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13  APPLYING AND REVIEWING THE STRATEGY 

 
13.1 Introduction 

 
This section identifies the applications of the Harborough PPS and the mechanisms 
for reviewing it to ensure that it remains robust and up-to-date. 
 
13.2 Strategy applications 
 
The success of the PPS will be determined by how it is used. While the provision of 
the PPS is led by Harborough District Council, its application and delivery of actions 
should be the responsibility of the clubs, other key local stakeholders including Sport 
England and the governing bodies of the pitch sports. The PPS has a number of 
applications: 
 
13.2.1 Sports development planning 

 
The PPS can be applied to help:  

 

• Highlight, justify and make the case for sports development activities with 
particular sports, groups and clubs and in particular areas.  
 

• Identify current and future trends and changes in the demand for individual sports 
and how they are played. 

 

• Inform the work, strategies and plans of sporting organisations active in the area. 
 

• Advocate the need to work with specific educational establishments to secure 
community use of their site(s).  

 

• Develop and/or enhance school club links by making the best use of school sites 
where they have spare capacity and are well located to meet demand. 

 
13.2.2 Planning policy 

 
The PPS can be applied to help:  

 

• Develop new, and review the effectiveness of existing, local planning policy (e.g. 
Local and Neighbourhood Plans) in line with the National Planning Policy 
Framework (NPPF). 
 

• The implementation of local planning policy to meet the needs of the community 
in line with the NPPF. 

 
13.2.3 Planning applications 

 
The PPS can be applied to help:  
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• Inform the development of planning applications which affect existing and/or 
proposed new sports facilities provision. 

• Inform pre-application discussions to ensure any subsequent planning 
applications maximise their benefit to sport and are developed in line with national 
and local planning policy. 
 

• Sports clubs and other organisations provide the strategic need for development 
proposals thereby potentially adding support to their application(s) and saving 
them resources in developing such evidence. 

 

• The Council to assess planning applications affecting existing and/or proposed 
new playing pitch provision in line with national and local planning policy. 

 

• Sport England and other parties respond to relevant planning application 
consultations. 

 
The PPS can also be applied to help the Council to meet other relevant requirements 
of the NPPF including:  

 

• Taking account of and supporting local strategies to improve health, social and 
cultural wellbeing for all, and deliver sufficient community and cultural facilities 
and services to meet local needs.  
 

• Delivering the social, recreational, cultural facilities and services the community 
needs. 

 

• Planning positively for the development and infrastructure required in the area to 
meet the objectives, principles and policies of the framework. 

 

• Working with public health leads and health organisations to understand and take 
account of the health status and needs of the local population, including expected 
future changes, and any information about relevant barriers to improving health 
and well-being). 

 
13.2.4 Funding bids 

 
The PPS can be applied to help:  

 

• Provide the evidence base and strategic need to support funding bids by a range 
of parties to a variety of potential funding sources. 
 

• Inform potential bidders of the likely strategic need for their project. 
 
13.2.5 Facility and asset management 

 
The PPS can be applied to help:  

 

• Ensure a strategic approach is taken to the provision and management of playing 
pitches. 
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• Inform the current management, strategies and plans of playing pitch providers 
e.g. the Council, leisure trusts and educational establishments. 

 

• Share knowledge of how sites are managed and maintained, the lessons learnt 
and good practice. 

• Highlight the potential of asset transfers and ensure any proposed are beneficial 
to all parties. 

 

• Provide additional protection for particular sites over and above planning policy, 
for example through deeds of dedication. 

 

• Resolve issues around security of tenure. 
 

13.2.6 Public health 
 

The PPS can be applied to help:  
 

• Understand how the community currently participates in sport, the need for 
playing pitches and how this may evolve. 
 

• Raise awareness of and tackle any barriers to people maintaining and increasing 
their participation. 

 

• Highlight and address any inequalities of access to provision within the study 
area. 

 

• Provide evidence to help support wider health and well-being initiatives. 
 

13.2.7 Co-ordinating resources and investment 
 

The PPS can be applied to help:  
 

• Raise awareness of the current resources and investment (revenue and capital) 
going into the management, maintenance and improvement of playing pitch 
provision. 
 

• Co-ordinate the current and any future resources and investment to ensure the 
maximum benefit to sport and that value for money is secured.  

 

• Ensure the current and any future resources and investment are complimentary 
and do not result in their inefficient use. 

 

13.2.8 Capital programmes 
 

The PPS can be applied to help:  
 

• Provide the evidence base to justify the protection and investment in playing pitch 
provision. 
 

• Influence the development and implementation of relevant capital programmes 
(e.g. school refurbishment and new build programmes). 
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13.3 Monitoring delivery 
 

A process should be put in place to ensure regular monitoring of how the 
recommendations and action plan are being delivered. This monitoring should be led 
by Harborough District Council and supported by all members of, and reported back 
to, the steering group. Understanding and learning lessons from how the PPS has 
been applied should also form a key component of monitoring its delivery. 
 
13.4 Keeping the strategy robust and up-to-date 
 
Along with ensuring that the PPS is used and applied, a process should be put in place 
to keep it robust and up to date. This will expand the life of the PPS, providing people 
with the confidence to continue to both use it and attach significant value and weight 
to its key findings and issues, along with its recommendations and actions. 
 
Sport England advocates that the PPS should be reviewed on a regular basis from the 
date it is formally signed off by the steering group. This will help to maintain the 
momentum and commitment built up when developing the PPS. Taking into account 
the time to develop the PPS this should also help to ensure that the original supply 
and demand information is no more than two years old without being reviewed. 
 
The reviews should highlight:  

 

• How the delivery of the recommendations and action plan has progressed and 
any changes required to the priority afforded to each action (e.g. the priority of 
some may increase following the delivery of others). 
 

• How the PPS has been applied and the lessons learnt. 
 

• Any changes to particularly important facilities and/or sites in the area (e.g. the 
most used or high-quality sites for a particular sport) and other supply and 
demand information, what this may mean for the overall assessment work and 
the key findings and issues. 

 

• Any development of a specific sport or particular format of a sport. 
 

• Any new or emerging issues and opportunities. 
 


