
Harborough District Council 

 

5-year supply of Housing Statement for Housing Development January 2025.  

 

The new National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) was published December 2024.   

It applied immediately to planning application decisions.  

The NPPF requires local planning authorities to identify a supply of deliverable sites 
sufficient to provide a minimum of five years’ worth of housing against either: 

• The housing requirement in its adopted Local Plan; or 

• Against Local Housing Need calculated using the government's standard 
method where the plan is more than five years old, unless the plan has been 
reviewed and found not to require updating. 

The current Harborough Local Plan is more than 5yrs old (adopted 2019) so the second 
bullet applies.  The publication of the new NPPF now gives an increased Local Housing 
Need figure of 723 homes per year for Harborough district, compared to 557 in the 
adopted Local Plan.    

This being the case, the NPPF requires the council to identify annually a five-year supply 
of sites for housing sites.  This 5-year supply is to be calculated using the new standard 
method figure of 723 plus a 5% buffer (see paragraph 78 of the NPPF). 

  

Using the latest deliverable supply information published May 2024 (available here - see 
deliverable supply of 2,699 on P.8) the calculation is as follows: 

 

1. Deliverable Supply (01 April 2023 to 31 March 2028) = 2,699 

  

2. Annual requirement = 723 + 5% buffer 

5% buffer = 723 x 0.05 = 36.15 

Annual requirement = 723 + 36 = 759 

 5-year Supply = deliverable supply / Annual Requirement - 2,699 / 759 = 3.55 years 

 

 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/675abd214cbda57cacd3476e/NPPF-December-2024.pdf
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.harborough.gov.uk%2Fdownloads%2Ffile%2F8491%2F5_year_housing_land_supply_2022-23&data=05%7C02%7CA.Eastwood%40harborough.gov.uk%7Ce636ab5080ec4689848508dd35797455%7C56632edb098b43f39e288985e98f5f89%7C0%7C0%7C638725517926934947%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=jATGNvcUGqlrpb%2FC0u6pk6BcoxBfV0XBL7eIcAqXZk4%3D&reserved=0


 

Presumption in favour of sustainable development 

The NPPF (paragraph 11) presumption in favour of sustainable development applies for 
decision taking on planning applications where a five-year supply of housing cannot be 
demonstrated.  It includes: 

 

 

New Local Plan for Harborough  

The council anticipates its new Local Plan progressing to public consultation soon.  In 
accordance with paragraph 49 of the NPPF weight in decision making may be given to 
relevant policies in an emerging plan according to: 

a) the stage of preparation of the emerging plan (the more advanced its 

preparation, the greater the weight that may be given); 

b) the extent to which there are unresolved objections to relevant policies  

(the less significant the unresolved objections, the greater the weight that  

may be given); and 

c) the degree of consistency of the relevant policies in the emerging plan  



to this Framework (the closer the policies in the emerging plan to the  

policies in the Framework, the greater the weight that may be given) 

 

Neighbourhood Plans 

 

The NPPF (paragraph 14) sets out the situation where the presumption in favour of 
sustainable development applies in the event of conflict with a made Neighbourhood 
Plan. 
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