the consideration of development 
proposals that contribute to sustainable development. This includes working with 
Harborough District Council, Leicestershire County Council, the local community, 
developers and other partners to encourage the formulation of development proposals 
which clearly demonstrate how sustainable development has been considered and 
addressed, and can be approved without delay. 

 
NPPF paragraph 11 states that applications for planning permission must be 
determined in accordance with the development plan unless other material 
considerations indicate otherwise. Once the Kibworth Villages Neighbourhood Plan has 
been made, the policies will form part of the development plan along with those in the 
adopted Harborough Local Plan / Local Development Framework. The Policies in the 
Neighbourhood Plan provide more locally specific requirements to help achieve the 
communityôs vision for the area. 

 
The Community Actions (set out in the Appendices) do not form part of the 
Neighbourhood Development Plan. 

 

B) LIMITS TO DEVELOPMENT 
 
The purpose of Limits to Development is to ensure that sufficient sites for new homes 
and economic activity are available in appropriate locations that will avoid impinging 
into the local countryside. 

Limits to Development have been defined by Harborough District Council in the 
Adopted Core Strategy for Villages such as the Kibworth villages that are seen as 
suitable settlements for development. The Core Strategy makes it clear that such a 

1 A SUSTAINABLE KIBWORTH 
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measure is important to clarify where new development activity is best located. The 
Core Strategy defines the extent of a built-up part of a settlement and distinguishes 
between areas where, in planning terms, development is acceptable in principle, such 
as in the built-up area of the village, and where it would not be acceptable, generally 
in the least sustainable locations such as in the open countryside. 

The Limits to Development define the extent of the built-up part of the settlement 
where development is generally acceptable in principle and distinguishes it from the 
open countryside where development will only be acceptable in special circumstances 
in accordance with national planning policy. 

The Neighbourhood Plan proposes to designate Limits to Development for the villages 
of Kibworth Beauchamp and Kibworth Harcourt. This updates the Limits to Development 
currently used by Harborough District Council and draws a line around the existing 
built-up area. Within the Limits to Development, new development proposals should be 
suitably designed, taking into account the local design guidance and should avoid 
those areas that are safeguarded from development. 

Focusing development within the agreed Limits to Development will help to support 
existing services within the villages and help to protect the countryside and the 
remainder of the Plan area from inappropriate development. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Limits to Development 

 
 

In drawing up the Limits to Development, the Neighbourhood Plan has followed the 
following principles: 

1. Generally, open areas of countryside ï agricultural land, meadows, woodland 
and other greenfield land (except for residential land) ï have been excluded; 
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2. Planning permissions that already exist for residential or employment 
development on the fringes of the settlement are included; 

3. Isolated or sporadic development that is detached from the main built-up area 
is excluded. 

 
The revised Limits to Development are tightly drawn around the built-up area of the 
Kibworth villages in recognition of the amount of development that has taken place in 
the Plan area over recent years and the recommendation contained in the Harborough 
District Council New Local Plan Options Consultation Paper (September 2015) updated 
in October 2016 which proposed additional housing requirement over the plan period. 

 

POLICY SD1: LIMITS TO DEVELOPMENT 
 
Development shall be located within the Limits to Development as defined on the 
Proposals Map unless there are special circumstances to justify its location in the 
countryside outside the Limits of Development. 
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A) INTRODUCTION 

 
 
The two villages of Kibworth Beauchamp and Kibworth Harcourt are served by a wide 
range of services and amenities. They have been designated a Rural Centre by 
Harborough District Council as they have more than four of the six essential facilities 
needed for sustainability. 

There are two schools, two GP surgeries and a pharmacy which are all centrally 
placed in the village of Kibworth Beauchamp. Other facilities include a library, post 
office and shops. These facilities are complemented by restaurants, pubs and 
accommodation for community groups. The villagers also benefit from having two 
places of worship; St Wilfridôs Church and Kibworth Methodist Church. 

There are over 50 groups that are active in the parish covering activities as diverse as 
sport, local history and yoga. Many of these groups meet in the historic buildings within 
the villages such as the Village Hall and Grammar School Hall. 

The villages also enjoy golf, cricket, tennis and bowls clubs plus a large and proactive 
scout/guiding group. Parks and open spaces are also seen as important amenities in 
the area. They include childrenôs play areas and a skateboard park for young people 
although facilities for young people in the plan area are limited. 

The NPPF supports the development of community facilities as does the Harborough 
District Council Core Strategy. 

The Kibworth villages has a strong community ethos and the retention and in some 
cases enhancement of these facilities is important for the future sustainability and 
wellbeing of residents of the villages. 

 
 

B) EDUCATION 

 
I) Pre-school Provision 

 

The Kibworth villages have two pre-school services and three private day nurseries. A 
fourth pre-school closed in 2015 when the premises were returned to The Kibworth 
School to accommodate additional GCSE PE provision. Kibworth CE Primary School is 
considering the possibility of offering pre-school provision on the school site. 

The government currently provides funding for children age 3+ to access 15 hours of 
free preschool provision each week, with plans to increase this to 30 hours per child. 
Children in the Kibworth villages though have more limited access to pre-school 
provision, both in terms of the quantity and quality of facilities, than in many other 

2 COMMUNITY  SERVICES  AND AMENITIES 
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parts of Leicestershire and nationally. Demand in the Kibworth villages far outstrips 
supply and the rapid rise in numbers has resulted in some children, entitled to 15 free 
hours per week, only being able to access 3 hours due to high demand. The cohort has 
also changed significantly, with a growing number of children from disadvantaged 
families. 

Planned and proposed development across the Kibworth villages will place additional 
pressures on preschool provision and an objective of the Neighbourhood Plan is to 
ensure that children aged 3-5 years in the Plan area can access pre-school provision 
locally. 

 
POLICY CSA1: PRE-SCHOOL PROVISION 

 
An increase in the number of pre-school places in appropriate quality accommodation 
which would meet the government target of 30 hours per child per week is supported 
subject to the accommodation: 

 

1) Being safely accessible by pedestrians. 
 

2) Including outdoor spaces for children to play, learn and develop. 

 
 

ii) Primary and Secondary Schools 
 

 

Kibworth Primary School 
 

The Kibworth villages have one large three-form entry Primary School, with 545 pupils 
on roll at start of 2015/16, increasing to 624 for 2016/17, 6 below the capacity. It is 
a Church of England school and part of a multi-academy trust, Discovery Schools 
Academies Trust. It was judged Outstanding by Ofsted in 2010 and Outstanding by 
the Diocese of Leicester in its most recent Statutory Inspection of Anglian and Methodist 
Schools (SIAMS) inspection in 2015. 

 
The school has agreed an increased Pupil Admission Number (PAN) of 90 from 
September 2016 and a maximum Number on Role (NOR) of 630, and is reviewing its 
admission policy for 2018/19 and beyond to help manage pupil numbers. It is built 
three additional classrooms and extended the hall in 2016 to ease pressure on space 
following 30% growth in the past five years, but any further growth places the quality 
of, and access to, primary education in the Kibworth villages at serious risk of harm. 
This is confirmed by Harborough District Councilôs Kibworth Settlement Profile (2015), 
which states that the school has óno capacity to meet dwelling growthô. 

 
Access to the school along a small residential road, Hillcrest Avenue, and the 
dangerous congestion and parking it causes, is also a major concern. The 
Neighbourhood Plan seeks to ensure that children living in the Kibworth villages can 
attend schools within that area. 



13  

The Kibworth School (Secondary) 

 
The Kibworth villages have one secondary school, The Kibworth School (TKS), a high 
attaining 11-16 Academy, with an educational history that can be traced back over 
many centuries. It was judged by Ofsted in 2013 as being ñGood with outstanding 
behaviourò. The school became a converter academy in October 2011. It is an 
expanding school which currently has 716 students on roll. 

 
Since July 2015, it has had an admission number of 175 making a total NOR (Number 
on Roll) of around 875 students. It converted to 11-16 status in September 2015 and it 
remains a popular school of choice for local families. 

 

It was formerly known as Kibworth High School which, until August 2015, was an 11-14 
Leicestershire High School. The school campus is situated on Smeeton Road, south of 
Kibworth Beauchamp, close to the boundary with Smeeton Westerby. Students are 
currently drawn from a wide catchment area from a range of local communities. 
Because of imminent expected changes in the age range of schools in Oadby and 
Market Harborough, together with the impact of Leicestershire County Council policy 
regarding free school transport, governors have now decided that, with effect from 
August 2017, they will not name feeder schools in their new admission policy. 

Owing to the schoolôs popularity, extra classroom space is to be provided from 
September 2016, but increased learning capacity is still required given the likelihood 
of more students needing places as a result of housing development in the area. The 
school also requires extra infrastructure provision, including office and car parking 
spaces as well as new teaching areas. 

The school is likely, however, to resist expansion beyond a maximum of 875 students as 
it is felt important to retain the character and ethos of a medium size establishment 
offering a closer working relationship between members of the school community. The 
family atmosphere that has been a positive feature of this setting, over many years, 
continues to be held in high esteem and is the reason for a high level of parent support 
and over subscription. 

Safeguarding considerations remain paramount in any plans for future expansion and 
the management of increased numbers of students around the building has to be 
carefully handled. In addition, whilst recognising that many students have to be 
ñbussedò to and from school, a growing number of them are forced to use the very 
narrow footpath along Smeeton Road, and challenges continue to be presented by 
some parents parking their cars on the road outside school at the end of the school 
day, thereby increasing congestion. 

 

 
POLICY CSA2: SCHOOLS 

 

Proposals for the expansion of existing schools in the Parishes will be supported where 
it can be demonstrated that: 
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1) Expansion would not exacerbate existing access-related or traffic circulation 
problems, or that suitable mitigation measures are brought forward as part of 
the proposal: 

 

2) There is no loss of land already used for recreation by the schools; and 
 
3) The development would not result in a significant loss of amenity to residents or 

other adjacent users. 
 
Proposals for a new school will be supported where it can be demonstrated that the 
development: 

 

4) Would be safely accessible for pedestrians and cyclists, and is well-related to 
bus routes and/or there is adequate provision for waiting school buses to park; 

 

5) Has appropriate vehicular access, and does not adversely impact upon 
traffic circulation; and: 

 

6) Would not result in a significant loss of open space, amenity to residents or 
other adjacent users. 

 

 
iii) Adult and Further Education 

Currently, there is no adult education or training available in the villages. Residents of 
the Plan area must travel to other areas such as Market Harborough, Oadby and 
Wigston access adult learning. The Neighbourhood Plan recognises the importance of 
adult education and wishes to support access to quality education and training for 
residents of the Plan area. 

 
 

C) LEISURE 

 
i) Clubs and Groups 

 

The two villages are served by a wide range of leisure activities. There are a number 
of well- developed clubs covering a number of interests for most age ranges. These 
include the larger sports clubs, such as the golf, tennis and cricket clubs who have their 
own premises and the smaller groups who meet in community buildings such as the 
village and grammar school halls; although lack of car parking and facilities for the 
disabled are concerns mentioned by some clubs about several venues that are used. 
Most social activity groups can be accommodated in the community halls/rooms, 
although only the village hall can accommodate 120+ people. 

The provision of space for children/youth activities is limited. In particular this affects 
the scout and guide groups. Their current premises (scout hut) are unable to 
accommodate all the children who wish to join. The groups would benefit from 
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additional or new premises. They have significant waiting lists and would benefit from 
premises that are suitable for their activities and allow generous storage of equipment. 

The Fusion Youth Club meets at the village hall which is adequate in size but needs 
more volunteers to ensure continuation of this valuable amenity. The Club did not 
operate between December 2016 and October 2017 due to lack of trained leaders. 

Only four clubs have seen a significant increase in membership in recent years, 
although 32 clubs envisage some increase if there is further housing development in the 
Plan area. 

The Neighbourhood Plan Club Questionnaire highlights the lack of parking for the 
village hall, scout hut and at times the Grammar School Hall. Respondents also felt that 
the Grammar School Hall was near to capacity. 

The envisaged rise in future club activities and participants including the scouts and 
guides groups will potentially need the provision of a multi-functional facility capable 
of accommodating the needs of the scout/guide groups including their storage. This 
facility should be centrally situated with relevant car parking and disabled facilities; 
with the ability to accommodate other group activities. The purpose of this policy is to 
ensure that residents of the Plan area have access to quality sporting facilities, child 
play areas and accommodation for social club activities. 

 
 

POLICY CSA3: MULTI-FUNCTIONAL COMMUNITY CENTRE 
 

The Plan would support proposals for a multi-functional community centre which: 
 

1) Is within the Limits to Development; 

2) Meets the design requirements in Policy H7; 

3) Has the capacity to accommodate scout/guide groups and their storage 
requirements; 

4) Will not result in unacceptable traffic movements, noise, fumes, smell or other 
disturbance to residential properties; 

5) Will include adequate parking provision; and: 

6) Is of a scale appropriate to the needs of the locality and is accessible for 
residents wishing to walk or cycle. 

 
 

ii) Sporting Facilities 
 

Kibworth Beauchamp has a reasonable number of sporting facilities and groups 
including junior football. There is a thriving cricket and golf club and a well subscribed 
tennis and bowling club. These four clubs have premises within walking distance of the 
village centre. These clubs have membership by subscription and it was highlighted 
through respondents to the Neighbourhood Plan questionnaire that there is little 
publicly-owned sport such as outdoor table tennis, French boules or an outdoor gym. 
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51 people would like a gym while 57 people have aspirations for a swimming pool. 
These facilities were often mentioned together as a joint facility. 

Other sports mentioned were rugby, squash, table tennis, netball, hockey, badminton 
and the provision of a running track was suggested. 

Harborough District Council is putting increasing importance on improving sport and 
activity. In the District Councilôs Best Value Performance Plan 2003/4 the council is 
committed to the development of indoor sport and recreation together with outdoor 
amenities. 

In the Harborough district there is only one publicly accessible leisure centre and one 
dual facility. Kibworth Sports Centre allied to Kibworth School is classed in the report 
by the District Council as a club-use facility. 

Although 69% of NP questionnaire respondents did not feel there was a need for more 
sporting facilities, 31% of respondents would like to see the development of more 
sporting amenities including publicly owned tennis courts and more facilities for 
younger people. 

Parish councils when asked by the District Council what they would like more of 
responded by an equal spread of swimming pools, sports halls, health and fitness gyms 
and village/community halls. 

The village hall and the grammar school halls in the Kibworth villages are primarily not 
used for indoor sport and are used predominantly for leisure and social meetings/clubs 
and groups. 

If the village is to address the current and future need for more indoor facilities and 
work towards the Sport England target of increasing participation by 70% through 
five weekly sessions of 30 minutes by 2020, purpose built facilities will need to be 
considered. 

 
 

POLICY CSA 4: SPORTING FACILITIES 

The provision of new and/or improved sporting facilities which are accessible to all 
age groups and disabilities will be supported subject to the facility: 

1) Being within or adjacent to the Limits to Development; 

2) Meeting the design requirements in Policy H7; 

3) Not resulting in unacceptable traffic movements, noise, fumes, smell or other 
disturbance to residential properties; 

4) Will include adequate parking provision; 

5) Being of a scale appropriate to the needs of the locality and is accessible for 
residents wishing to walk or cycle. 

6) Providing sporting amenities which are open to all residents. 



17  

D) HEALTH  AND WELLBEING 
 

 

New Kibworth Health Centre (Architect's design) © Matrix Medical 

 
 
 
 

The villages have two GP practices which are both situated in the centre of Kibworth 
Beauchamp. These practices have patient lists that include residents of Market 
Harborough and surrounding villages, where they have satellite surgeries, but as 
stated in the Harborough District Councilsô Kibworth Settlement Profile 2015, the 
provision at that time 'had insufficient capacity to accommodate new patient growth'. 

The Kibworth Health Centre (Smeeton Road) has 9,069 patients of whom 31.7% live 
within the local post code area (LE8) but excluding Fleckney. 

The practice has now opened larger and better-equipped premises nearby, but is not 
envisaged it will enable a significant growth in their patient list. The new surgery 
includes increased car parking provision as many people access the surgery by car, 
many travelling in from nearby villages for appointments. The overwhelming view 
(87%) of people participating in the Neighbourhood Plan questionnaire is that the 
second surgery (Old School) should remain in present central position. Only 28% of 
respondents would like to see both surgeries on one site. 

The Old School surgery has 14,895 patients as at 2016 of whom 28.7% live within 
LE8 (again, excluding Fleckney). The practice is accepting new patients but any 
significant further increase in numbers would swamp them in terms of medical time and 
facilities. Their car parking is inadequate with no easy solution. 

The fact that our local GPôs have responsibility for more patients outside the village 
than inside and the need to visit several branch surgeries on rota (particularly Market 
Harborough) places an additional travelling time on the GP and has the effect of 
increasing motor vehicle traffic within Kibworth for patients coming to see their GP. 
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Quality of care is important to all residents for their health and wellbeing and many 
residents expressed both in the NP questionnaire and at public events their concerns 
regarding the inability to access GPôs in a timely manner both now and in the future if 
more houses were built in the villages. Some respondents mentioned the lack of 
medical facilities to the north of the village which results in inaccessibility and an 
increase in car usage. 

 
 

POLICY CSA5: GP  PREMISES 

Proposals for additional GP premises that increase the accessibility of health care for 
residents living North West of the Plan area will be supported providing that the 
development: 

1) Will not result in unacceptable traffic movements, noise, fumes, smell or other 
disturbance to residential properties; and 

2) Will include adequate parking provision. 

 
 

E) PARKS AND FORMAL SPACES 

 
The parks and many green spaces in the villages all contribute to the character of the 
area and to the quality of residentôs lives. They promote health and wellbeing for all 
age groups and the Neighbourhood Plan endeavours to ensure that the current green 
spaces are invested in and protected. 

Kibworth Beauchamp Parish Council owns the Smeeton Road recreation ground whilst 
Kibworth Harcourt Parish Council owns the Rookery Close recreation ground and 
Jubilee Green and Larkswood. 

 
 

Warwick Road Recreation Ground Play Area 
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In November 2014, the Parish Councils jointly purchased the Warwick Road recreation 
ground which means the people of the Kibworth villages can now decide how it is used 
in future. Warwick Road and Smeeton Road parks as well as Rookery and Larkswood 
will continue to be managed by the well-established Kibworth Joint Recreation 
Committee which is made up of Parish Councillors from both villages. Maintenance of 
these recreation grounds is the financial responsibility of the Parish Councils. 

The Harborough District Council Open Spaces/Sport and Recreational Facilities 
Assessment of Local Need (2004) identified a shortage of provision in 12-16 years 
multi use games areas and a deficiency of provision for children and young people. 

Concerns were also expressed in the Neighbourhood Plan questionnaire about the play 
areas for children. These areas have at times suffered anti-social behaviour leading to 
damage of equipment and fencing. The Skateboard Park has also been the target of 
substantial vandalism resulting in considerable cost for repair and a decision to remove 
or replace it when funds are available. 

Parks and green spaces were important to over 90% of residents who completed the 
KNPG questionnaire. Over 80% also responded that the rural feel of the villages was 
important. It is an objective of the Neighbourhood Plan to preserve and enhance the 
local parks and green spaces and to expand facilities so that all age groups are 
catered for. 

 
POLICY CSA6: PARKS AND GREEN SPACES 

The following parks, sports and recreation grounds shown on the Proposals Map will be 
safeguarded: 

Jubilee Green 
Warwick Road 
Rookery Close 
Larkswood 

Smeeton Road 
Kibworth Cricket Club ground 
Football field (off Fleckney Road) 

 

Development proposals on these areas will not be supported except where: 

1) A replacement of an equivalent typology is provided, as defined by the most 
recent Open Space, Sport and Recreational Facilities Study, in an appropriate 
location serving the local community; or: 

2) It is demonstrated that there is a surplus of recreational land, facilities or open 
space of the same typology exceeding the needs of the local community; or: 

3) The development of a small part of a larger site in recreational use would result in the 
enhancement of recreational facilities on the remainder of the site, or on a nearby site 
serving the same community. 

4) The provision of new formal parks will be supported, especially those including 
provision of child and 12-16 year old activity. 
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F) KIBWORTH COMMUNITY LIBRARY 

Almost 65% of respondents to the questionnaire said they would use traditional library 

facilities, with 33% saying they would use library facilities to access information technology. 
This demonstrates the importance of the Library locally. 

On 23 May 2016, Kibworth Beauchamp Parish Council (KBPC) became responsible for the 
running of Kibworth Library. A Library Management Group was formed, consisting of 

volunteers who actively look after the daily operations. This group, and the operational 

volunteers have worked diligently to provide a highly-successful service, including delivering 
projects and events in conjunction with Kibworth Primary School and the Kibworth Bookshop. 

 

 

Kibworth Community Library 

 
Strategies are being developed to expand the service of the library and to offer the library 

building for use to external groups and organisations. To achieve this, plans are in place for 

the internal and external alteration of the library building. These include a new entrance from 
High Street, internal reorganisation to accommodate small groups for talks, additional storage 

areas and the installation of a disabled toilet. 

 
 
G) COMMUNITY  ASSETS 

Community facilities such as shops, community centres, schools, libraries, places of worship, 

sport and leisure facilities are important as they provide a focus for community life and 

interaction and are important for good health and the long-term sustainability of the 
community. The Kibworth villages have a good range of community facilities as referenced in 

the preceding pages. 
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The retention and enhancement of these important community facilities has been identified as 
a priority for the Plan which considers it important to protect these important community 

facilities situated in the villages from inappropriate redevelopment. 

The important community assets in the Kibworth villages are Kibworth Grammar School Hall, 

Kibworth and Smeeton Village Hall, Kibworth Methodist Church, Kibworth Scout Hut, St 

Wilfrid's Church Hall and Kibworth Community Library. 
 
 
 
 

Kibworth Grammar School Hall 

 
 

 
POLICY CSA7: SAFEGUARDING OF COMMUNITY FACILITIES 

 

The following community facilities shall be safeguarded and enhanced: 

Kibworth Grammar School Hall Kibworth Methodist Church 
Kibworth Village Hall Kibworth Scout Hut 
St Wilfrid's Church and Hall Kibworth Community Library 

 

Development proposals that would result in the loss of, or have a significant adverse effect on, 
a community facility will not be supported, unless the facility is replaced by an equivalent or 
better facility in terms of quantity and quality in a suitable location or it can be demonstrated 
that the facility is not viable or is no longer required by the community. 


