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Component Landscape Character Areas (LCAS)
LCA 5a: Fleckney

LCA 5b: Kibworth

LCA 5c: Market Harborough

LCA 5d: Theddingworth

Location and Summary

The Settled Vale LCT is located in the centre of Harborough District, between Market Harborough and
Leicester to the north-east. To the north and east lies the rolling settled and farmed edge of LCT 4,
rolling tributary farmland of LCT 2 and river valley floodplain of LCT 7. To the west lie the open farmed
lowlands of LCT 9 and elevated farmed plateau of LCT 8. To the north-west is the Harborough
boundary with both Oadby and Wigston and Blaby. There is some continuity in character between this
LCT and LCT A: Oadby and Wigston Vales in Oadby and Wigston LCA, and Kilby Rural Rolling
Farmland LCA within Blaby LCA. To the south is the Harborough boundary with both North
Northamptonshire and West Northamptonshire. There is some continuity in character between this LCT
and the Broad Unwooded Vale within the Northamptonshire Current LCA (published 2005), although
there the area south of the district boundary has a much more wooded character.

The LCT is defined by the wide and shallow river valleys of the River Welland in the south and centre
and River Sence in the north. It has urban influences from large scale settlement including the edge of
Oadby and Wigston, Market Harborough and expanding villages such as Fleckney, Kibworth and
Lubenham. Landcover comprises arable and pastoral farmland bound by hedgerows, occasional small
woodlands along the rivers and Grand Union Canal. Industrial heritage associated with the Grand Union
Canal provides time depth and provides access for recreation via public rights of way (PRoW), marinas,
Foxton Locks Country Park and the canal towpath.

Representative Photographs
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Broad and shallow river valleys of the River Welland and River Sence, and containing the route of
the 19" century Grand Union Canal, which has a sinuous presence associated with red brick
bridges, locks and waterside vegetation.

Predominantly large-scale arable landscape with smaller pastoral fields along watercourses.
Planned and reorganised piecemeal enclosure is bound by hedgerows which connect occasional
linear woodlands.

Open character with tree coverage limited to occasional hedgerow trees and small, linear
woodlands located along watercourses or transport corridors.

A farmed landscape, with pockets of natural habitat associated with the Grand Union Canal, rivers,
Great Bowden Borrowpit and grasslands.

A settled landscape, with urban influences from large scale settlement including Market Harborough
and dispersed, expanding villages. Villages such as Smeeton Westerby, Foxton and Lubenham are
generally historic, with nucleated cores set around a church.

Time depth associated with the medieval villages, occasional ridge and furrow, and industrial
heritage related to the canal and railway.

Recreational access to the landscape associated with the Grand Union Canal, Foxton Locks
Country Park, marinas, PRoW and National Cycle Network (NCN) routes.

Rural character associated with the gently rolling arable fields, river valleys and tree lined Grand
Union Canal.

Bedrock comprises Triassic to Jurassic mudstone, siltstone, limestone and sandstone shaped by rivers in
broad, gently sloping river valleys. It is overlaid in places by clay, sand and gravel deposits from glaciation,
and by alluvial clay, silt and sand deposits within river valleys. Soils are generally slowly permeable,
seasonally wet slightly acid but base-rich loamy and clayey soils which support arable farmland with
occasional small woodlands. In the river floodplains, loamy and clayey floodplain soils with naturally high
groundwater support grassland, wet flood meadows and wet carr woodlands.

The wide, flat river valley landform contains the gently meandering River Welland and its tributaries in the
south, and the River Sence and its tributaries in the north. It is relatively flat to gently rolling, with a high point
of approximately 130m AOD north of Market Harborough and low points of approximately 70m AOD within
the floodplain of the River Welland east of Market Harborough. Landcover is generally large-scale arable
farmland, with pasture within floodplains. Fields are bound by mature hedgerows with occasional hedgerow
trees, generally ash.

Tree and woodland cover is sparse, generally limited to small blocks of often linear woodland along
watercourses, transport corridors and the edges of settlement, such as Aqueduct Spinney, resulting in an
open landscape. The landscape is connected with neighbouring areas through the green infrastructure
corridors of the rivers and Grand Union Canal.

Priority habitats within the arable farmland include pockets of good quality semi-improved grassland, lowland
fens, floodplain grazing marsh and traditional orchards. The slow flowing water of the Grand Union Canal
between Kilby and Foxton is designated as a site of special scientific interest (SSSI). This is designated for
its plant and animal communities associated with slow flowing lowland rivers including pondweeds, swamp,
tall-fen and emergent communities; areas of standing water which support swamp communities; and a
colony of Daubenton’s bat in Saddington Tunnel. The canal plays a role in The Great Bowden Borrowpit is a
second SSSI designated for its fen, marsh and swamp habitats. Local wildlife sites (LWS) include long
stretches of the Grand Union Canal, designated for its emergent vegetation (e.g. Grand Union Canal,
Newton Harcourt/Kilby and Grand Union Canal Market Harborough Arm), riparian habitats of the River
Welland, and grassland (e.g. Lubenham, south of Foxton Rd and Fleckney, land south of Arnesby Lane).
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Arable fields are generally mid-19t century re-organised piecemeal enclosure and 18%/19 century planned
enclosure. There are some very large post-war fields, for example around Burton Lodge Farm in the north
and north of Foxton on the south. These are the result of field amalgamation and hedgerow removal. Smaller
pastoral floodplain fields are present in the valley bottoms, for example in the River Sence floodplain south-
east of Wistow.

Settlements include Market Harborough, the largest settlement in the District, the generally nucleated
villages of Great Glen, Fleckney, Kibworth, Smeeton Westerby, Great Bowden, Foxton, Lubenham and
Theddingworth, and scattered farms and granges. Village names often derive from Old English or Norse and
reflect the long history of farming in the area, for example Smeeton Westerby indicates the location of a
blacksmith and a farmstead. Villages are generally well integrated into the landscape through the presence
of mature trees and hedgerows. Conservation areas feature nucleated historic cores, surrounded by 20" and
21st century expansion. Great Glen, Kibworth and Fleckney are notably large villages featuring modern
development. Listed buildings are clustered within conservation areas, including the Grade | listed churches
of All Saints in Lubenham, and St Dionysius in Market Harborough. The latter, named for the Greek god of
fruitfulness and vegetation, further underlines the historical importance of produce in the area. Building
materials typically include red brick and slate. Scheduled monuments contributing to time depth include
medieval settlement remains relating to Wistow Hall and Theddingworth; and an inclined plane immediately
east of Foxton Locks. The latter was constructed by the Grand Junction Canal Company in the late 19t
century to move barges more efficiently than through the 10 locks.

A key feature is the sinuous and broad Grand Union Canal, which was built between 1793 and 1814,
connecting the River Thames to Birmingham. Engineered structures include locks, aqueducts, wharves,
claypits and red brick bridges. The canal, its engineered structures, and associated boatsheds, mileposts,
bollards and ponds are designated as a 48km linear conservation area. Foxton Locks, a Grade II* listed site,
is home to the longest staircase flight of locks (10) in Britain. The Market Harborough Arm provides a 6 mile,
lock free connection between Foxton and Market Harborough. Another 19th century industrial feature is the
dismantled railway, marked by trees between Market Harborough and Theddingworth. This was once part of
the Great Northern and London and North Western Joint Railway but was closed in the mid-20™ century. Its
former route, marked by vegetation and occasional structures, is still evident within the landscape. The 19t-
century Midland Mainline railway line linking Sheffield and St Pancras remains operational, with overhead
line equipment clearly visible in the wider landscape.

PRoW provide access to the countryside from settlements. The pattern tends to form a radial pattern from
each settlement, rather than a complete network. PRoW include the Leicestershire Round and Brampton
Valley Way Long Distance Footpaths. The Grand Union Canal is used recreationally by pleasure boaters,
walkers, cyclists and anglers, with a marina at Foxton Locks Country Park. NCN Routes 6 and 64 provide
access for cyclists, linking London and the Lake District along the Grant Union Canal towpath, and linking
Market Harborough with Melton Mowbray and Newark on Trent. Local cycle routes provide additional cycle
facilities.

An open landscape with medium distance views across arable farmland. More intimate views are
experienced within valley bottoms, and along the Grand Union Canal where there is a strong localised sense
of enclosure due to linear woodland and gently rising landform. The elevated landform of LCT 2 to the east
and LCT 8 to the west is visible, providing a wider sense of enclosure. Numerous urban influences include
the Midland Mainline, A6, A4304, pylons, occasional wind turbines and urban influences on the edge of
Market Harborough including a HM Prison Gartree and a business park. Where these features combine, the
rural character is locally eroded.

There is a contrast between settled areas and edge of settlement development, including the industrial
estate east of Market Harborough and HM Prison Gartree, and more tranquil areas with strong rural
character. Dark skies are generally impacted by lighting associated with Market Harborough and Kibworth.
There are however areas experiencing minimal light pollution, including the area around Theddingworth and
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north-west of Foxton. Tranquillity is generally low due to settled nature of the landscape, however there are
pockets where this is higher, notably in the valley bottoms and within the corridor of the Grand Union Canal.
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LCA 5a: Fleckney

Including the settlements of Great Glen, Newton Harcourt and Fleckney.

LCA: 5a Fleckney
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Located south-east of Leicester between Great Glen to the north and Fleckney to the south. The north-
western boundary forms the District boundary with Oadby and Wigston and Blaby. This LCA forms a
relatively continuous, albeit more settled, character with the Kilby Rural Rolling Farmland LCA within Blaby
LCA, and LCT A Oadby and Wigston Vales in Oadby and Wigston LCA. Within Harborough, it lies between
the open farmed lowlands of LCA 9a to the west, the elevated plateau of LCA 8a to the south, the settled
and farmed edge of LCA 4b to the north and the tributary farmland of LCA 2d to the east.
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Landform is shaped by the gentle, sloping wide valley landform of the sinuous River Sence, and its
tributaries. The Grand Union Canal broadly follows the course of the river to the north-east. The landform
rises from approximately 100m AOD within the valley bottom to a maximum height of approximately 135m
AOD at Kibworth in the south-east. Slightly acid loamy and clayey soils with impeded drainage support
arable landcover, with pasture, wet woodlands and flood meadows in the valley bottoms. Low, occasionally
gappy hedgerows and occasional hedgerow trees provide structure in the landscape. Priority habitats
comprise several small blocks of deciduous woodland. These are generally associated with designed
parkland around Wistow Hall and the Grand Union Canal. The canal is designated as an SSSI and LWS
between Kilby and Foxton due to its slow flowing lowland river habitat which supports submergent and
marginal plant communities, and a long-established colony of Daubenton's bat in Saddington Tunnel. Further
LWS are designated for a section of the River Sence west of Fleckney, trees west of Newton Harcourt,
mesotrophic grassland associated with the medieval village of Wystowe and verges along the A6. Tree cover
in the wider landscape is low, limited to linear woodland along watercourses, parkland at Wistow Hall and
hedgerow trees - generally ash.

The arable field pattern is generally rectilinear and regular, largely comprising 19th century planned
enclosure and re-organised piecemeal enclosure. There are some large irregular fields and some very large
post-war fields north of Fleckney. Settlement includes occasional farms, the large villages of Fleckney and
Great Glen, and the smaller, linear village of Newton Harcourt. Fleckney and Great Glen have distinctive,
regular outlines associated with 20t century development around historic centres. Fleckney has a
particularly abrupt settlement edge, and is visible in the wider landscape, particularly in the south where
there is recent residential development which is not yet screened by vegetation. An industrial estate in the
south-east is integrated by linear belts of trees. The southern edge of Great Glen is relatively well screened
by trees along London Road and the A6. A small number of listed buildings are present in the villages,
comparatively less so than other settlements. The Grand Union Canal is designated as a conservation area
for its historical value. Wistow Hall contains a scheduled monument associated with a medieval settlement;
and designed historic parkland which is not designated. The transport network includes the Midland Mainline,
which has prominent overhead lines, the A6 and minor roads with wide grass verges connecting villages.
This contributes to the more developed modern character of some parts of the LCT. A network of PRoW,
including a section of the Leicestershire Round Long-Distance Footpath, provide access to the landscape for
recreation, along with the towpath of the Grand Union Canal. NCN Route 6 runs along Shearsby Road on
the southern boundary. A rural centre at Wistow Hall is a visitor destination with maze, rural walks, model
village, café, art gallery and shops clustered around the parkland and lake.

The large scale, smooth and gentle landform and low hedgerows combine to create an open character with
pockets of enclosure around the canal. This is a diverse landscape where intimate and tranquil pockets of
pasture in valley bottoms enclosed by linear woodland contrast with large scale arable farmland and
numerous urban features including the A6, railway, large villages, prominent pylons and a wind turbine in
LCA 5b. Overall tranquillity is low in this fragmented and busy landscape.
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LCA 5b: Kibworth

Including the settlements of Kibworth and Smeeton Westerby.

LCA: 5b Kibworth
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Located centrally within the District south of Kibworth. It lies between the tributary farmland of 2e to the
north-east and elevated plateau of 8a to the south-west. The Grand Union Canal forms much of the western
boundary, marking the transition to more elevated landform.
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The landform is broadly flat in the south-east with a low point of approximately 80m AOD in the floodplain of
the sinuous Langton Brook. It rises to a high point of approximately 135m AOD west of Smeeton Westerby
where the landform is more undulating, and the Grand Union Canal is within the Saddington Tunnel.
Waterbodies include several small ponds and larger lakes/reservoirs, such as Boundary Lake and the
reservoir at Fourways Farm. Landcover is predominantly large arable fields with some small-scale pasture
grazed by cows within the floodplain and on the edges of Smeeton Westerby. Priority habitat is limited to an
area of good quality semi-improved grassland north of Debdale Farm, and occasional blocks of deciduous
woodland. Woodland includes linear bands associated with the golf course south-west of Kibworth, small
blocks on the edges of settlement and linear woodland along watercourses. The Canal is designated as an
SSSI between Kilby and Foxton due to its slow flowing lowland river habitat which supports submergent and
marginal plant communities, and a long-established colony of Daubenton’s bat in Saddington Tunnel. Also of
natural value are a small number of LWS including mesotrophic grassland west of Gladstone Street, ash
trees south of Kibworth and the marginal vegetation of Boundary Lake. Tree species are predominantly ash
and oak, with a notable young willow plantation north of Debdale Lane.

Fields generally are smaller than elsewhere in the LCT and include 19% century planned enclosure and re-
organised piecemeal enclosure. The exception are some very large post-war fields as a result of
amalgamation south-east of Smeeton Westerby. North-west and south of Smeeton Westerby are examples
of planned enclosure containing ridge and furrow which have historic value. The Grand Union Canal,
designated as a conservation area, provides further historic landscape value. This is a settled landscape with
urban features including a turbine, pylons, telegraph wires, recycling centre, shooting centre and
horsiculture. The settlement of Kibworth surrounds the railway which has influenced the development of
Kibworth Harcourt and Kibworth Beauchamp. They appear as one contiguous large village, which is visible in
wider views due to the rising landform, albeit set within trees and woodland. Both villages have historic cores
which are designated as conservation areas and surrounded by 20 century development. Smeeton
Westerby is a much smaller village organised along the road network, again with a conservation area, and
evidence of horsiculture on the village edges. Farmsteads are located through the landscape. Vernacular
building materials are generally red brick and slate which contributes to the historic character of the villages.
The transport network includes the Midland Mainline, which has prominent overhead lines, the A6 and minor
roads with wide grass verges connecting villages. Debdale Lane, a long, reasonably straight gated road
generally lined by hedgerows and hedgerow trees, provides a contrast to urban features elsewhere. A
number of PROW and the tow path along the Grand Union Canal provide access to the landscape for
recreation, in addition to a golf course south-east of Kibworth and a marina at Debdale Wharf.

A rural landscape where views are picturesque in places, for example from Debdale Lane. Vertical elements
within views include a wind turbine close to the northern boundary and pylons which are prominent on the
skyline to the south of Kibworth. The settlement edge can be seen from the south, set within trees and
woodland on rising valley sides, with distant pylons on the horizon. There is intervisibility from the east with
the undulating landform of LCA 2e; and with the elevated landform of LCA 8a to the west. This provides a
sense of enclosure within the vale. There are pockets of tranquillity, and rural character is strong in places,
but often urban features are present in views, and there is noise and movement from the A6 and railway.
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LCA 5c: Market Harborough

Including the settlements of Market Harborough, Lubenham, Great Bowden and Foxton.

2e W

LCA: 5¢c Market Harborough

8a

North
Northamptonshire

West
Northamptonshire

Located in the southern part of the District, between the tributary farmland of 2e to the north-east, the river
valley floodplain of 7a to the east and the elevated plateau of 8a to the west. The southern boundary marks
the boundary with Northamptonshire to the south which has a similar topography with a wooded character.
There is some continuity in character between this LCA and the Broad Unwooded Vale within the
Northamptonshire Current LCA, although the area south of the district boundary has a much more wooded
character.
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The gently undulating landform of the small-scale River Welland valley features some pronounced rolls,
which introduce a sense of enclosure into the landscape. Landcover is predominantly arable with loamy and
clayey soils in the floodplain supporting grassland, wet flood meadows and wet woodlands. Fields are bound
by dense low hedgerows with regular hedgerow trees. Hedgerows are generally well maintained but
fragmented in places for example east of HM Prison Gartree, north-west of Market Harborough. Priority
habitats are limited to occasional small blocks of woodland and good quality semi-improved grassland along
the Grand Union Canal, and woodland associated with settlement edges. Great Bowden Borrowpit is
designated as an SSSiI for its fen, marsh and swamp habitats. LWS include the Grand Union Canal and
River Welland designated for their wetland habitats, as well as several mature ash, horse chestnut and oak
trees south of Great Bowden. This is a lightly wooded but well treed landscape. Trees are predominantly ash
and oak, and there are a few specimen pines at Mill Hill.

Field patterns are predominantly medium scale 19t century planned enclosure and reorganised piecemeal
enclosure. There are some large irregular fields and very large post-war fields north and east and Foxton.
This is a well settled landscape including the town of Market Harborough, and villages of Lubenham, Great
Bowden and Foxton, all of which have conservation areas indicative of historic landscape value. Foxton is
elevated, with a prominent church tower, otherwise the village edge is well integrated into the landscape by
trees. Lubenham and Great Bowden by contrast sit low in the landscape, with some modern development
softened by trees and hedgerows. The railway line provides physical separation between Great Bowden and
Market Harborough. Extensive recently constructed residential development is visible on the north-western
and south-eastern edges of Market Harborough, as are industrial/business park developments to the east
and north. Building materials are predominantly red brick and slate and white render. Historic landscape
value is provided by the Grand Union Canal, designated as a conservation area, the inclined plane
immediately east of Foxton Locks designated as a Scheduled Monument, listed features including the Grade
II* Foxton Locks, and a small part of Langton Hall Registered Park and Garden (RPG) in the north. The
transport network includes the Midland Mainline, which has prominent overhead lines and the A6, which
contribute to the more modern character within this LCA and contrast with minor roads with wide grass
verges connecting villages. A network of PRoW, including the Leicestershire Round and Brampton Valley
Way Long Distance Footpaths, NCN routes 6 and 54, and the towpath along the Grand Union Canal provide
access to the landscape. Foxton Locks Country Park provides further recreational value, located around a
series of 10 locks on the Grand Union Canal.

An open landscape with medium to long views across arable and pastoral farmland towards generally
smooth and treed horizons. Horizons are interrupted in places for example by a mast north of Foxton and
pylons south-east of Market Harborough which are prominent in near views. HM Prison Gartree sits low in
the landscape, with the rooftops visible in views towards Market Harborough and the business park north of
the town. In views from the east, the prison is prominent, with a harsh security fence. Long views have
intervisibility with elevated landform in neighbouring LCTs including the elevated plateau in LCT 8, and south
into Northamptonshire where there are distant turbines on the horizon. Tranquillity and rural character are
eroded by urban features including HM Prison Gartree, railway, A6, A4304, settlement and large industrial
units on the eastern edge of Market Harborough.
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LCA 5d: Theddingworth

Including the settlement of Theddingworth.

LCA: 5d Theddingworth
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This LCA is located to the south-west of the LCT between the western edge of Lubenham and the eastern
edge of Husbands Bosworth. The eastern boundary marks the transition to a larger number of urban
influences in LCA 5c, and the northern and western boundaries are associated with the rising landform of the
elevated farmed plateau in LCT 8. The southern boundary marks the district boundary with West
Northamptonshire to the south. There is some continuity in character between this LCA and the Broad
Unwooded Vale within the Northamptonshire Current LCA, although there the area south of the district
boundary has a much more wooded character.
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A gently sloping landform rising from approximately 90m AOD adjacent to the River Welland in the south to a
high point of approximately 130m AOD at the Grand Union Canal in the north. Narrow tributaries of the River
Welland cross the landscape. Localised low hills rise to approximately 130m AOD at the hilltop village of
Theddingworth and 122m AOD west of Papillon Hall Farm. Slightly acid loamy and clayey soils with impeded
drainage support a mixture of arable farmland and pasture grazed by sheep and cows. Low hawthorn and
blackthorn hedgerows with hedgerow trees are fragmented and supplemented by post and wire fencing in
places. Woodland is sparse, limited to occasional small blocks such as the copse south of Theddingworth,
and linear bands along the dismantled railway. This is supplemented by riparian trees along the River
Welland, occasional avenues leading to farmsteads, parkland trees with ornamental species at Papillon Hall
Farm and woodland in the wider landscape which combine to create an overall balanced landscape. Tree
species include oak, ash and lime. Parts of the Grand Union Canal are designated as a LWS for its emergent
vegetation but there are no other natural heritage designations.

Fields are mixed and include 19t century planned enclosure and large irregular fields, alongside some very
large post war fields. They are generally smaller and rectilinear immediately adjacent to the River Welland
and become more organic with occasional very large fields further north and west, for example north of
Theddingworth. Small areas of ridge and furrow are found south of Theddingworth. Settlement comprises the
historic linear hilltop village of Theddingworth, with farmsteads and occasional 19t century estate cottages in
the wider landscape. The spire of the Church of All Saints is a prominent landmark in the wider landscape.
Otherwise, the village is well integrated into the landscape by trees and woodland despite some 20" century
development. Vernacular building materials include red brick and slate. A caravan park west of Papillon Hall
Farm is relatively prominent in the rural landscape. Whilst there are limited historic features in the wider
landscape, a scheduled monument north of Theddingworth marks medieval settlement remains, and
conservation areas designated in Theddingworth — including a cluster of listed buildings — and along the
Grand Union Canal are indicative of historic landscape value. Non designated heritage assets include the
dismantled railway, its associated infrastructure and historic parkland, albeit degraded, at Papillon Hall Farm.
Linear infrastructure including the main A4304, the canal and dismantled railway are notable in following the
vale from west to east. The Grand Union Canal tow path provides some recreational access to the
landscape, however elsewhere PRoW are limited.

This is a relatively open landform with long-distance views along the vale from elevated areas. Church spires
at Theddingworth and Husbands Bosworth are prominent landmarks on the skyline in views from the north.
Wider views include the distant wooded elevated landform within LCT 8 to the north and in West
Northamptonshire to the south, which provide a sense of enclosure. Limited settlement means that night
skies are relatively dark. There is a generally strong rural character and tranquillity associated with the mixed
farmland and views towards wooded hillsides. This is eroded locally by the A4304 Harborough Road.
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Gently sloping valleys of the Rivers Welland and Sence with intimate floodplains due to woodland,
riparian trees and woodland and rising landform.

Historic, natural and recreational value associated with the Grand Union Canal.

Historic value associated with examples of ridge and furrow, designed parkland at Wistow Hall and
medieval villages.

Arable and pastoral farmland with a network of generally intact hedgerows with hedgerow trees,
rivers and grassland which provide connectivity between occasional linear woodlands and features
such as Great Bowden Borrowpit and areas of designed historic parkland, combining to be of
biodiversity value.

Dispersed pattern of villages with historic nucleated cores set around a church, which provide time
depth.

Rural character associated with rolling arable farmland and river valleys, with pockets of tranquillity
away from urban influences.

Open character with medium to long-distance views across farmland, enclosed by rising valley
sides and elevated landform to the east and west.

Well-used network of PRoW, Grand Union Canal Towpath, Foxton Locks Country Park and NCN
routes.

The strategy for the Settled Vale LCT is to enhance habitat connectivity between hedgerows, streams, small
woodlands and watercourses, retain open views through the vale and conserve and conserve the pattern of
dispersed villages.

Protect and manage the streams and watercourses for the benefit of flood alleviation and
biodiversity, including the River Sence, River Welland and Grand Union Canal.

Manage the rivers and the adjacent land to ensure good water quality for the benefit of wildlife,
addressing issues such as agricultural run-off.

Protect, enhance and extend woodland, including wet woodlands associated with river corridors,
including through providing new habitats and strengthening hedgerows to enhance ecological
connectivity.

Manage and enhance the wildlife interest of agricultural fields by encouraging the creation of
uncultivated field margins and other wildlife-friendly farming methods, linking areas of woodland,
riparian corridors and waterbodies and sites designated for their natural value where possible to
improve ecological connectivity.

Identify, monitor and manage any effects of pests and diseases on trees and woodland. Replace
trees lost with species appropriate to the site conditions and likely to withstand the effects of climate
change in the future.

When planting new trees, ensure they are resilient species, in appropriate locations and with
adequate management and maintenance methods in place to ensure resilient and robust
woodlands for the future.

Conserve and enhance hedgerows and hedgerow trees as an important habitat.

Protect the rural pastoral character of the river valleys through continued livestock grazing and
avoiding a spread of suburban influences.
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Manage change arising from future development or farm diversification to ensure it can be
accommodated without detriment to the valued attributes and sense of place.

Protect the historic field patterns, particularly where there are ridge and furrows. Protect and
appropriately manage the cultural heritage features, such as scheduled monuments and
conservation areas to preserve the time depth.

Promote further interpretation of the rich cultural associations and historic assets, such as the
Grand Union Canal and medieval villages, where this would not be at odds with the conservation of
these assets.

Protect and manage the integrity of the designed historic parkland landscapes, such as at Wistow
Hall, and their component heritage features, particularly those which are absent of extensive formal
designation, and consider in potential future designations.

Protect the pockets of relative tranquillity which provide a respite from nearby urban areas.
Enhance and promote the network of recreational routes across the area.

Avoid locating development (including buildings, tall structures such as wind turbines, masts and
pylons, and solar PV panels) in proximity to localised high points, and open or overlooked
landscapes where they would be visually prominent within the landscape, despite the presence of
existing precedent. Use existing hedgerows, trees and woodland to screen development.

Ensure development is appropriate to the rural and open character of this landscape.

Avoid construction of large-scale development which will be widely prominent within the landscape
(particularly those with a height above the tree-line).

Plan for the improved integration of existing settlement edges.

Conserve the pattern of small historic nucleated villages and retain the sense of separation between
settlements including Kibworth and Smeeton Westerby.

Protect the unifying local vernacular of the area which includes red brick and slate roofs. New
development or conversions should retain some local character by incorporating traditional building
styles and materials where possible. Utilise trees and woodland to screen major transport routes to
reduce their visual and audial impacts.

Plan strategically for sustainable transport routes between settlements.

Ensure any future development helps to preserve and improve the role of the LCT as a green
infrastructure corridor, reinforcing positive connections between this area and neighbouring built up
areas.

Protect dark skies by preventing and positively reducing artificial light pollution.
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