
 

 

Harborough Landscape 

Character Assessment 

Landscape Character Type 10: Transitional 

Rolling Farmland 

Harborough District Council 

  

Prepared by LUC 

August 2024 



LCT 10: Transitional Rolling Farmland 

Harborough Landscape Character Assessment  1 

LCT 10: Transitional Rolling Farmland 

Figure 1.1: LCT 10: Transitional Rolling Farmland with 

component Landscape Character Areas 
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Figure 1.2: Location of LCT 10: Transitional Rolling Farmland 

within Harborough District 

 

Component Landscape Character Areas 

(LCAs) 

◼ LCA 10a: Lutterworth to Catthorpe 

◼ LCA 10b: Gilmorton to Broughton Astley 

◼ 10c: Walcote to Swinford and North Kilworth 
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Location and Summary 

Lying in the west of the Harborough District, the Transitional Rolling 

Farmland Landscape Character Type (LCT) is located between the 

elevated plateau of LCT 8 to the east, and the lowlands of LCT 9 to the 

north and west. To the north is the district boundary with Blaby, to the 

south-east is the Leicestershire-West Northamptonshire district boundary 

along the River Avon, and to the south-west is the Leicestershire-Rugby 

district boundary, marked by the A5 (Watling Street). The LCT boundary is 

broadly defined by the varied rolling landform and there is continuity in 

character between this LCT and the neighbouring High Cross Plateau, 

Open Plateau within the Rugby LCA, LCA 15: Stoney Stanton Rolling 

Farmland within the Blaby LCA and LCA 19: Broad Unwooded Vale LCT in 

the Northamptonshire Current LCA (published 2005). 

This LCT is defined by the rolling landform and the pattern of mixed land 

use that has an urbanising impact on this otherwise agricultural landscape. 

Arable and pastoral fields are interspersed with modern development 

including the town of Lutterworth, industry such as Magna Park, wind 

turbines and major road infrastructure which result in urban features often 

visible in long-distance views. Pockets of rural historic character and 

biodiverse habitats add localised time-depth, tranquillity and ecological 

richness. 
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Representative Photographs 

Figure 1.3: LCT 10 representative photograph 1 
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Figure 1.4: LCT 10 representative photograph 2 

 

  



LCT 10: Transitional Rolling Farmland 

Harborough Landscape Character Assessment  6 

Key Characteristics 

◼ Rolling landform containing the gentle valleys of the River Soar, River 

Swift, River Avon and their associated tributaries. 

◼ Primarily medium to large scale arable farmland enclosed by low 

hedgerow boundaries with hedgerow trees, and some pasture in 

floodplains and associated with villages, including examples of ridge 

and furrow. 

◼ Primarily a farmed landscape with pockets of varied habitat including 

three sites of special scientific interest (SSSI) relating to marshland, 

wetland and historic parkland containing lichen species that are well 

connected to a wider ecological network including woodland, wetland 

and grassland. 

◼ Settlement comprises the town of Lutterworth, large village of Broughton 

Astley and small, discreet historic villages, often with conservation areas 

and churches which provide landmarks in the wider landscape. 

◼ Urban and more modern features include modern residential 

development on the edges of Lutterworth, Magna Park distribution park, 

the M1 and M6 motorways, wind farms, Bruntingthorpe Proving Ground, 

and pylons. 

◼ Historic villages, scheduled monuments relating to prehistoric settlement 

and medieval villages and occasional parklands, such as Stanford Park 

contribute to a localised sense of time-depth. 

◼ Flooded quarry pits from sand and gravel extraction form groups of 

fishing ponds across the area. 
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Natural Influences 

The majority of the LCT is underlain by a bedrock of Triassic to Jurassic 

mudstone, siltstone, limestone and sandstone. The northern tip around 

Broughton Astley is underlain with mudstone, siltstone and sandstone. This 

bedrock is overlain with superficial clay, sand and gravel deposits which were 

deposited during glaciation along the river valleys. This varied underlying 

geology has influenced the undulating landform. Across much of the area the 

soils are slow draining loamy and clayey, with patches of freely draining loamy 

soils over rock. These soil types support areas of pasture closer to settlement 

and intensive arable farming practices on flatter land between villages. 

The rolling landform is influenced by shallow valleys created by the River Soar, 

River Swift, River Avon and their tributaries in the north, centre and south of the 

LCT respectively. Landform between the floodplains of the shallow valleys is 

gently undulating. Flooded quarry pits from sand and gravel extraction form 

groups of fishing ponds across the area, for example west of Shawell. The 

elevation ranges from a maximum height of approximately 154m AOD south-

east of Walcote to approximately 70m AOD north and west of Broughton Astley 

where the landform slopes down towards the River Soar. 

This is primarily a farmed landscape, however marshland, woodland and 

parkland habitats have been designated as SSSI. These include Cave's Inn Pits 

designated for its natural marshland, wetland, scrub and grassland, Misterton 

Marshes designated for its unimproved wetland and Stanford Park designated 

for its diversity of lichen species within parkland. These sites are connected to a 

wider ecological network of woodland, marshland, meadow and rivers 

designated as priority habitats and local wildlife sites (LWS). The concentration 

of designated habitat is higher around watercourses and smaller historic 

settlements such as Misterton, Shawell and Cotesbach. Other priority habitats 

are varied but infrequent, including good quality semi-improved grassland, 

floodplain grazing marsh, traditional orchards, lowland fens, purple moor grass 

and rush pastures, and lowland meadows. The strong framework of hedgerows, 

mature hedgerow trees and wildflower verges along field boundaries and roads 
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provides additional habitat and connectivity, with species rich hedgerow 

designated as LWS close to settlements such as Broughton Astley and Shawell. 

Woodland coverage varies from low to moderate. A pattern of small woodlands, 

spinneys, gorses, and coverts, such as Thornborough Spinney and Swinford 

Covert are integrated into the agricultural landscape. Shawell Wood is ancient 

woodland. The predominant tree species are ash and willow, with numerous 

mature specimens designated as LWS. Larger blocks of deciduous woodland 

are found further north, largely associated with screening urban elements such 

as the M1 corridor, Magna Park and Bruntingthorpe Aerodrome. 

Cultural Influences 

Historic and cultural assets within the farmed landscape include prehistoric 

settlement and medieval village remains designated as scheduled monuments, 

for example west of South Kilworth and north-east of Swinford. Other scheduled 

monuments include the moated sites and fishponds west of South Kilworth. 

Parkland is present in the south, where Stanford Hall Registered Park and 

Garden (RPG) is grade II listed. Features within the parkland, which was first 

planted in 1700, include a 1.5km oak avenue and serpentine lake. Here there is 

a stronger sense of enclosure than elsewhere in the LCT. These features are 

associated with a localised sense of time-depth. 

The landscape contains a variety of field patterns ranging from very large post 

war fields which have been amalgamated, 18th and 19th century planned 

enclosure, 16th/17th century piecemeal enclosure west of Gilmorton, 

reorganised piecemeal enclosure from the mid-19th century and areas of ridge 

and furrow, particularly located around Walton and Kimcote. The highest 

concentration of large fields is found south of Lutterworth, contributing to a 

sense of an openness associated with the gently undulating topography and 

limited vegetation. Smaller, historic field patterns have been more consistently 

retained around Stanford Hall in the south and the village of Walton in the east. 
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Whilst urban and modern features are consistent across the landscape, pockets 

of rural character have been preserved. Historic villages are present in the 

north-east and south of the LCT. These include Peatling Parva, Bitteswell and 

Swinford. These villages often contain conservation area designations and 

clusters of listed buildings, notably grade II* listed churches such as the Church 

of All Saints at Gilmorton. Traditional architectural materials include red brick, 

slate, timber frames and thatched roofs, which create a strong local vernacular 

consistent with this area of the District. 

The Stanford Reservoir was built in the late 1920s. It forms a significant body of 

standing water on the boundary between Harborough and West 

Northamptonshire that is visible from the north. The industrial importance of this 

landscape for historical sand and gravel extraction is evident in the numerous 

groups of flooded former pits. Ponds are now used for commercial fishing, and 

generally well screened by trees and woodland. Mineral extraction is ongoing 

south of Cotesbach. 

The LCT contains significant road infrastructure including the M1 and M6 

motorways and A roads including the A5 (Watling Street) along the western 

boundary, A14 in the south, and the A4303, which becomes the A4304 east of 

Lutterworth. This is complemented by a winding network of rural lanes with low 

hedgerows and hedgerow trees that radiate out from smaller villages. The 

impact of major road networks is softened in places by linear woodland, which 

is particularly dense to the west of the M1. The public right of way (PRoW) 

network provides access to the landscape. This includes a section of the 

Leicestershire Round Long Distance Footpath through the village of Dunton 

Bassett. There is a network of local cycle routes and Route 50 of the National 

Cycle Network (NCN) passes through the LCT centre from north to south. 

Perceptual Influences 

The relatively flat topography and low to moderate woodland cover results in a 

broad and relatively open landscape with medium distance views. Long 

distance views are often contained by gentle undulations in landform and 

hedgerows. In places, for example north of Dunton Basset, dramatic views 
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include a distant backdrop of hills on the southern edge of the Peak District, 

east of Stoke-on-Trent. The presence of pylons, wind turbines and masts 

introduce modern vertical features onto the skyline, occasionally softened by 

woodland screening. 

Whilst this is primarily an agricultural landscape, there are multiple urban 

elements associated with the town of Lutterworth and large village of Broughton 

Astley which reduces tranquillity due to audible elements and movement within 

the landscape. Woodland screening has helped integrate urbanising features, 

however their influence remains notable, and they fragment the landscape and 

contrast the rural character. These include large areas of modern residential 

development on the settlement edges of Lutterworth and Broughton Astley, 

industrial complexes, most notably Magna Park distribution park west of 

Lutterworth, the M1 and M6 motorway network, Bruntingthorpe Aerodrome, 

pylons and wind turbines, such as the wind farms north-east of Swinford and 

north-west of Gilmorton. Tranquillity is lower to the west around Lutterworth and 

Magna Park, in the north around Broughton Astley, and in the vicinity of the M1 

and M6. Perceptions of tranquillity and dark skies are highest in pockets of the 

east, away from larger settlements and urban influences. 

  



Chapter 1 Introduction 
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LCA 10a: Lutterworth to Catthorpe 

Including the settlements of Lutterworth, Cotesbach, Shawell and Catthorpe. 

Figure 1.5: Map of LCA 10a: Lutterworth to Catthorpe 
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Figure 1.6: LCA 10a representative photograph 1 
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Figure 1.7: LCA 01a representative photograph 2 

 

This LCA is located in the south-west of the LCT and includes Magna Park, 

Lutterworth and Bitteswell, extending south to the River Avon (which runs along 

the district boundary). The western boundary borders the district boundary with 

Rugby, and the northern boundary borders the farmed lowlands of LCT 9. There 

is continuity in character between this LCT and the neighbouring High Cross 

Plateau, Open Plateau within the Rugby LCA. 
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Natural Influences 

The landform descends from approximately 140m AOD within the rolling 

landform west of the elevated plateau in LCT 8 into gentle lowland valleys of 

approximately 95m AOD. The valley slopes of the River Avon (located along the 

district boundary) and the River Swift and tributary streams create localised 

topographical variation. The predominantly arable agricultural landscape has a 

fragmented pattern of land use with urban features and is interspersed with 

pockets of valued habitats. This includes Cave’s Inns Pitts SSSI, a former 

gravel quarry contains diverse wetland habitats and some of the best neutral 

marsh in the country. The site provides habitat for a range of breeding bird 

species and is connected to a wider network of deciduous woodland priority 

habitat, and grasslands designated as LWS. Woodland cover is low but linear 

woodland is notable along the disused railway line, and to screen urban 

features such as the M1 and M6 corridors and Magna Park. Woodland species 

include a high concentration of ash, as well as oak, poplars and sycamore. 

Hedgerows, hedgerow trees and riparian trees provide ecological connectivity, 

linking a network of priority habitats that include deciduous woodland, lowland 

fens, orchards and streams and wet woodland designated as LWS around 

Lutterworth and Bitteswell. Other LWS relate to watercourses, grassland, 

woodland and species rich hedgerow around the disused gravel workings. 

Cultural Influences 

There is a varied field pattern containing reorganised piecemeal enclosure 

dating back to the mid-19th century, planned enclosure from the 18th and 19th 

centuries, and very large post war fields north of Cotesbach. The market town 

of Lutterworth’s historic centre is designated as a conservation area and 

contains the grade I listed Church of St Mary with the church spire forming a 

prominent landmark visible in skylines further south. The medieval layout of the 

town’s historic centre is still discernible and there is mixed character that 

includes Georgian and Regency era buildings. However, Lutterworth has 

expanded significantly from modern residential development and a large 

industrial complex is located close by to the east of Lutterworth abutting the M1. 
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This contrasts with the smaller historic settlements of Bitteswell, Cotesbach, 

Shawell and Catthorpe which have maintained a strong vernacular of red brick, 

occasional thatch and timber framing with mud and brick infill dating from the 

17th century. Many of these villages contain conservation area designations 

such as Bitteswell and Shawell, and clusters of listed buildings most notably 

including grade II* listed churches such as the Church of St Thomas at 

Catthorpe. Medieval earthworks from a motte castle south-west of All Saints 

Church in Shawell are designated as a scheduled monument and provide a 

localised sense of time depth in the predominantly agricultural landscape. This 

landscape is however influenced by more modern development and 

infrastructure, including the distribution centre at Magna Park in the west, 

Central Park Industrial Units, Cosford Business Park, Wycliffe Industrial Estate 

and expanded modern settlement on the edges of Lutterworth, a sand and 

gravel quarry south of Cotesbach, strategic road network of the M1, M6, A14 

and A5, pylons and Lutterworth golf course. A limited network of PRoW and 

local cycle routes provide access to the landscape, although this is sparse in 

places and locally disrupted by the M6 in the south. 

Perceptual Influences 

Views across undulating arable farmland are enclosed by topography, 

hedgerows and hedgerow trees. Skylines are often wooded, although 

occasionally they are broken by urban form including lighting associated with 

the motorways, the large buildings and mast at Magna Park, and turbines in the 

wider landscape. Woodland helps to integrate the mixed pattern of land use into 

the landscape, largely screening visual effects. Perceptions of tranquillity and 

experiences of dark skies are limited, due to the presence of the major road 

network, turbines, pylons, modern residential and industrial development, large 

farm sheds and equestrian development on the edge of settlement. The M1 and 

M6 are audible in the south and east of the area which further detracts from 

tranquillity in this locality. 
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LCA 10b: Gilmorton to Broughton Astley 

Including the settlements of Broughton Astley, Dunton Bassett, Ashby Magna, 

Peatling Parva, Gilmorton, Walton, and Kimcote. 

Figure 1.8: Map of LCA 10b: Gilmorton to Broughton Astley 
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Figure 1.9: LCA 10b representative photograph 1 
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Figure 1.10: LCA 10b representative photograph 2 

 

This LCA covers the north and east of the LCT. It spans from Broughton Astley 

in the north-west to the River Swift in the south. The northern boundary 

comprises the district boundary with Blaby. The farmed lowlands of LCT 9 are 

located to the north-east and north-west and the elevated farmed plateau of 

LCT 8 is located to the east. There is continuity in character between this LCT 

and the neighbouring LCA 15 Stoney Stanton Rolling Farmland within the Blaby 

LCA. 
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Natural Influences 

This rolling agricultural landscape rises from approximately 70m AOD in the 

shallow floodplain of the River Soar north of Broughton Astley to high points of 

approximately 155m AOD west of Bruntingthorpe Proving Ground. Land-use is 

a large-scale mix of pasture and arable farmland interspersed with urban land 

uses such as Bruntingthorpe Proving Ground, and wind turbines north-west of 

Gilmorton. The River Swift flows south-west towards Lutterworth in a shallow 

valley and the River Soar and its tributaries to the north-west. The river network 

is associated with higher ecological value including Misterton Marshes SSSI, 

deciduous woodland and floodplain grazing marsh priority habitats north of 

Misterton. Streams, woodland, wet grassland adjacent to the River Swift and 

mature ash trees are designated as LWS, and lowland fens are recorded as 

priority habitat east of Kimcote. These include Thornborough Spinney and Rye 

Close Spinney. Other LWS include riparian vegetation and hedgerows 

associated with the River Soar around Broughton Astley in the north, and wet 

woodland associated with a stream with riffle and pool at Mill Dam Spinney and 

Mill Dam Stream east of Peatling Parva. Terrestrial habitats include semi-

improved grassland priority habitat north of Kimcote and within a former quarry 

south of Dunton Bassett, and occasional deciduous woodland, in small blocks 

associated with watercourses such as Thornborough Spinney. Woodland is also 

present in linear strips where it is associated with the M1 and Bruntingthorpe 

Proving Ground. There is a strong framework of hedgerow field boundaries 

containing hawthorn, blackthorn and ash hedgerow trees. 

Cultural Influences 

Fields are a mix of planned enclosure and reorganised piecemeal enclosure 

which date back to the 18th and 19th centuries, as well as 16th/17th century 

piecemeal enclosure and remnants of ridge and furrow around Kimcote and 

Dunton Bassett. Historic field patterns contribute locally to time-depth in the 

predominantly agricultural landscape. The largest settlement is Broughton 

Astley, a large village which has significant amounts of 20th and 21st century 

development, contrasting with the pattern of smaller historic villages scattered 
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throughout the rural landscape. Broughton Astley contains the grade II* listed 

Church of St Mary but does not contain a historic centre or cluster of listed 

buildings typically found in settlement across the District. There is significant 

20th and 21st century residential development on the edges of Gilmorton but 

with good integration into the landscape by hedgerow and trees. Further south, 

smaller villages have a historic and rural character, and Peatling Parva, Walton 

and Kimcote contain designated conservation areas. There is a strong 

vernacular of red and painted brick buildings, slate roofs and occasional thatch. 

Many villages contain listed churches such as the grade II* Church of All Saints 

at Gilmorton which are visible as landmarks in the wider landscape. Scheduled 

monuments include moated sites and fish ponds on the edge of settlement 

including at Dunton Bassett and south-east of St Mary’s Church at Gilmorton. 

Parkland character is present within the arable fields west of Misterton Hall, 

which contain mature oak and lime trees. There is a network of PRoW and local 

cycle routes between settlements including the Leicestershire Round Long 

Distance Footpath which crosses the north of the LCA through Dunton Bassett. 

Route 50 of the NCN passes through the LCA centre connecting the 

settlements of Ashby Magna and Gilmorton. 

Perceptual Influences 

Pylons close to the M1 east of Lutterworth, turbines north-west of Gilmorton, 

masts at Glebe Farm, near Armston Farm, near Mill House Farm and near M1, 

and large farm buildings are often visible on the horizon in medium to long-

distance views across the wider landscape, contrasting the rural character. 

Long, dramatic views towards distant hills on the southern edge of the Peak 

District, east of Stoke-on-Trent, are available north of Dunton Bassett. The M1 

corridor disrupts the sense of tranquillity, but a higher sense of tranquillity can 

be found within rural farmland to the east adjacent to LCT 8. Light pollution from 

the settlements of Broughton Astley in the north, Gilmorton, and spilling into the 

LCA from Lutterworth to the west limits experiences of dark skies. 
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LCA 10c: Walcote to Swinford and North 

Kilworth 

Including the settlements of Walcote, Swinford, North Kilworth and South 

Kilworth. 

Figure 1.11: Map of LCA 10c: Walcote to Swinford and North 

Kilworth 
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Figure 1.12: LCA 10c representative photograph 1 
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Figure 1.13: LCA 10c representative photograph 2 

 

This LCA is located in the south of the LCT. The southern boundary forms the 

district boundary with West Northamptonshire broadly following the River Avon, 

and the River Swift forms the northern boundary. The LCA spans from the M1 

corridor in the west to the elevated plateau of LCT 8 in the east. There is 

continuity in character between this LCT and the neighbouring LCA 19 Broad 

Unwooded Vale LCT in the East Northamptonshire LCA. 
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Natural Influences 

The landform is gently undulating, descending into lowland floodplain 

associated with the River Avon and Stanford Reservoir in the south and River 

Swift to the north. Landcover is mixed but largely agricultural with arable fields 

through the flatter topography of the LCA centre and pasture to the western and 

northern edges and closer to settlement. Mixed land uses include wind turbines 

north-east of Swinford, parkland at Stanford Hall and Kilworth House Hotel, and 

recreational uses such as Kibworth Springs Golf Club. Whilst this is primarily a 

farmed landscape, a number of features combine to form an ecological network. 

These include Stanford Park SSSI, where the parkland landscape includes oak 

avenues and mature trees within grassland pasture which support numerous 

species of lichen. Priority habitats including deciduous woodland, floodplain 

grazing marsh and semi-improved grassland are located further along the 

banks of the River Avon and around Stanford Park. Although still relatively 

sparse, there is a higher proportion of woodland integrated into the agricultural 

land than found elsewhere within the LCT. Species include ash, oak, sycamore 

and lime. Ancient woodland at Shawell Wood forms a dense linear woodland 

east of the M1, and Ainsloe and Caldicote Spinneys form a large area of 

deciduous woodland priority habitat west of Kilworth House Hotel in the north. 

Traditional orchards are located north and south of Walcote. Wetlands include 

The Bogs Local Nature Reserve (LNR) in North Kilworth which contains springs 

and wetland habitats and LWS associated with small ponds and a stream 

feeding into the River Avon south of Swinford. Great Crested Newts and otter 

holts have been recorded in this area. Deciduous woodland and riparian 

vegetation along the banks of Stanford Reservoir provides diverse habitat for 

migrating and breeding birds. There is a strong framework of hedgerow field 

boundaries, with occasional hedgerow trees that are more consistent in the 

west between Shawell Wood and Swinford. A dense line of mature hedgerow 

trees encloses an area of arable fields between Shawell Wood and Walcote and 

is connected to an area of species rich hedgerow designated as LWS. 
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Cultural Influences 

Cultural and historic features include parkland and scheduled monuments which 

add time-depth to the landscape. Parkland at Stanford Hall is designated as an 

RPG, containing oak avenues, wood pasture and a serpentine lake. A 1.5km 

tree lined avenue, indicating a former approach to the hall is still visible. 

Scheduled monuments include the deserted medieval village of Stormsworth, 

and prehistoric settlement, moat and fishponds west of South Kilworth. Parkland 

landscape is also associated with Kilworth House, now a hotel, and east of 

Walcote. The agricultural landscape comprises 19th century planned enclosure 

to the east, reorganised and piecemeal enclosure from the 18th and 19th 

centuries and very large post-war fields found to the west. Significant areas of 

planned enclosure containing ridge and furrow remain around the settlements of 

Swinford, Walcote, North Kilworth and South Kilworth, contributing to a sense of 

time-depth. Rural lanes connect settlement and scattered farmsteads, but large 

areas are inaccessible such as between the nucleated village of Walcote in the 

north and Rugby Road in the south. Swinford and North Kilworth contain 

conservation areas and grade II* listed churches. A vernacular of red brick with 

clay tiles and timber framed and thatched cottages is characteristic of this area. 

The Stanford Reservoir was built in the late 1920s and forms a significant body 

of water which is a distinctive landscape feature within views south into West 

Northamptonshire. A sparse network of PRoW and local cycle routes provide 

some access to the landscape, although there are areas where access is 

limited. 

Perceptual Influences 

Trees and woodland associated with parkland and woodland blocks in the wider 

landscape combine to locally enclose views. These pockets of enclosed 

character contrasts with sweeping longer distance views across the undulating 

open agricultural landscape and into West Northamptonshire. Pylons, and a 

group of wind turbines north-east of Swinford are prominent on the skyline in 

short and long-distance views. These features have an urbanising influence on 

the rural character of this landscape. Dark skies and a sense of tranquillity are 
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strongest in the south-east close to North Kilworth and South Kilworth, with 

some disruption from the M1 corridor and Lutterworth in LCA 10a. 
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Landscape Character Type Evaluation 

Key Sensitivities and Values 

◼ Rolling farmland supporting arable and pastoral farmland with examples 

of historic 16th/17th century piecemeal enclosure and ridge and furrow, 

enclosed by a network of low hedgerows and hedgerow trees. 

◼ Network of rivers, streams, Stanford Reservoir and groups of flooded 

quarry pits which contribute to ecological connectivity. 

◼ Varied habitats, including marshland, wetland and historic parkland, 

contained within three SSSI sites that connect to wider ecological 

networks comprising deciduous woodland (including ancient woodland 

at Shawell Wood) wetland and grassland. 

◼ Time depth associated with historic villages, examples of ridge and 

furrow, scheduled monuments associated with moated sites and 

medieval settlement and parkland such as Stanford Hall and North 

Kilworth House (undesignated). 

◼ Discreet historic villages, indicated by church spires in the wider 

landscape, with a strong local vernacular of red brick, slate, timber 

frames and thatched roofs. 

◼ Localised long-distance views towards the southern Peak District to the 

north. 

Landscape Strategy 

The strategy for the Transitional Rolling Farmland LCT is to conserve the 

network of streams, hedgerows, woodland and wetland, and to and enhance 

connectivity between habitats. The valued historic settlements, parklands and 

scheduled monuments should be conserved and enhanced. 
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Guidance 

Landscape Management 

◼ Protect and manage the streams and watercourses, ponds and Stanford 

Reservoir for the benefit of flood alleviation and biodiversity, including 

River Swift, River Avon (located along the southern boundary), River 

Soar and their tributaries. 

◼ Manage the rivers and the adjacent land to ensure good water quality for 

the benefit of wildlife, addressing issues such as agricultural run-off. 

◼ Manage and enhance the wildlife interest of agricultural fields by 

encouraging the creation of uncultivated field margins and other wildlife-

friendly farming methods. 

◼ Link areas of woodland, riparian corridors, wetland, marshland and 

grassland, waterbodies and sites designated for their natural value 

where possible to improve ecological connectivity and using appropriate 

farming practice which do not detrimentally impact the environment. 

Explore options to expand or create habitats and create/maintain 

linkages between habitats where feasible. 

◼ Protect the historic field patterns, particularly where there is ridge and 

furrow. Protect and appropriately manage the cultural heritage features, 

such as scheduled monuments, conservation areas and listed buildings, 

to preserve the sense of history. 

◼ Retain field patterns and restore the hedgerows forming field boundaries 

where they have been lost or degraded. 

◼ Conserve and enhance hedgerows as an important habitat. 

◼ Protect and maintain valued semi-natural habitats, including the wetland, 

marshland and grassland. 

◼ Protect, enhance and extend the woodland associated with rivers, 

parkland and urban edges, including through providing new habitats and 
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strengthening hedgerows to enhance ecological connectivity between 

woodlands. 

◼ Identify, monitor and manage any effects of pests and diseases on trees 

and woodland. Replace trees lost with species appropriate to the site 

conditions and likely to withstand the effects of climate change in the 

future. 

◼ When planting new trees, ensure they are resilient species, in 

appropriate locations and with adequate management and maintenance 

methods in place to ensure resilient and robust woodlands for the future. 

◼ Conserve traditional orchards for their historic and biodiversity value. 

◼ Protect and manage the integrity of the designed parkland landscapes at 

Stanford Park, Kilworth House Hotel, north of Walton (LCA 10c) and 

Misterton Hall (LCA 10b) and their component heritage features. 

◼ Conserve and promote further interpretation of cultural associations and 

historic assets, such as medieval villages, where this would not be at 

odds with the conservation of these assets. 

◼ Promote and enhance and the network of recreational routes across the 

area. 

Development Management 

◼ Ensure modern extensions and developments respond to the local 

landscape context, and use hedgerow, tree and woodland cover to 

integrate, particularly for tall structures and large scale 

commercial/industrial development on the edges of settlements. This 

also applies to hillsides and overlooked landscapes, particularly where 

development would be visually prominent. Avoid siting development that 

would lead to a loss or fragmentation of the landscape’s designated 

habitats including LWS’s, SSSI and ancient woodland. 

◼ Ensure new and changing land uses do not further erode the rural 

character of the area by planning for the improved integration of new 

and existing urban edges through woodland and vegetation. 



LCT 10: Transitional Rolling Farmland 

Harborough Landscape Character Assessment  31 

◼ Utilise trees and woodland to screen major transport routes to reduce 

their visual and audial impacts. 

◼ Conserve the pattern of discreet, small historic villages and retain 

separation between settlements, including between Lutterworth and 

Bitteswell. 

◼ Protect the landscape’s role as an immediate rural hinterland to the 

settlements of Lutterworth and Broughton Astley. 

◼ Protect the unifying local vernacular of the area which includes red brick 

and slate roofs, timber frames and thatched roofs. New development or 

conversions should retain some local character by incorporating 

traditional building styles and materials where possible. 

◼ Manage change arising from future development or farm diversification 

to ensure it can be accommodated without detriment to the valued 

attributes and sense of place. 

◼ Ensure mineral extraction does not detract from the naturalistic and 

tranquil qualities of the area. Seek positive restoration schemes for 

mineral extraction sites to grassland habitats and woodland. Seek 

opportunities for recreational use of restored sites where this is 

compatible with nature conservation objectives. 

◼ Retain the character of the rural lanes to avoid an urbanising influence 

on the rural landscape. 

◼ Protect dark skies by preventing and positively reducing artificial light 

pollution. 
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	Location and Summary 
	Lying in the west of the Harborough District, the Transitional Rolling Farmland Landscape Character Type (LCT) is located between the elevated plateau of LCT 8 to the east, and the lowlands of LCT 9 to the north and west. To the north is the district boundary with Blaby, to the south-east is the Leicestershire-West Northamptonshire district boundary along the River Avon, and to the south-west is the Leicestershire-Rugby district boundary, marked by the A5 (Watling Street). The LCT boundary is broadly define
	This LCT is defined by the rolling landform and the pattern of mixed land use that has an urbanising impact on this otherwise agricultural landscape. Arable and pastoral fields are interspersed with modern development including the town of Lutterworth, industry such as Magna Park, wind turbines and major road infrastructure which result in urban features often visible in long-distance views. Pockets of rural historic character and biodiverse habitats add localised time-depth, tranquillity and ecological ric
	Representative Photographs 
	Figure 1.3: LCT 10 representative photograph 1 
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	Figure 1.4: LCT 10 representative photograph 2 
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	Key Characteristics 
	L
	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Rolling landform containing the gentle valleys of the River Soar, River Swift, River Avon and their associated tributaries. 

	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Primarily medium to large scale arable farmland enclosed by low hedgerow boundaries with hedgerow trees, and some pasture in floodplains and associated with villages, including examples of ridge and furrow. 

	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Primarily a farmed landscape with pockets of varied habitat including three sites of special scientific interest (SSSI) relating to marshland, wetland and historic parkland containing lichen species that are well connected to a wider ecological network including woodland, wetland and grassland. 

	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Settlement comprises the town of Lutterworth, large village of Broughton Astley and small, discreet historic villages, often with conservation areas and churches which provide landmarks in the wider landscape. 

	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Urban and more modern features include modern residential development on the edges of Lutterworth, Magna Park distribution park, the M1 and M6 motorways, wind farms, Bruntingthorpe Proving Ground, and pylons. 

	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Historic villages, scheduled monuments relating to prehistoric settlement and medieval villages and occasional parklands, such as Stanford Park contribute to a localised sense of time-depth. 

	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Flooded quarry pits from sand and gravel extraction form groups of fishing ponds across the area. 


	  
	Natural Influences 
	The majority of the LCT is underlain by a bedrock of Triassic to Jurassic mudstone, siltstone, limestone and sandstone. The northern tip around Broughton Astley is underlain with mudstone, siltstone and sandstone. This bedrock is overlain with superficial clay, sand and gravel deposits which were deposited during glaciation along the river valleys. This varied underlying geology has influenced the undulating landform. Across much of the area the soils are slow draining loamy and clayey, with patches of free
	The rolling landform is influenced by shallow valleys created by the River Soar, River Swift, River Avon and their tributaries in the north, centre and south of the LCT respectively. Landform between the floodplains of the shallow valleys is gently undulating. Flooded quarry pits from sand and gravel extraction form groups of fishing ponds across the area, for example west of Shawell. The elevation ranges from a maximum height of approximately 154m AOD south-east of Walcote to approximately 70m AOD north an
	This is primarily a farmed landscape, however marshland, woodland and parkland habitats have been designated as SSSI. These include Cave's Inn Pits designated for its natural marshland, wetland, scrub and grassland, Misterton Marshes designated for its unimproved wetland and Stanford Park designated for its diversity of lichen species within parkland. These sites are connected to a wider ecological network of woodland, marshland, meadow and rivers designated as priority habitats and local wildlife sites (LW
	provides additional habitat and connectivity, with species rich hedgerow designated as LWS close to settlements such as Broughton Astley and Shawell. 
	Woodland coverage varies from low to moderate. A pattern of small woodlands, spinneys, gorses, and coverts, such as Thornborough Spinney and Swinford Covert are integrated into the agricultural landscape. Shawell Wood is ancient woodland. The predominant tree species are ash and willow, with numerous mature specimens designated as LWS. Larger blocks of deciduous woodland are found further north, largely associated with screening urban elements such as the M1 corridor, Magna Park and Bruntingthorpe Aerodrome
	Cultural Influences 
	Historic and cultural assets within the farmed landscape include prehistoric settlement and medieval village remains designated as scheduled monuments, for example west of South Kilworth and north-east of Swinford. Other scheduled monuments include the moated sites and fishponds west of South Kilworth. Parkland is present in the south, where Stanford Hall Registered Park and Garden (RPG) is grade II listed. Features within the parkland, which was first planted in 1700, include a 1.5km oak avenue and serpent
	The landscape contains a variety of field patterns ranging from very large post war fields which have been amalgamated, 18th and 19th century planned enclosure, 16th/17th century piecemeal enclosure west of Gilmorton, reorganised piecemeal enclosure from the mid-19th century and areas of ridge and furrow, particularly located around Walton and Kimcote. The highest concentration of large fields is found south of Lutterworth, contributing to a sense of an openness associated with the gently undulating topogra
	Whilst urban and modern features are consistent across the landscape, pockets of rural character have been preserved. Historic villages are present in the north-east and south of the LCT. These include Peatling Parva, Bitteswell and Swinford. These villages often contain conservation area designations and clusters of listed buildings, notably grade II* listed churches such as the Church of All Saints at Gilmorton. Traditional architectural materials include red brick, slate, timber frames and thatched roofs
	The Stanford Reservoir was built in the late 1920s. It forms a significant body of standing water on the boundary between Harborough and West Northamptonshire that is visible from the north. The industrial importance of this landscape for historical sand and gravel extraction is evident in the numerous groups of flooded former pits. Ponds are now used for commercial fishing, and generally well screened by trees and woodland. Mineral extraction is ongoing south of Cotesbach. 
	The LCT contains significant road infrastructure including the M1 and M6 motorways and A roads including the A5 (Watling Street) along the western boundary, A14 in the south, and the A4303, which becomes the A4304 east of Lutterworth. This is complemented by a winding network of rural lanes with low hedgerows and hedgerow trees that radiate out from smaller villages. The impact of major road networks is softened in places by linear woodland, which is particularly dense to the west of the M1. The public righ
	Perceptual Influences 
	The relatively flat topography and low to moderate woodland cover results in a broad and relatively open landscape with medium distance views. Long distance views are often contained by gentle undulations in landform and hedgerows. In places, for example north of Dunton Basset, dramatic views 
	include a distant backdrop of hills on the southern edge of the Peak District, east of Stoke-on-Trent. The presence of pylons, wind turbines and masts introduce modern vertical features onto the skyline, occasionally softened by woodland screening. 
	Whilst this is primarily an agricultural landscape, there are multiple urban elements associated with the town of Lutterworth and large village of Broughton Astley which reduces tranquillity due to audible elements and movement within the landscape. Woodland screening has helped integrate urbanising features, however their influence remains notable, and they fragment the landscape and contrast the rural character. These include large areas of modern residential development on the settlement edges of Lutterw
	  
	Landscape Character Areas 
	LCA 10a: Lutterworth to Catthorpe 
	Including the settlements of Lutterworth, Cotesbach, Shawell and Catthorpe. 
	Figure 1.5: Map of LCA 10a: Lutterworth to Catthorpe 
	 
	Figure
	Figure 1.6: LCA 10a representative photograph 1 
	 
	Figure
	Figure 1.7: LCA 01a representative photograph 2 
	 
	Figure
	This LCA is located in the south-west of the LCT and includes Magna Park, Lutterworth and Bitteswell, extending south to the River Avon (which runs along the district boundary). The western boundary borders the district boundary with Rugby, and the northern boundary borders the farmed lowlands of LCT 9. There is continuity in character between this LCT and the neighbouring High Cross Plateau, Open Plateau within the Rugby LCA. 
	  
	Natural Influences 
	The landform descends from approximately 140m AOD within the rolling landform west of the elevated plateau in LCT 8 into gentle lowland valleys of approximately 95m AOD. The valley slopes of the River Avon (located along the district boundary) and the River Swift and tributary streams create localised topographical variation. The predominantly arable agricultural landscape has a fragmented pattern of land use with urban features and is interspersed with pockets of valued habitats. This includes Cave’s Inns 
	Cultural Influences 
	There is a varied field pattern containing reorganised piecemeal enclosure dating back to the mid-19th century, planned enclosure from the 18th and 19th centuries, and very large post war fields north of Cotesbach. The market town of Lutterworth’s historic centre is designated as a conservation area and contains the grade I listed Church of St Mary with the church spire forming a prominent landmark visible in skylines further south. The medieval layout of the town’s historic centre is still discernible and 
	This contrasts with the smaller historic settlements of Bitteswell, Cotesbach, Shawell and Catthorpe which have maintained a strong vernacular of red brick, occasional thatch and timber framing with mud and brick infill dating from the 17th century. Many of these villages contain conservation area designations such as Bitteswell and Shawell, and clusters of listed buildings most notably including grade II* listed churches such as the Church of St Thomas at Catthorpe. Medieval earthworks from a motte castle 
	Perceptual Influences 
	Views across undulating arable farmland are enclosed by topography, hedgerows and hedgerow trees. Skylines are often wooded, although occasionally they are broken by urban form including lighting associated with the motorways, the large buildings and mast at Magna Park, and turbines in the wider landscape. Woodland helps to integrate the mixed pattern of land use into the landscape, largely screening visual effects. Perceptions of tranquillity and experiences of dark skies are limited, due to the presence o
	  
	LCA 10b: Gilmorton to Broughton Astley 
	Including the settlements of Broughton Astley, Dunton Bassett, Ashby Magna, Peatling Parva, Gilmorton, Walton, and Kimcote. 
	Figure 1.8: Map of LCA 10b: Gilmorton to Broughton Astley 
	 
	Figure
	Figure 1.9: LCA 10b representative photograph 1 
	 
	Figure
	Figure 1.10: LCA 10b representative photograph 2 
	 
	Figure
	This LCA covers the north and east of the LCT. It spans from Broughton Astley in the north-west to the River Swift in the south. The northern boundary comprises the district boundary with Blaby. The farmed lowlands of LCT 9 are located to the north-east and north-west and the elevated farmed plateau of LCT 8 is located to the east. There is continuity in character between this LCT and the neighbouring LCA 15 Stoney Stanton Rolling Farmland within the Blaby LCA. 
	  
	Natural Influences 
	This rolling agricultural landscape rises from approximately 70m AOD in the shallow floodplain of the River Soar north of Broughton Astley to high points of approximately 155m AOD west of Bruntingthorpe Proving Ground. Land-use is a large-scale mix of pasture and arable farmland interspersed with urban land uses such as Bruntingthorpe Proving Ground, and wind turbines north-west of Gilmorton. The River Swift flows south-west towards Lutterworth in a shallow valley and the River Soar and its tributaries to t
	Cultural Influences 
	Fields are a mix of planned enclosure and reorganised piecemeal enclosure which date back to the 18th and 19th centuries, as well as 16th/17th century piecemeal enclosure and remnants of ridge and furrow around Kimcote and Dunton Bassett. Historic field patterns contribute locally to time-depth in the predominantly agricultural landscape. The largest settlement is Broughton Astley, a large village which has significant amounts of 20th and 21st century development, contrasting with the pattern of smaller his
	throughout the rural landscape. Broughton Astley contains the grade II* listed Church of St Mary but does not contain a historic centre or cluster of listed buildings typically found in settlement across the District. There is significant 20th and 21st century residential development on the edges of Gilmorton but with good integration into the landscape by hedgerow and trees. Further south, smaller villages have a historic and rural character, and Peatling Parva, Walton and Kimcote contain designated conser
	Perceptual Influences 
	Pylons close to the M1 east of Lutterworth, turbines north-west of Gilmorton, masts at Glebe Farm, near Armston Farm, near Mill House Farm and near M1, and large farm buildings are often visible on the horizon in medium to long-distance views across the wider landscape, contrasting the rural character. Long, dramatic views towards distant hills on the southern edge of the Peak District, east of Stoke-on-Trent, are available north of Dunton Bassett. The M1 corridor disrupts the sense of tranquillity, but a h
	  
	LCA 10c: Walcote to Swinford and North Kilworth 
	Including the settlements of Walcote, Swinford, North Kilworth and South Kilworth. 
	Figure 1.11: Map of LCA 10c: Walcote to Swinford and North Kilworth 
	 
	Figure
	Figure 1.12: LCA 10c representative photograph 1 
	 
	Figure
	Figure 1.13: LCA 10c representative photograph 2 
	 
	Figure
	This LCA is located in the south of the LCT. The southern boundary forms the district boundary with West Northamptonshire broadly following the River Avon, and the River Swift forms the northern boundary. The LCA spans from the M1 corridor in the west to the elevated plateau of LCT 8 in the east. There is continuity in character between this LCT and the neighbouring LCA 19 Broad Unwooded Vale LCT in the East Northamptonshire LCA. 
	  
	Natural Influences 
	The landform is gently undulating, descending into lowland floodplain associated with the River Avon and Stanford Reservoir in the south and River Swift to the north. Landcover is mixed but largely agricultural with arable fields through the flatter topography of the LCA centre and pasture to the western and northern edges and closer to settlement. Mixed land uses include wind turbines north-east of Swinford, parkland at Stanford Hall and Kilworth House Hotel, and recreational uses such as Kibworth Springs 
	Cultural Influences 
	Cultural and historic features include parkland and scheduled monuments which add time-depth to the landscape. Parkland at Stanford Hall is designated as an RPG, containing oak avenues, wood pasture and a serpentine lake. A 1.5km tree lined avenue, indicating a former approach to the hall is still visible. Scheduled monuments include the deserted medieval village of Stormsworth, and prehistoric settlement, moat and fishponds west of South Kilworth. Parkland landscape is also associated with Kilworth House, 
	Perceptual Influences 
	Trees and woodland associated with parkland and woodland blocks in the wider landscape combine to locally enclose views. These pockets of enclosed character contrasts with sweeping longer distance views across the undulating open agricultural landscape and into West Northamptonshire. Pylons, and a group of wind turbines north-east of Swinford are prominent on the skyline in short and long-distance views. These features have an urbanising influence on the rural character of this landscape. Dark skies and a s
	strongest in the south-east close to North Kilworth and South Kilworth, with some disruption from the M1 corridor and Lutterworth in LCA 10a. 
	  
	Landscape Character Type Evaluation 
	Key Sensitivities and Values 
	L
	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Rolling farmland supporting arable and pastoral farmland with examples of historic 16th/17th century piecemeal enclosure and ridge and furrow, enclosed by a network of low hedgerows and hedgerow trees. 

	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Network of rivers, streams, Stanford Reservoir and groups of flooded quarry pits which contribute to ecological connectivity. 

	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Varied habitats, including marshland, wetland and historic parkland, contained within three SSSI sites that connect to wider ecological networks comprising deciduous woodland (including ancient woodland at Shawell Wood) wetland and grassland. 

	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Time depth associated with historic villages, examples of ridge and furrow, scheduled monuments associated with moated sites and medieval settlement and parkland such as Stanford Hall and North Kilworth House (undesignated). 

	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Discreet historic villages, indicated by church spires in the wider landscape, with a strong local vernacular of red brick, slate, timber frames and thatched roofs. 

	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Localised long-distance views towards the southern Peak District to the north. 


	Landscape Strategy 
	The strategy for the Transitional Rolling Farmland LCT is to conserve the network of streams, hedgerows, woodland and wetland, and to and enhance connectivity between habitats. The valued historic settlements, parklands and scheduled monuments should be conserved and enhanced. 
	Guidance 
	Landscape Management 
	L
	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Protect and manage the streams and watercourses, ponds and Stanford Reservoir for the benefit of flood alleviation and biodiversity, including River Swift, River Avon (located along the southern boundary), River Soar and their tributaries. 

	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Manage the rivers and the adjacent land to ensure good water quality for the benefit of wildlife, addressing issues such as agricultural run-off. 

	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Manage and enhance the wildlife interest of agricultural fields by encouraging the creation of uncultivated field margins and other wildlife-friendly farming methods. 

	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Link areas of woodland, riparian corridors, wetland, marshland and grassland, waterbodies and sites designated for their natural value where possible to improve ecological connectivity and using appropriate farming practice which do not detrimentally impact the environment. Explore options to expand or create habitats and create/maintain linkages between habitats where feasible. 

	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Protect the historic field patterns, particularly where there is ridge and furrow. Protect and appropriately manage the cultural heritage features, such as scheduled monuments, conservation areas and listed buildings, to preserve the sense of history. 

	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Retain field patterns and restore the hedgerows forming field boundaries where they have been lost or degraded. 

	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Conserve and enhance hedgerows as an important habitat. 

	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Protect and maintain valued semi-natural habitats, including the wetland, marshland and grassland. 

	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Protect, enhance and extend the woodland associated with rivers, parkland and urban edges, including through providing new habitats and 


	L
	LI
	Lbl
	strengthening hedgerows to enhance ecological connectivity between woodlands. 

	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Identify, monitor and manage any effects of pests and diseases on trees and woodland. Replace trees lost with species appropriate to the site conditions and likely to withstand the effects of climate change in the future. 

	LI
	Lbl
	◼ When planting new trees, ensure they are resilient species, in appropriate locations and with adequate management and maintenance methods in place to ensure resilient and robust woodlands for the future. 

	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Conserve traditional orchards for their historic and biodiversity value. 

	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Protect and manage the integrity of the designed parkland landscapes at Stanford Park, Kilworth House Hotel, north of Walton (LCA 10c) and Misterton Hall (LCA 10b) and their component heritage features. 

	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Conserve and promote further interpretation of cultural associations and historic assets, such as medieval villages, where this would not be at odds with the conservation of these assets. 

	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Promote and enhance and the network of recreational routes across the area. 


	Development Management 
	L
	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Ensure modern extensions and developments respond to the local landscape context, and use hedgerow, tree and woodland cover to integrate, particularly for tall structures and large scale commercial/industrial development on the edges of settlements. This also applies to hillsides and overlooked landscapes, particularly where development would be visually prominent. Avoid siting development that would lead to a loss or fragmentation of the landscape’s designated habitats including LWS’s, SSSI and ancient w

	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Ensure new and changing land uses do not further erode the rural character of the area by planning for the improved integration of new and existing urban edges through woodland and vegetation. 


	L
	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Utilise trees and woodland to screen major transport routes to reduce their visual and audial impacts. 

	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Conserve the pattern of discreet, small historic villages and retain separation between settlements, including between Lutterworth and Bitteswell. 

	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Protect the landscape’s role as an immediate rural hinterland to the settlements of Lutterworth and Broughton Astley. 

	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Protect the unifying local vernacular of the area which includes red brick and slate roofs, timber frames and thatched roofs. New development or conversions should retain some local character by incorporating traditional building styles and materials where possible. 

	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Manage change arising from future development or farm diversification to ensure it can be accommodated without detriment to the valued attributes and sense of place. 

	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Ensure mineral extraction does not detract from the naturalistic and tranquil qualities of the area. Seek positive restoration schemes for mineral extraction sites to grassland habitats and woodland. Seek opportunities for recreational use of restored sites where this is compatible with nature conservation objectives. 

	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Retain the character of the rural lanes to avoid an urbanising influence on the rural landscape. 

	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Protect dark skies by preventing and positively reducing artificial light pollution. 
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