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1. Introduction

1.1 Background

The2011LocalismActhasgivencommunitiegheright to draw up a NeighbourhoodPlan.Thisrightis
aimedat givinglocalcommunitiesgenuineopportunities to influence the future of th@lacesvhere
theylive.

Thefirst NeighbourhoodPlanfor BroughtorAstleywasW Y | R $afuary2014followinga successful
localreferendum.lt wasone of the firstNeighbourhoodPlansin the country andit proposedmajor

housingandemploymentdevelopmentogetherwith improvementsn recreationandretail provision.
Most of thesedevelopmentdavetakenplaceor are nearingcompletion.

We have now started the process of replacindg\ibighbourhoodPlan.Thenew planwill takeaccount
of changesn nationalplanningpolicyandthe Harborough Local Plan that was adoptezDit9.Further,
becausehe villagehasseena periodof significanthange pur newplanwill focus more on protecting
the local environmentWe believe thesenodifications will change theature of the plan and will
require examinatiomnda referendum.

1.2 Broughton AstlefNeighbourhoodArea

Figure 1 Neighbourhood Area

@ Crown copyright and database right. All rights reserved (100050561) 2022 Contains Ordnance Survey data © Crown copyright and database right 2022




BroughtonAstleyisalargevillagein the Harborough district dfeicestershire, Englandidtsituated in
the south of Leicestershire, aboutndiles (10 km) east of Hinckley, about 9 milesk{h) from the
centre of Leicester, and about Milesfrom Coventry.Theparishbordersthe Blabydistrict to the
north. Thepopulation of the civiparish (which includes Sutton in the EIms) attime of the2021
census wa8,647.Sutton in theEImsis northwestof the centreof BroughtonAstley.The whole of the
parish of Broughton Astley wdssignatedasa NeighbourhoodAreaon 29 October2012(Map1). It
iIsanareaof almost1,000 hectares.

The NeighbourhoodPlanis being preparedby BroughtonAstley ParishCouncil,supportedby the
Neighbourhood Plan Delivery and MonitoBrgup.TheNeighbourhoodlancoversthe period2018
to 2041, in line with the emerging Local Plan

The ParishCouncilwebsitenttps://www.broughtorrastiey.gov.ukprovidesinformation and updates
aboutNeighbourhoodPlanpreparation and progress.

1.3 BasidcConditions

Only a draft NeighbourhoodPlanthat meets eachof a set of basic conditions can be put to a
referendumandbe adopted.Thismeansthat there is not an entirely free hand over how thlan is
prepared. The Neighbourhood Plan musive regardto the National PlanningPolicyFramework
(NPPFE)updated in December 202®1d the development plaior the area

1.3.1 Harborough_.ocalPlan

The relevant development plan for the area isHlagboroughLocalPlanwhich was adopted by
HarborouglDistrictCounciin April2019.

The Local Plan identifies Strategic Developmeras(SDAsEastof Lutterworth and at Scraptoft
North, asthe principalmeansof meetingHarboroughb A & G NJ&A O ardémpliythezideys

Broughton Astleyis identified as a Key Centréakinginto accountthe delivery of existing
commitments anccompletions and an allowander windfalls, Broughton Astley is not expected to
accommodatenajornewhousingor employmentlevelopment.

1.4 CommunityEngagemendindConsultation

The Broughton Astley NeighbourhoodPlanbelongs to the people oBroughton Astley. Thérst
Neighbourhood Plan was prepared using Wewsof local peoplethrough a variety of different
consultationtechniquesncludinga stallat thelocalcarnival eveningmeetingsjnteractiveroadshows
andavillagewidesurvey Atareferendum held on 16 January 2014, 89% oRtfid 7votesthat were
castsupportedtheNeighbourhoodPlan.

OurnewNeighbourhoodPlanwill alsotake accountof the viewsof localpeople.UnderRegulatiori4
of the NeighbourhoodPlanning{GeneralRegulation012,a pre-submission consultatioperiod of


https://www.broughton-astley.gov.uk/

no less than six weeks time proposednew NeighbourhoodPlanfor BroughtonAstleywill run from
2011 to 2@1 in line with theemergingLocal Plan.

A copy of thePreSubmission Draft of the ne®Rlanwill be availableto download, along with
supportingdocumentation,on the BroughtonAstleyParishCounciwebsite.A leaflet publicisinghe
PreSubmissiomraft of the Planwill be deliveredto all householdsithin the Parish.

Representationsn the contentsof the Pre Submission Draft of the Plan can be submittetht®o
ParishCouncilThesemustbereceivedby [insert date].

Tocommenton anyaspectof the Pre Submissiobraft of the Plan,pleasewrite to the ParishCouncil
or complete and return a copy of the Pr8&ubmission Representation Form. The form loan
downloaded from the Parish Council websiemmentsnay bereturned:

Viae-mailto:
parishmanager@broughteastley.gov.uk

Bypostto:

Broughton Astley Parish Council OffitagionRoad
BroughtonAstley

Leicester

LESGPT

All representations and comments received béltonsideredy BroughtonAstleyParishCounciand
may be used to amend the P&aibmissiolraft of the Plan. Following this, a ConsultaStetement,
including a summary of all commergseived and how these were considered, williaeleavailable
on the Broughton Astley Pari€louncilwebsite.

The Plan will then be submitted to HarborowjktrictCounciffor publicationand,under Regulation
16 of the NeighbourhoodPlanning GeneralRegulation2012,a further sixweekpublic consultation
will take place before it is seéntan Independent Examiner.

Material modifications which do not change tieure of the plan would require examination Inatt
a referendum. Material modifications whiato change the nature of the plan woutdquire
examinationand a referendum.The ParishCouncilhas concludedthat some materialchanges are
required but the broad nature of thideighbourhoodPlan wilhot change.

When the Plan is adopted, it will form part of th&tutoryDevelopmentPlanfor BroughtorAstley.
Harborough District Council will continue be responsible for determining most planning
applications, but in Broughton Astley Parish piodiciesin the NeighbourhoodPlan,together with
policies from the adopted Local Plan willthe basisfor those decisionsalongwith other material
considerations.


mailto:parishmanager@broughton-astley.gov.uk

What has changed?

The following changes (other than planning policy updates and formatting amendments) have been
made to the Neighbourhood Plan which was Madelagborough District Council in January 2014.
They are listed by reference to the Made 2014 Neighbourhood Plan policy numbers, except for new
policies (not covered in the 2019 Made Plan), as indicated.

H1- ALLOCATIONS POLICY is now Policy 1 Residential Site Allocation with a new allocation to meet
the housing requirement set by the District Council as part of the Local plan Review.

H2- AFFORDABLE HOUSING is now Policy 5 Affordable Housing which has been updated to reflect
the recommendations of the Housing Needs Assessment (Appendix A).

H3- WINDFALL AND BACKLAND DEVELOPMENTS is now Policy 3 Windfall Housing and has been
updated to reflect current circumstances.

S1- SHOPPING is now Policy 7 Broughton Astley Village Centre and has been updated to reflect
current circumstances.

E1- EMPLOYMENT is now Policy 9 Employment and Business development and has been updated
based on recently gathered evidence.

T1- TRANSPORT AND TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT is now Policy 13 Traffic Management and has been
updated to reflect current circumstances.

L1¢ IMPROVED LEISURE FACILITIES has been replaced by Policy 19 Infrastructure which identifies
priorities for future infrastructure requirements.

W1¢IMPROVED HEALTHCARE FACILITIES is now Policy 18 Community Hub.

EH1- ENVIRONMENTHERITAGE AND OPEN SPACE FOR PROTECTION is replaced by policies 20 ¢
21 and has been updated to reflect further evidence of locally important sites.

EH2- AREA OF SEPARATION is now policy 24 and remains largely the same as in the Made
Neighbourhood Plan.

SD1- PRESUMPTION IN FAVOUR OF SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT has been deleted as it offers
a general statement of intent.

Cl1 COMMUNITY INFRASTRUCTURE has been replaced by Policy 19 Infrastructure which provides :
updated list of priorities.

P1- PHASING OF DEVELOPMENT POLICY related to the site allocations in the Made Neighbourhooc
Plan and has been deleted along with the policies detailing specific allocation requirements.

In addition, some new policies have been introduced to the Neighbourhood Plan review as follows:
Policy 2 LIMITS TO DEVELOPMENT establishes the development boundary for Broughton Astley.
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Policy 4 HOUSING MIX reflects the findings from the Housing Needs Assessment (Appendix A)

Policy 8 VILLAGE CENTRE PARKING establishes the parking standards for new residential
development in the Village Centre. The parking standards themselves are the same as for the Made
Neighbourhood Plan.

Policy 10: COTTAGE LANE INDUSTRIAL ESTATE AND ESTLEY GREEN BUSINESS PARK establis
developmentequirements for this business park.

Policy 11: COVENTRY ROAD BUSINESS PARK establishes the development requirements for this
business park.

Policy 12: RURAL BUSINESS sets the development requirements for rural businesses.
Policy 14: BROUGHTON WAY supports the creation of a new footpath.

Policy 15: ELECTRIC CAR CHARGING supports communal electric car charging facilities in the
Neighbourhood Area.

Policy 16: SCHOOLS EXPANSION sets the criteria that needs to be in place for School expansion
locally.

Policy 17: BROADBAND INFRASTRUCTURE establishes support for superfast broadband.

POLICY 22: SITES AND FEATURES OF NATURAL ENVIRONMENT SIGNIFICANCE identifies locall
important environment sites locally

Policy 23: COUNTRYSIDE identifies the landscape character of the Neighbourhood Area.

Policy 25: Public Rights of Way network supports the protection and expansion of the footpath
network.

POLICY 26: BIODIVERSITY AND HABITAT CONNECTIVITY identifies a wildlife corridor and protects
biodiversity in the Neighbourhood Area.

Policy 27: TREES AND HEDGEROWS helps to protect existing trees and hedgerows.

POLICY 28: CLIMATE CHANGE AND FLOOD RISK sets conditions to be applied to development to h
prevent flooding.

POLICY 29: SITES OF HISTORICAL ENVIRONMENT SIGNIFICANCE identifies locally important
environment sites locally of historical significance.

POLICY 30 Ndpesignated Heritage Assets confirms locally important buildings and structures for
protection.

POLICY 31: RIDGE AND FURROW supports the protection of remaining ridge and furrow sites.



2. About Broughton Astley

Broughton Astley is a rural settlement surrounded by farmland. It lies close to thewastérn
boundary of Harborough District, six miles north of Lutterworth and nine miles\sestlof Leicester
City. The village has good road access to Hincklby,a1d the retail developments at Fosse Shopping
Park and Grove Park adjoining the M1/M69.

Broughton Astley is a large village of ancient origins, formed as an amalgamation of three
communities Broughton, Sutton in the EIms and Primethorpe.

In the 1960s, there was an overspill agreement to build hundreds of houses between Sutton in the
Elms and Primethorpe to help meet the housing ne&ts. two communities became linked along

Main Street and Leicester Road. Sutton in the Elms is separated from Broughton Astley by the B581
Broughton Way bypass and retains its own separate identity.

NEdZAKG2y ! &aifSeQa LINREAYAGeEe (2 [SAOSaiGSNI KI &
40 years. Between 1991 and 2001 alone the population increased by almost a third.

In 1968 the population of Broughton Astley was approximately 1,800. At the time of the 2011 Census
the population was 8,940 in 3,422 househoRig2021 this hdincreased to 9,647



3 Key Issues, Sustainablevelopment and Vision

3.1 The First Neighbourhood Plan

Many of the proposals of the first Neighbourhood Plan for Broughton Astley have already been
achieved:

1. A new Aldi store opened on Buxton Crescent in September 2017.

2. In December 201Broughton Astley Leisure Centre opened. There is also a 3G Astroturf pitch
for outdoor sports and land has been reserved for an expansion of the Leisure Centre.

3. Land and developer contributions towards the provision of a new medical centre have been
securedbut not yet used

4. Estley Green, a 2f#ctare business park to the north of Cottage Lane Industrial Estate, has

planning permission. The Corner House Garage was the first occupier and Phase 1 of the Business Pal
IS now complete.

5. Land north of Coventry Road that was allocated for mixed employment/service and leisure use
is currently the subject of an outline planning application.
6. Land for over 500 new homes has been provatetidevelopment completed

Some of these developments are not yet complete, so Broughton Astley will continue to experience
change. Our intention now is to consolidate the proposals of the first Neighbourhood Plan and provide
greater environmental protection for local people.

3.2 Sustainable Development

Our Plan must contribute to the achievement of sustainable development. The planning system has
three overarching objectives, which are interdependent and need to be pursued in mutually
supportive ways (so that opportunitiean be taken to secure net gains across each of the different
objectives):

1. an economic objective to help build a strong, responsive and competitive economy, by
ensuring that sufficient land of the right types is available in the right places and at the right time to
support growth, innovation and improved productivity; and dentifying and coordinating the
provision of infrastructure;

2. a social objective to support strong, vibrant and healthy communities, by ensuring that a
sufficient number and range of homes can be provided to meet the needs of present and future
generations; and by fostering a wedisigned and safe built environntewith accessible services and
21LISYy aL) O0Sa GKIFIG NBFESOUO OdaNNByYy(d FyR Fdzidz2NE vy S
well-being; and

3. an environmental objectiveto contribute to protecting and enhancing the natural, built and
historic environment; including making effective use of land, helping to improve biodiversity, using
natural resources prudently, minimising waste and polluamid, mitigating and adapting to climate
change, including moving to a low carbon economy.



Our Neighbourhood Plan shows what sustainable development in Broughton Astley means in practice.

3.3 Vision

In setting out the aims for the Plan it is vital to consider how Broughton Astley should be at the end of
the plan period. The Plan needs to be aspirational, but realistic. The vision statement set out on the
next page has helped guide the preparationh& hew Broughton Astley Neighbourhood Plan and
makes it clear what the Plan is aiming to achieve.

Our vision statement is broadly aligned with the core objectives of the first neighbourhood Plan, but
it has been revised to take account of its achievem@&y201 we expect the following:

New housing
meets local needs

The character and
The impact of beaut?fduf th: b
traffic on village countryside and i
i natural
life has been _
inimi environment are
minimised
safeguarded
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4 Housingand the built environment

4.1 Harborough Local Plan 202031

The Harborough Local Plan was adopted in April 2019.

The Local Plan identifies Strategic Development Areas (SDASs) East of Lutterworth and at Scraptofi
b2NI K> Fa GKS LINAYOALIf YSFIya 2F YSSGAy3 1 Nb:

Broughton Astley is identified as a Key Centre in the Local Plan. The Local Plan recognises that the firs
Broughton Astley Neighbourhood Plan allocated more than enough housing land to meet its needs, so
no new major housing sites are proposed in our pam.

In February 2025, Harborough District Council issued its Regulation 19 version of the new Local Plan.

. NRdzAKG2y !'aidtSe Aa OflraaAFTASR Fa | W[ IFNHBS +Af
Glen and Kibworth.

The emerging Local Plan identities housing requirement for Harborough Distais1 3,182 between
2020 and 2041. The annual housing requirement is 657 homes per year between 2020 and 2036, and
534 homes per year between 2036 and 2041.

Policy DSO1 in the emerging Local Plan identifiret housing requirement for Broughton Astley of
475 homesPolicy SAO01 allocates a site for residential development for 475 dwellings on land off
Frolsworth Road within the Neighbourhood Area.

4.2 Housing Supply

The first Broughton Astley Neighbourhood Plan allocated land for at least 400 new homes. Three sites
were allocated and one site previously had planning permission (Crowfoot Way):

4.2.1 Broughton Way

On 22 December 2017, detailed planning permission was granted (Ref: 17/01603/REM) for a mixed
use development comprising up to 310 residential units; a food store and petrol station; a community
leisure/sports building; a medical centre; employment unitd a variety of areas for formal and
informal sport and recreation, foot and cycle paths, sustainable drainage features, access roads and
flIyRAOILIAYIAD WSt azyQa 9aidfSe mhdRShdmeR &endvi ity Sy i

4.2.2 Coventry Road

On 8 June 2016, full planning permission (Ref: 16/00370/FUL) was granted to William Davis for a
housing development south of Coventry Road. The Mill Fields development of 187anemesy
built.

11



4.2.3 Dunton Road

Originally allocated as a housing reserve site in the first Neighbourhood Plan, full planning permission
(Ref: 13/01539/FUL) was granted on appeal for the erection of 24 dwellings on land north of Dunton
Road and west of Fretter Close. The Secretary @& &paeed that bringing forward the scheme would

be justified considering the lack of a fiwear housing land supply in the District at that time. He also
considered that the provision of 30% affordable housing is a material consideration in suppert of th
development. The Blockley Road housing development was completed by Davidsons in 2018/19.

4.2.4  Crowfoot Way

In addition to the above three sites, outline planning permission (Ref: 10/01579/0UT) for 50 dwellings
was granted in November 2011 and reserved matters were approved in February 2013 (Ref:
12/01633/REM). The development commenced in January 2014 wheractess road was
constructed, prior to our first Neighbourhood Plan.

Detailed planning permission was granted on 4 July 2018 (Ref: 18/00433/REM) for 50 dwellings off
Crowfoot Way. The development comprises 15 affordable homes and 35 open market dwellings. Most
(86%) of the open market dwellings have four bedrooms or moaekdted as Broughton Chase by
Lagan Homes, the developmenh@v complete

4.3 Residential Allocation

As part of the preparation of the Review Neighbourhood Plan, a comprehensive site assessment
process was undertaken by AECOM. The outcome is attached as Appendix 2

As a result of the process, single site iallocated in the Neighbourhood Plan for residential
development, namely additional development¥éitham Villagfigure 2)

POLICY: Residential Site Allocation
Land is allocated fdr38dwellings at Witham Villgas shown in figure)3ubject to:

a) The housing mighould be in line with Policy xx.

b) The design of dwellings should follow Policy xx on design.

c) A footpath is created to link the site to theaffic lights on the Cosby Road/Broughton Way
crossroads.

12



Figure 2: Residential Site Allocation

Broughtan

Astley

4.4 Limitsto Development

Limits to development (LTD) are a commonly used tool in planning documents such as Neighbourhood
and Local Plans. They are used to define the extent of a bpifiart of a settlement accommodating
sustainable growth locations. They distinguish betweeasawhere in planning terms development

13
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Our first Neighbourhood Plan did not define Limits to Development, and this has led to some confusion
to where new infill development is acceptable. To clarify, our Neighbourhood Plan defines updated
Limits to Development which take account of the charadtfethe village, recent and planned
developments. Outside the Broughton Astley and Sutton in the Elms Limits to Development, new build
residential development will not tmupportedunless it accords with the circumstances specified in
planning policy.

Focusing limited development in this way will help to support the existing services, theqhdus,
shops, businesseand churcles whilst helping to protect the countryside from inappropriate
development.

Within the defined imits to Developmentsmall scale sustainable development will be viewed
sympathetically. This development will comprise windfall sites and the residential site allocation.

In addition, much of the builip parts ofthe Paristhave been developed at relatively low densities.
Some properties are set within relatively large grounds whilst, conversely, others have very limited
ground. The spaces between and around buildings contribute significantly to the special and unique
charader of the village and the wider Parish and maintain residential amenity. When considering
development proposals, it is therefore important to have regard to the impact any development would
have on thesetting and layout of the surrounding area.

Methodology

The Limits to Development for Broughton Astley, as shown in Bigasebeen determined using the
following criteria:
a) The development sites with an extant planning permission for development on the fringes of
the settlement have been incorporated,;
b) The proposed residential site allocations within the Neighbourhood Plan has been included;

c) Defined physical features such as walls, fences, hedgerows, woodland, gardens, streams,
brooks, formal leisure uses, and roads have been used as the defined boundaries, wherever
possible;

d) Nonresidential land which is countryside, agricultural, paddock, meadow, woodland and/or
another greerield use has been excluded;

e) Isolated development which is physically or visually detached from the settlement has been
excluded;

f)  Sections of large curtilages of buildings which relate more to the character of the countryside
than the built form have been excluded;

g) The curtilages of buildings which closely relate to the character of the built form and have
enclosing features have been included.

14



Figure3 Limits to Development

© Crown copyright and databese right. All ights reserved (100050561) 2022 Conteins Ordnance Survey data © Crown copyright and database right 2022
PR —

POLICY 2imits to Development

Development proposals will be supported, in principle, on sites within the Limits to Development as
shown in Figur8 (below) where the proposal complies with the policies in this Neighbourhood Plan.

Land outside the Limits to Development is treated as open countryside, where development will be
carefullymanagedn line with the provisions of this Neighbourhood Plan, the strategic policies of the
Local Plan and national policies.

15



4.5 Windfall Housing

A windfall site is defined in the NRBEecember 202) as one which has not been specifically identified
as available through the local or neighbourhood plan process. Sites often comprise previously
developed land that has unexpectedly become available.

Although no new housing allocations are required, the Harborough Local Plan identifies Broughton
Astley as a settlement suitable for infill development.

To help protect the character of the Neighbourhood Area, developmdrbinghton Astley beyond
the Housing Allocation identified in politwill be restricted to windfall sites &entifiedin policy3
below, other than in circumstances described in policy 2.

Policy3: Windfall Housing

Residential development on infill and redevelopment sites withirLitimés to Developmenwill be
supported where the development:

a. Comprises a restricted gap in the continuity of existing frontage buildings or on other sites
within the builtup area of Sileby or where the site is closely surrounded by existing buildings;

b. Respects the shape and formBybughton Astleyn order to maintain its distinctive character

and enhance it where possible;

C. Retains existing important natural boundaries such as trees, hedges and streams;

d. Does not reduce garden space to an extent where it adversely impacts on the character of the
area, or the amenity of neighbours and the existing and future occupiers of the dwelling (s); and

e. Does not result in an unacceptable loss of amenity for neighbouring occupiers by reason of loss

of privacy, loss of daylight, visual intrusion or noise in line with Charnwood Borough Council Planning
Guidance.

4.6 Housing Needs

In planning for new homes, there should be a mix of housing to meet the needs of people living locally.
Evidence about the future need for housing in Leicester and Leicestershire was published on 31
January 2017. The 2017 Leicester and Leicestershirengoaisd Economic Development Need
Assessment identifies a range of factors which influence the need for different types of homes. This
includes demographic trends, and in particular a growing older population, market dynamics and
affordability.

16



For Harborough District Council, the appropriate mix of homes of different sizes needed in the market
and affordable sectors is as follows:

o-10% 35-40%
25-35% 30-35%
35-45% 20-25%
15-25% o-10%

Using data from the 2011 Census, we have looked at the population profile of the parish compared
with Harborough District. Broughton Astley Parish has a lower proportion gfessen households

20.2% compared with the district (25.8%). There are als@ memidents aged 304 (22.3% of all
residents) compared with the district (19.7%). There are relatively fewer residents aged 65 and over
(11.6%) compared with the district (18.2%).

The average price for property in Broughton Astley stood at £283,659 in May 2020. A high proportion
of homes are detached.

45.1 Housing Mix

As described in the Housing Needs Assessment (2&23)\ppendix Aletached and serrdetached

houses are the most common dwelling types in Broughton Astley. These dwelling types make up a
larger proportion of homes in the NA than across Harborough or England as a whole. Conversely, the
NA contains a lower proportion oft#aterraces, and bungalows.

In terms of dwelling size, properties in Broughton Astley are largely middle sized with three bedrooms
(making up around 43% of all properties) or four bedrooms (29%), followed Hbyetis@mom
properties (22%). The smallest and largest size categoried 8+dmedroom dwellings) make up 3%

of the mix each. Smaller dwellings are uRdepresented in the NA compared to the rest of the
country. Recent development permissions are unlikely to significantly change the overall profile of the
local housing stock

Overall, Broughton Astley has a lower proportion of flats, terraces, and bungalows compared to
detached and serdetached houses, a lower proportion of small homes withlmdroom, and a

higher percentage of larger houses with four bedrooms, than the amtgr geographies of
Harborough and England. This means that there are likely to be fewer housing types and sizes
appropriate for younger firsime buyers and older households looking to downsize, especially where
such households have limited income and#quity.

Close to half of all households in the NA (47%) live in a home with two or more spare bedrooms, and
the vast majority (85%) live in a home with at least one spare bedroom. Only 1% of the Broughton
Astley population were ovaccupying their homedhe older person population of Leicestershire is
projected to increase significantly. The Leicestershire Joint Strategic Needs Assessment (JSNA

17



predicted that between 2015 and 2030 the number of people aged over 75 years is expected to
increase by 39.74% (from 59,900 in 201940400 in 2030).00king forward towards the end of the

plan period, population growth can be expected to be primarily driven by the oldest households aged
65 and over, projected to grow by a significant 71% from 2011.

There is only one Care Home in Broughton Astley P#nsihbangdale Care Home at Sutton in the
Elms offers residential and nursing care to up to 40 older people. Therefore, it is important that new
developments help increase the availability of lifetimenas and bungalows. This will enable more
peopleto havehomes that can meet their needs as they get older and experience changes to their
health and social circumstances, so delaying the need for them to move to alternative
accommodation.

The response from house builders to meeting local needs has been poor. Around 580 homes have
beenbuilt on the four major sites mentioned above. They include just 12 bungalowns of these

have been for market sale. Overall, 42% of new market housing on these sites will have four bedrooms
or more.

With so much housing already committed, the opportunities to provide a housing mix that is more
adzA G SR (2 . NP dAKmlityed.! 3Gt SeQa ySSR Aa

Policy4: Housing Mix

New housing development shall provide for a mix of housing types that will be informed by the most
up to date evidence of housing neasl evidenced by the Housing Needs Assessment 2023, or more
recent documentApplicants for development of 10 or more dwellings will need to demonstrate how
their proposals will meet the housing needs of older households (especially bungalows) and the need
for smaller, lowcost homes.

45.2 Affordable Housing

Affordable housing is housing for sale or rent, for those whose needs are not met by the market
(including housing that provides a subsidised route to home ownership and/or is for essential local
workers). Affordable housing can include affordable houdsingent, first homes, discounted market

sales housing and other affordable routes to home ownership.

A Housing Needs Assessment commissioned for the Neighbourhood Plan which reported in February
2023 revealed that duse prices have grown by an average of 50% since 2012. Prices of detached
houses have increased most, followed by those of-getached, and terraced houses, while average
prices of flats have declined.

Household incomes determine the ability of households to exercise choice in the housing market. The
average total household income before housing costs in Broughton Astley was £49,800 in 2018.
| F ND2NRPdzZaAKQA 3INR&A AYRAODARmazZELI?,982i8 Z080NJ lj dzf NI A S
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Local households on average incomes are unable to access home ownership unless they have the
advantage of a larger deposit. The median house price would require an annual income which is
£11,914 higher than the current average.

The study concludes that boéffordable rented units and affordable home ownership products will
be valuable over the Plan period, at a ratio of 60% affordable rent to 40% affordable home ownership.

Harborough Local Plan Policy H2 requires that on large pseater developments, 40% of dwellings
should be affordable. Previously, the affordable housing requirement in Broughton Astley was 30%.
The four large housing sites allocated in the Made Bitonghstley Neighbourhood Plan allowed for
around 170 affordable homes. Any new affordable housing should be allocated initially to people with
a local connection, including those living, working or with close family ties in Broughton Astley Parish.

Policy5: Affordable Housing

Development proposals for new housing where there is a net gain of more than ten dwellings, or on
sites of more than 1,000 square metres, should provide at least 40% affordable housing.

The provision of supported housing f@ople with a local connection to Broughton Astley Parish (i.e.
including living, working or with close family ties in the Pagsiypported

The affordable housing stock should be made available as an integral part of the development, should
be visually indistinguishable from the equivalent market housing on the site and should be dispersed
throughout the development.

Where delivered, affordable housing should be provided on the basis of 60% rent and 40% home
ownership, and where first homes areluded,this should be at a level d0-50% to make them
affordable to two lower quartilearnerssubject to viabilityShared ownership where available should
includea 1025% share to make it affordable for the same group of people.

453 Design

The Parish ddroughton Astlepas a long and interesting history, resulting in a wide array of heritage
assets, attractive landscapes and a distinctive local character.

In this section, the Neighbourhood Plan sets out design guidance which seeks to identify and protect
the distinctive elements which together provide the special qualities of the landscape setting and built
heritage of the Neighbourhood Area.

The biggest challenge facing the futureBobughton Astleys to balance the desire to protect the
character of the village with the need for it to grow and evolve in a sensitive and proportionate manner
in order to sustain the community and its facilities.

The NPPKDecember 202) notes that development that is not well designed should be refused,
especially where it fails to reflect local design policies.
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A design guide and codes was commissioned as part of the process of preparing a Neighbourhood Plar
and is available as appendixPolicy 6 seeks to reflect the design principles which the community
believes will help to achieve good design.

Existing settlement patterns have grown incrementally over time. The buildings date from many
different periods, providing a richness and variety of styles and materials. This traditional rural
character should be enhanced by new development; schemeddheudlesigned to ensure that new
buildings sit comfortably within the existing settlement pattern and are respectful of their
surroundings.

NRdAKGI2Yy ! aifSeQa LINRPEAYAGE (2 [SAOS&GSNI KI a
40 years and the early character of the village has been diluted. Some of our housing looks the same
as developments elsewhere and could be anywheresicdintry.

We expect all development to contribute positively to the creation ofdesiigned buildings and
spaces. Through good design we want to maintain and enhance the individual character of our parish
and create places that work well for both occupants andsused are built to last.

New development proposals should be designed sensitively to ensure that theuhlgi built
environment of the Neighbourhood Area is maintained and enhanced. New designs should respond in
a positive way to the local character through careful and apjai@puse of higlyuality materials and

detail. Proposals should also demonstrate consideration of height, scale and massing, to ensure that
new development delivers a positive contribution to the street scene and adds value to the distinctive
character othe Neighbourhood Area.

Policy6: Design

All development proposals should demonstrate a high quality of design, layout and use of materials
which make a positive contribution to the special character of the Neighbourhood Area.

Any new development application should make specific reference to how the design guide and codes
in appendiChas been taken into account in the design proposals. New development should consider

the prevailing character area in which the proposal resides and seek to contribute to and enhance the
existing character.

Innovative design will be supported where it promotes high levels of sustainability or helps to raise the
standard of design more generally or contributes to the sense of place as long as it respects the form
and layout of its surroundings
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5 Village Centre
5.1 Village Centre Shopping

NRdZAKG2Y ! 4Gf SeQa OSYyiNB:I Tau0dmansdts ot rgsidantsATiie { |
village centre provides convenience shopping including a sragl, @K Shah Express store, a butcher
(Ringrose) Optician, Chemist, hardware stoemd baker (Milner). There are a small number of
independent retailers and services such as estate agents, Post Office, hairdressers, cafes, restaurant:
and takeaways. There are also two public houses, the Orchard Medical Practice and the community
library. Generally, there have been few vacancies, but limited space for expansion.

There are further shopping facilities outside of the village centre in the form of an Aldi supermarket,
Spar, Mace and Londis convenience stores, and other shops and facilities includinglzepdyisip
takeaway food outlets and hairdressers.

Figured Village Centre
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Plan defines a Shopping and Business Area which recognises that the village centre has an importan:
role to play in providing goods and services to tiballoommunity to the benefit of the sustainability

of Broughton Astley.

The Local Plan (Policy RT1) also requires Broughton Astley to provide for an additional 200m2 of
convenience goods (mainly food) and 200m2 comparisonfgum) goods retail floorspace. This is a

very smaltequirement,and it is anticipated that this could be met by the extension of existing retalil
units or the change of use of other premises in the Village Centre.

When assessing applications for retail, leisure and office development national planning policy

requires an impact assessment if the development is over a proportionate, locally set floor space
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threshold. The evidence produced as part of the preparation of\tade Neighbourhood Plan
identifiedthat the largest retail unit in Broughton Astley Village Centre is 596m2 (10@)dmt most

shops are much smaller. A threshold of 100m2 would be an appropriate threshold for Broughton
Astley given the size of the existing retail units.

In considering applications for a change of use from shopping tshapping, regard will be made

to maintain an appropriate balance between shopping andsmmpping uses. To maintain the
diversity of uses that the village centre offers, the policy seeksintain an appropriate balance of
uses and to take into account the impact of the proposal on the character and function of the village
centre.

Policy7: BroughtorAstley Village Centre
The vitality and viability of Broughton Astley Village Centre should be maintained and enhanced.

Within the Village Centre, as showmnfigure4, proposals for Commercial Business and Service Uses
(Class E of the Town and Country Planning Act use classes order 1987 as amended) will be supporte
provided development proposals do not detract from the character of the area. Except where changes
of useare allowed through permitted development, Commercial, Business and Service Uses should
remain the dominant use in the Village Centre and development leading to acoowentration of

any other one use wihot be supported. Planning applications for uses other than Commercial,
Business and Service Uses will not be supported unless it is to occupy a premises that has remainec
vacant for a period of at least h2onths and has been subject to a marketing campaign lasting for a
continuous period of at least six months.

A sequential test will be applied to planning applications for Commercial, Business and Service Uses
that are not within the Village Centre. Proposals for Commercial, Business and Service Uses should be
located in the Village Centre, then in edge of \éll@gntre locations and only if suitable sites are not
available should out of Village Centre sites be considered. When assessing applications for retalil
development outside of the Village Centre, an impact assessment will be required if the development
isto provide more than 100m2 retail floor space. This should include an assessment of the impact of
the proposal on Village Centre vitality and viability. Where an application fails to satisfy the sequential
test or is likely to have an adverse impact dadgl Centre vitality and viability, it will not be supported.

To be supported development proposals across the Parish to alter, replace or introduce shop fronts in
the village centre must be of high quality, contributing to an overall improvement in terms of urban
design and architecture, by:

a) being in keeping with surrounding buildings;
b) enhancing streets and spaces through quality design and architecture;
C) supporting crime prevention, community safety and security; and

d) any lighting should be subtle.
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5.2 Village Centre Parking

New development (which includes extensions to buildings) should include appropriad@doff
parking provision to minimise the need forstneet car parkingParking standardshould ensure that
new developments include an appropriate level of car parking to minimise the needsiveencar
parking

In 2011 (the latest date for which information is currently available) of 3,422 households, only 243
households (7.1%) had no car or vEms is 11.8% across Harborough as a whé!6% of households
had 3 or more cars or vafs2.8% across Harborough)

The Department of Communities and Local government (20@v) Department for Levellingp,
Housing and Communitiggoject that car ownershiwill increase by 25% from 2000 to 2036, so
clearly the problem is not going to get any easier in the coming years.

Parking and vehicular movements are a particular issue in specific areas of the Plan area. A
combination of older, terraced properties with no garages oeraztl parking (particularly around the
Village centre) and more modern houses with inadequate qpadpaces to cater for larger modern

cars is adding to the street parking problem that is severe in key areas within Broughton Astley. The
roads themselves and the street pattern in the Parish has developed over many centuries and is not
suited to modernraffic. There is a serious issue with parking on the narrow streets in Broughton Astley
with the consequent detrimental effect on pedestrian and road safety and the ease by which traffic,
including emergency and service vehicles, can travel within trehPari

The Neighbourhood Plan supports measures to minimise the impact of new development on parking
issues and Poli@y by adding detail to the Leicestershire County Council parking standards, is intended
to help ensure that new development does not make an already problematic situation worse.

Off-street parking facilities are therefore essential to maintain the vitality and viability of the village
centre, and any new residential development should ensure appropriateaaffparking is available

to ensure that a difficult situation does notdmene worse. The car parking standards are often
expressed as a maximum requirement which, in the case of Broughton Astley village centre, could
exacerbate existing and future parking problems. Therefore, we have used these parking standards to
set minimunrequirements.

The Orchard Road car park serving the Village centre Provides around 80 parkingdpdessix
bays for blue badge holders and an electric vehicle charging station. Car parking is free.

The food stores in the Village Centre are quite small and do not attract a significant proportion of main
and bulk food shopping trips. The Big Plan Survey in 2012, showed that only 31% of respondents did
their weekly shopping in Broughton Astley and fegse Park and Leicester were popular choices for

all shopping. 90% of respondents used a private car to go shopping.

Our first Neighbourhood Plan therefore allocated a site for a new supermarket and in September 2017
the new Aldi store opened on Buxton Crescent. The store provides 1,254m2 of retail sales floorspace

with an emphasis on providing for those wishing to cautya basic weekly shop.
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The store has provided local access to a discount food offer, providing increased choice for residents
and competition for existing foodstores. Furthermore, expenditure that had been lost to large
foodstores further afield has been retained locally andiado40 full and pastime jobs created. It

has also helped to relieve some of the parking capacity issues in the Village Centre.

Off-street parking facilities are therefore essential to maintain the vitality and viability of the village
centre.

Policy8: Village Centre parking

New residential development should ensure that there is appropriate provision for car padkieg
with Highways Standards

The extension or improvement of existing-stfieet public parking facilities to provide additional
spaces and cycle parking to serve the village centre will be supported.

The loss of Village Centre parking facilitiesnatlbe supported unless it is replaced by equivalent or
better parking provision in terms of quantity, quality and location
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6 Employment

6.1 Employment and Business Development

The 2011 Census shows that of the 6,507 parish residents aged 16 to 74, 79.6% were economically
active. Of those economically active, 60% were i+ifod employment, 20% were in péne jobs
and 13% were seémployed.

The Parish has a similar occupation profile to Harborough District. The main differences are that
Broughton Astley has a higher proportion of workers in administrative and secretarial occupations,
and fewer professional workers.

Broughton Astley is identified as a Key Centre in the Harborough Local PlaBQ20jand, as such,
is a focus for employment, retail and service provisitie. emerging Local Plan classifies Broughton
a0t Se I a land® PistridECSntre; dldng wit@KSb@orth.

The wide range of shops, services, facilities and small businesses in Broughton Astley village centre
provide a range of employment opportunities. There are also more established employment areas
within the Parish in areas such as Swannington Road an&®d&ak which provide further local
employment.

The strength of the local economy and of the community go hand in hand. Supporting the growth of
a stronger local economy is recognised as an important theme of the Neighbourhood Plan. The
Harborough Local Plan (262Q31) recognises the need for sustaileatevelopment which both
delivers local employment opportunities, supports and diversifies the rural economy and enables the
expansion of local enterprise. Broughton Astley is a parish with a strong employment history.

The Made Neighbourhood Plan for Broughton Astley aimed to improve services and facilities for the
community. In support of the Made Neighbourhood Plan, Harborough District Council has
subsequently granted planning approval for:

w a food store;

w a leisure centre

w a medical centre; and
() employment units.

Where there are buildings dedicated to business use in the parish it is important that they are
protected against being lost to other uses. It should be clearly demonstrated that there is little
prospect of existing building or land generating employmesifiorle allowing demolition or
redevelopment.
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Policy9: Employment and Business Development

Development proposals that result in the loss of, or have a significant adverse effect on, an existing
employment use will not be permitted unless it can be demonstrated that the site or building is no
longer suitable for employment use.

Proposals for employmemelated development (for new and/or expansion of employment uses,
including homeworking) will be supported where it can be demonstrated that the development will
not generate unacceptabldisturbance, noise, fumes, smell or traffic; that it will not result in an
increase in ofstreet parking; that it will respect and lsempatible with the local character and
surrounding uses; and that it will, where appropriate, protect residential amenity.

6.2 Busines®arks

The principal employment area in the Parish had been the Cottage Lane Industrial Estate at
Swannington Road and Stanier Road. However, the first Broughton Astley Neighbourhood Plan
allocated additional employment land on two sites, so ho new major empihgites are proposed

in our new plan.

6.2.1  Cottage Lane Industrial Estate

The Cottage Lane Industrial Estate is a large; @gt#blished industrial and business area of about
five hectares and with 30 business units. The Industrial Estate has a goodsaganid different size

units. For many years it was the only industrial estate in the village. The employment site was
protected by the first Broughton Astley Neighbourhood Plan and is identified as a Key Employment
Area by the Harborough Local Plan.

6.2.2 Estley Green Business Park

Estley Green is a new business park that is located immediately to the north of the Cottage Lane
Industrial Estate. The business park was allocated in the first Neighbourhood Plan and will provide
some 2.2hectaresof industrial development comprising both speculative and bespoke industrial
accommodation to suit occupier requirements. Units range from 248mz2 to 513m2. The Corner House
Garage was the first occupier and Phase 1 of the Business Park is now complete.

PolicylO: Cottage Lane Industrial Estate &wslley Green Business Park

Cottage Lane Industrial Estate and Estley Green Business Park, as defined on Map 4 and the Police
Maps, are Key Employment Areas. Developmdhonly besupported where it:

a) Is for industrial, storage or distribution ugekse Classes B2 or B8); or
b) Allows for a community purpose; or
C) Is for smalkcale uses providing services to support the business use; and

d) Would not be detrimental to the quality attractiveness of the Key Employment#re

26



Figure5 Business Parks
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6.2.3  Coventry Road Business Park

Our first Neighbourhood Plan allocated land north of Coventry Road for mixed employment/service
and leisure use to provide greater employmepportunities for local people and support the local
economy. An outline planning application (Ref: 19/00856/0OUT) was submitted for a osged
development in May 2019 and it remains undetermined.

The site is located on the northern sideCafventry Road, close to where it becomes Broughton Way.

The site comprises former agricultural land which has been the subject of recent development with
the commencement of work on a golf course and driving range. The initial preparatory work for this
dewelopment included the raising of ground levels with the deposition of subsoil and other materials.

The allocation is retained in the new Neighbourhood Plan, but with some additional safeguards to
LINRPGSOG . NRpdaAKiG2y !aidftsSeqQa +Afftl3S /SyiNB |yR

Policyll: Coventry Road Business Park

Some 6.9 hectares of land off north of Coventry Road, as shotigune4 and the Policies Maps, is
allocated for mixedise development. Development will be supported subject to the following criteria:

a) The development is for:

a. Industrial, storage or distribution uses (Use Classes B2 or B8);
Trade counters, bulky goods retail;
Sui  Generisusesthat havesimilar characteristics to business use;
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d. Smallscale uses providing services to support the above uses;

b) Development would not, alone or cumulatively, result in the Business Park ceasing to be
predominantly for industrial, storage or distribution uses (Use Classes B2 or B8);
C) Development should not prejudice the delivery of community infrastructure or the vitality

and viability of Broughton Astley Village Centre in accordance with Policy 4; A pedestrian/cycle link
shall be created from the site access to the villagesamelw crossing point provided;

d) 9EA&GAY3T KSR3ISE INB NBGFAYSR yR GKSNB A&
and

e) Surface water and foul water drainage strategies shall be devised in consultation with the
relevant infrastructure bodies prior to any construction and this should incorporate an appropriately

designed, constructed and maintained sustainable drainagensyste

6.3 Rural Business
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farming, they include The Mill on the Soar PH, Three Boundaries Business Park, small business units ¢
Sutton Hill Farm, Sutton outdoor-garting circuitfisheries and equestrian facilities.

The changes to farming in the 19th and 20th centuries meant farming no longer provides mass
employment. Combined with the extension into the countryside of utilities like electricity, mains water
and sewerage, and telephony, rural villages became atteaptaces to live, and housing quality
improved. Farming is an industry still undergoing change and diversification is encouraged.

The conversion of former agricultural buildings enables farm diversification, leads to the sustainable
reuse of vacant buildings and provides opportunities for the establishment and development of small
businesses which generate income and employment appibies for local people. This is a national
trend, which the Parish Council would like to encourage within the Plan area to maintain a balanced
and vibrant community, subject to the proper consideration of residential amenity for nearby houses,
visual inpact on the countryside and highway safety issues.

To help maintain the rural economy and protect the open countryside from inappropriate
development, the Plan supports the sustainable growth and expansion of business and enterprise
through the development and where appropriate conversion of existing Hanidings in the
countryside. Specifically, this is intended to promote a viable and sustainable farming and rural
economy in the Plan area and the diversification of rural businesses; encourage new businesses to
provide a wider range of local produce,\sees and leisure facilities, to provide local employment and
attract both visitors and tourists to the local area and maintain and enhance the local environment of
rural and agricultural lands.

The change of use of some rural buildings to new uses is already permitted under the General
Permitted Development Orders. The Town and Country Planning (General Permitted Development)
(Amendment and Consequential Provisions) (England) Order 2014 allowsr uwertain

circumstances, the change of use of agricultural buildings to residential use and change of use of
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agricultural buildings to registered nurseries providing childcare or-fstatied schools, under the
prior approval system. The policy allows for circumstances where planning permission is required.

Farming and our rural economy should be allowed to continue to accommodate change through the
conversion and extension of existing rural buildings. However, the proposed uses must be appropriate
in scale, form, impact, character and siting to their locaitiacthe countryside.

Policyl2: Rural Business

The reuse, adaptation or extension of existingal buildings for business use will be supported
where:

a) Any enlargement is proportionate to thsze, scale, mass and footprint of tbeginal
building(s);

b) The development would not have a detrimental effect on the fabric, character and setting of
historic buildings;

c) The development respects local building styles and materials;

d) The building is surveyed for protected species and mitigation measures are approved where
necessary;

e) The proposed development would not generate traffic of a type or amount which would
detrimentally affect the character of the countryside and

f)  The proposed development would rmotterially harm the character dfe surrounding rural

area.
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7 Transport

One of the key issues for the village is transport, but there is sometimes confusion over what kinds of
transport issues a neighbourhood plan can address. Many traffic matters fall outside the scope of
planning. For example, changes to traffic managemergxisting transport networks are usually a
matter for the highway authority to deal with. So, changes to parking restrictions, speed limits, signage,
weight restrictions and traffic circulation fall outside the scope of a neighbourhood plan.

However, the Neighbourhood Plan does highlight localised traffic and parking issues that need to be
addressed when considering development proposals. Our Neighbourhood Plan also promotes
sustainable transport with plans to improve greener, active transpgeting and walking.

7.1 Road Network

The main route through the Parish is the B581, a single carriageway road which links Broughton Astley
village to the B4114 to the west and on to the A47 through Stoney Stanton. To the east the B581
passes through Dunton Bassett and ends shortly afterveartdsffic lights on the A426. The centre of

the village is bypassed by Broughton Way which is subject to a 40mph speed limit. Through the eastern
part of the village there is a 30mph limit.

The B581 forms a sigradntrolled crossroads junction with Broughton Road and Cosby Road near the
new Broughton Astley Leisure Centre. Broughton Road is a local distributor road connecting Cosby to
Broughton Astley. Cosby Road is a local distributer coadecting the village to Frolesworth. The
junction features single entry and exit lanes on all four arms and provides right turn storage space in
the centre of the junction for both eastbound and westbouralelling vehicles. There are no
pedestrian crasing points on any of the four arms.

The Crashmap website contains information about reported crashes from 1999 onwards. Within the
last five years there have been around

20 vehicle related accidents reported in the Parish. These were mainly slight accidents, but there have
been four serious accidents. The main accident clusters are at the Cosby Road/Frolesworth Road/Main
Street/Station Road and near the Broughton Road#6vabrth Road/Leire Lane junctions.

There have also been concerns about speeding traffic. The Road Safety Partnership commissioned ¢
speed survey on Broughton Way in June 2019. The results showed that the average speed was 29./
and the average daily traffic flow was 7,985 vehicles per diagr @eas of concern include Cottage

Lane and Frolesworth Road.

Policyl3: Traffic management
New housing or commercial development should demonstrate that:

a) The cumulative impact on traffic flows on the strategic and local highway network, including
the roads within and leading to the village centre, will not be severe, unless appropriate mitigation

measures are undertaken where feasible;
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b) Provision is made for accessible and efficient public transport routes within the development
site or the improvement of public transport facilities to serve the development;

C) Improvements to pedestrian and cycle routes are incorporated to serve the development,
where appropriate, and to provide safe, convenient and attractive routes to shops, employment,
schools and community facilities and which are integrated into wider nietyvo

d) It retains existing rights of way or provides acceptable diversions;

e) It incorporates adequate parking and manoeuvring space within the development in
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f) Travel packs are to be provided on residential developments to encourage sustainable forms

of transport and to promote existing pedestrian and cycle routes.

Measures to improve pedestrian safety and reduce traffic speed within the village will be supported,
including support for the design of large developments as 20 mph zones

7.3 Public Transport

Broughton Astley is served by the Arriva 84 and X84 routes. Route 84 connects Broughton Astley to
Leicester, Blaby, Whetstone, Cosby, Dunton Bassett and Lutterworth. Route X84 connects Broughton
Astley with Rugby, Magna Park, Lutterworth, Croft, Huncateydough, fosse Park and Leicester.
There is no direct bus service between Broughton Astley and Market Harborough.

7.4 Cycling

Leicestershire County Council has produced Cycling Maps showing both offraad ooutes within

the County. Broughton Astley is some distance from the National Cycle Network and there are no off
road routes or oNB I R O@0f S flySaodl ¢S SO] NBEAK YRy Y[AZZ
commences at the B581/Broughton Road/Cosby Road -sign@blled junction. This is an -ooad

route recommended for cycling and connects Broughton Astley with Cosby, Countesthorpe, Fleckney,
Arnesby and Dunton Bassett.

7.5 Pedestrians

There are footways alongside most residential roads in the village and there is a good Right of Way
network linking the village to the surrounding countryside and surrounding villages (see 10.3).

However, for much of its length there is no footway along the B581 Broughton Way despite the
presence of bus stops. In some places, residents have worn a path in the grass verge alongside the
road demonstrating that for many it is the shortest or mostlgasvigated route between places.

The need to formalise a footway/cycle route alongside Broughton Way is also important as the route
links new developments such as the new Aldi store, Broughton Astley Leisure Centre, the new Jelson
development and the ppsed Coventry Road Business Park.

Policy 4: Broughton Way.

The creation of a new footway/cycleway alongside the B581 Broughton Way is supported.
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7.6 Electric Car Charging

The UK government has recently announceétention to ban sales of new petrol and diesel cars
from 203 to combat rising levels of air pollution (in particular NOx) and address climate change
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road will increase rapidly; there is some evidence this iadirstarting. If EVs are to have a similar
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example, an EV with a 3ifile (500kms) range reqes a battery capacity of 90kWh). This raises the
crucial question for the planning system of providing infrastructure for EV battery recharging.

Residential charging is probably the current norm but using a typical generator size of 3.7kW (as
currently installed as standard on board EVs, with similar electrical usage as a domestic kettle), this
would take 19 hours to reharge the battery (assumiagypical rurdown state of 25% of maximum).

The lower capacity (and lower range <100miles) Nissan Leaf would take about 6 hours. The availability
of larger capacity ohoard generators (7kW) is emerging, which would halve these times, but this is
then the maximum that would be possible using current standard domestic electricity supply (single
phase 240 volt). However, residential charging is only allowed whexadfparking is available.

This issue is already influencing planning and building regulations and it would seem wise to include
such requirements for new developments in the parish, if rural communities are not to be left behind.
Similarly, commercial rapid charging facilitiesgaoaving across the country (making use -phase

supply not possible at the domestic level and reducing the 7ldNarge time by a factor of 3). These
could be utilised in Broughton Astley for example by installation in a permanent parking area as
descrbed above, providing reharging for residents with no eaffad parking, and allowing
opportunity for fast recharge for all residents.

The Parish Council intends to reduce its Greenhouse Gas emissions and look to be Carbon net zero it
its operations by 2030. It will actively pursue funding to support the installation of whatever measures
are best suited to achieving Net Zero (i.e. sadaets and ground source heat pumps, battery storage
systems etc). It will look to change from fossil fuel powered vehicles to electric where practicable as
soon as possible but to have completed the transition by 2030.

Policy b: ElectricCar Charging

The provision of communal vehicular charging points within the Parish will be supported where there
is universal access and their presence does not impact negatively on existing available parking in the
Parish.
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8 Health and Wellbeing

8.1 Sport and Recreation

Access to a network of higjuality open spaces and opportunities for sport and physical activity is
important for the health and webleing of our community. In response to concerns about the lack of
formal and informal recreation opportunities, our fildeighbourhood Plan allocated land for the
creation of new community and leisure facilities.

8.1.1 Broughton Astley Leisure Centre

Our first Neighbourhood Plan allocated a site for a new centrally located community and leisure facility
and in December 2019 Broughton Astley Leisure Centre, adjacent to the Thomas Estley Community
College, opened. There is agation fithess suite, andoor cycling studio with virtual cycling, a four

court sports hall, an egite café and outside play area, as well as a floodlit 3G pitch. Land has been
reserved for an expansion of the Leisure Centre which could be developed to provide a swimming pool
facility if viable.

8.1.2 Frolesworth Road Recreation Ground Frolesworth Road Recreation Ground provides a
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cricket pitch.

8.1.3 Allotments

Allotments are a valuable resource, individuals and community groups take immense pride in their
upkeep and produce. There are allotments at Western Willamg Sutton Sitesnanaged by
Broughton AstleyParish Council.

There is a Community Allotment managed by the Broughton Astley Volunteer Group with Micro Plots
for those who may not want a full plot and a separate area for childminders and playgroups to use.
An area is being developed to contain raised beds for thitkenobility difficulties and Special Needs

and will cater for all ages.

8.1.4  Play and Amenity Areas

Throughout the village there are many other play areas and open spaces. They include the Memorial
DF NRSyas SljdaALIISR OKAf RNByQa LXFeée | NSFa adzOK |
maintained by Harborough District but-cbarged to localesidents), areas designed as part of
Sustainable Drainage Systems (SuDS) and green amenity areas within housing developments.
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8.1.5  Active Ageing

We are far more likely to be inactive the older we get. The Chief Medical Officer defines an inactive
person as someone who, owtte course of a week, does not achieve a total of 30 moderate intensity
equivalent minutes of physical activity.

Just 18% of 184-yearolds are inactive, but this figure rises to 27% oV&%earolds and 49% of
over 75s.

Those who are least active stand to benefit the most by getting active when it comes to their health
and happiness. The situation is exacerbated by the fact we have an ageing popusiatiaewant to
make sure open space, sports and recreation facilities are open to all ages.
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well attended by the older residents.

Classes in Fitness, Boccia, New Age Kurling, Pilates and many others are available at the Village Hall.

There are also G.P. Walks arranged by Orchard Medical Practice in conjunction with an Active
Harborough Initiative. Walk Leaders are provided alongside a G.P. and a safe accessible route is
planned around the village with an opportunity to connect, get@se and meet new people. This
encompasses local services such as Local Area Coordination, Family Hubs and Social Prescribers.

8.16 School Expansion

One key to the sustainability and strength of Broughton Astley is its wide range of educational
provision.

The village currently has three Primary Schools, Orchard (C of E) to the north west, Hallbrook to the
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school, Thomas Estley Community College which icatdgally located and sits next to Old Mill
Primary School. It is predicted that the three Primary Schools will be at full capacity by 2027, whilst
Thomas Astley Community College will soon be full and overfull. At their latest OFSTED inspection, al
estad AAKYSyida 6SNS NIXrGSR 4 aD22RQ®

Thomas Astley College, becausisdize and location next to Old Mill, causes both establishments to
suffer severe traffic congestion at busy times.

Leicestershire County Council predicts that a new development of one hundred houses will require 30
additional primary school places and 16.6 secondary school places. The Schools are popular and attrac
pupils from outside of the Parish. This increasemahd is having an impact on the village and whilst

the community support the expansion of educational provision, it is also concerned about the impact
this growth might have locally.
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Policy B: Schools expansion

Proposals for the expansion of educational facilities in the Parish will be supported where it can be
demonstrated that:

a) expansion would not exacerbate existing access related or traffic circulation problems, unless
suitable mitigation measures are brought forward as part of the proposal;

b) the development would not result in a significant loss of amenity to local residents or other
adjacent users and is in character, scale and form to the current building;

C) WIFFS w2dziSa G2 {OK22faQ a0OKSYSa FYyR aAYAf
utilising developer contributions where appropriate.

The provision of onsite parking for staff and appropriate parking/drop off/pick up points for parents
and children will be supported.

8.17 Broadband

The modern economy is changing and increasingly requires a good communications infrastructure as
a basic requirement to maximise technological advances. High speed internet connectivity is driving
business innovation and growth, helping people accesesnand opening up new opportunities

for learning. This is particularly important in small rural settings where better broadband enables
improved access to an increasing number cfio@ applications and services provided by the public

and private sectoand can help to reduce social exclusion.

The need for further development of higheed broadband infrastructure to serve Broughton Astley
Parish is therefore very important, and although some-bfged internet access is available, this is
not consistently good throughout the Parish. Itis iopell K+ & G KS D2 @SNy YSy i Qa
rural communities will improve this.

The Harborough Local Plan (2€0B1) recognises that highLJSSR o NRIF R6FYyR A& Yy
RSAANI 6f S odzi SaadSydAltQ o6LMpnod ¢KS [201f tf

to superfast broadband to all residents and businesstdse District
Policy ¥: Broadband Infrastructure

Proposals to provide increased access to a sigstr broadband service (including future
developments at present unforeseen) and improve the mobile telecommunication network that will
serve businesses and other properties within the Parish will be seppdihis may require above
ground network installations, which must be sympathetically located and designed to integrate into
the landscape and not be located in or near to open landscapes.

All new developments should have access to superfast broadband (as defined at the time of
application). Developers should take active steps to incorporate superfast broadband at-the pre
planning phase and should engage with telecoms providers to ens@rasiproadband is available

as soon as build on the development is complete.
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Developers should take active steps to incorporate superfast broadband, ideally, fibre to the premises
(FTTP) solution, where possible. In all cases developers should engage with telecoms providers as earl
as possible (at the pre planning phase) to entwebroadband connectivity is available to residents

as soon as the homes are occupied.

8.1.8 Healthcare

The Orchard Medical Practice in the Village Centre has eight GPs and is open weekdays. The Broughto
Astley Surgery was built in 1985 and substantially extended in 1994. There are almost 12,000
registered patients. In response to the preference for a mueetral location, the need for
improvements to meet a growing population and limited parking, our first Neighbourhood Plan
supported the provision of a new a new healthcare facility. The provision of a facility which provides
additional services to redudke need to make additional journeys out of the village continues to be
supported.

Developer contributions towards the provision of a medical centre have been secured. To benefit from
these contributions, the healthcare facility needs to be provided by 15 May 2031.

Discussion with the East Leicestershire & Rutland Cldooainissioning Group are ongoing regarding
the delivery of a new healthcare centre.

Policyl8: Community Hub

The provision of a facility which provides additional services such as minor surgery, phlebotomy and
physiotherapy and midwifery services to reduce the need to make additional journeys out of the village
will be supported providing that the developmentlwibt result in unacceptable traffic movements,
noise, fumes, smell or other disturbance to residential properties, or generate a need for parking that
cannot be adequately catered for.

Funding for the new facility will be sought through developer contributions and other sources, to
ensure that medical facilities remain near to the centre of the existing village, being convenient and
accessible enough to meet the needs of local people.

8.1.9 Youth Opportunities

A Community Building would be an asset for teenagers and young adults to meet and socialise in a
safe environment. There is a distinct drop off of available provision following school age to mid
twenties especially around SEN residents whose accesvitesdinishes at the age of 18.

36



O Infrastructure

New development will have some impact on the existing, and the need for new, infrastructure, services
and amenities. Sometimes these impacts can be detrimental and so developers must expect to
contribute towards the cost of providing additional infrastauet

The housing developments at Broughton Way, Coventry Road, Dunton Road and Crowfoot Way are
making some £6.75m 2 available to the improvement of local services and facilities including:

£1.23m open space maintenance
£2.43m to sports/community buildings
£0.39m healthcare

£1.07m primary education

£0.67m secondary education

£0.39m upper school

= =4 4 —4a -4 -1

Although we have no plans for additional largeale development, any major new housing
development wilktill need to contribute to improvements to village services and facilities. However,
our Neighbourhood Plan must be deliverable. Therefore, the developments identified in the Plan
should not be subject to such a scale of obligations and burdens thatvititgie implementation is
threatened. Contributions are governed by the provisions of the Community Infrastructure
Regulations 2010.

Policyl9: Infrastructure

New development will be supported by the provision of new or improved infrastructure, together with
financial contributions for the following edfte infrastructure requirements where appropriate:

a) Sport and recreation facilities at the Community Hub Leisure Centre site including an extension
to the leisure centre car park.

b) The improvement of facilities at Frolesworth Road Recreation Ground;

C) Recreation facilities accessible and suitable for all ages.

d) A Community Building for young people.

e) The creation of a new footway/cycleways to encourage pedestrian and cycle use, including a
footway/cycleway alongside the B581 Broughton Way. to encourage pedestrian and cycle use

f) Health care at the Community hub Leisure Centre site (see policy 17/22) or in the current
Village Centre location.

s)] The improvement, remodelling or enhancement of education facilities at Hallbrook, Old Mill
and Orchard Primary Schools, Thomas Estley Community College Broughton Astley Community Librar
lending stock plus reference, audio visual and homework supportialater

h) The extension of the existing Rights of Way networkediode alonghe former Midland
Counties Railway line;

)] Community infrastructure improvements including the provision of parish notice boards,
defibrillator equipment, seats, bus shelters, litter bins and grit bins; footpaths and
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)] Village Centre improvements to promote foot fall, access to shops and amenities.
Contributions will be phased or pooled to ensure the timely delivery of infrastructure, services and
FTIOAfAGASE 6KSNBE ySOSaalNEBod ¢2 SyadNB GKS JAl
requirements may be applied flexibly where it is derramsd that they are likely to make the
development undeliverable.
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10 Environment

Broughton Astley was mentioned in the Domesday and referred to as Broctone. Broughton Astley
expanded in the 1800s due to the industry of machine knittinghasiry aided by the railway which

ran through the village from Leicester onto Rugby in the late 19th century. This railway was later
ol yR2YSR a 6SNB 20KSNAR Ay GKS NBF Ay GKS
residential housing developmts were undertaken. This pattern of residential housing estates has
continued into the present day.

10.1Important Open Spacé®SSRS)

A group of sites has outstanding community value as open space for amenity, sport & recreation,
OKAf RNByQa LXlesx SGOds a Ffft20YSydas 2N ¥F2NJ
and layout ofthe Neighbourhood Areé&Some52 are already recognised as Open Space, Sport &
Recreation (OSSR) sites in the Harborough District COpeailSpaces Strategy 2@21 in Local Plan
Appendix HDpen Spaces Assetmd are shown on the HDC Local Plan Polices map (2019). These sites
(i.e.thosealready in the HDC audit), together wattiditionalexisting open spaces with public access

and OSSR functiofigentified during the drafting of this Review Neighbourhood,Plainnot in the

HDC auditand the developeprovided open spacesith OSSRunctionsin the severakecent new
developments, have been assessed during the fieldwork for this Plan, checked in Parish and other
records and their community values confirmed during Neighbourhood Plan consultations.

Their value as open spaeaithin and close to the builip areasand/or their actual or potential value
as community resources are recognised in Paic¥he policy is in general conformity with, and adds
local detail to,Harborough Council Local Plan Policies G12 anda@il®as regard foNational
Planning Policy FramewdiiBecember 202) paragraphl07.

POLIC20: IMPORTANT OPEN SPACES&following open spaces (locations, figure x) are of high local
value for sport, recreation, amenity, beauty, tranquillity and/or biodiversity. Development proposals
that result in their loss, or have a significant adverse effect on them, will not be sgpaléss the
current functions and amenities are replaced by at least equivalent provision in an equally suitable
location, or unless it can be demonstrated that the open space is no longer required by the community.

{G al NEQA& (InvectdzNIafréncdDB Ly | 5/ h{{w FdzZRAG & {4
Broughton AstleCemeteries, disused churchyards and other burial grounds

Memorial Garden (002) HDC OSSR audit (no name); BAPC openGpacgpace / Amenity green

space

Thomas Estley College grouridsain part)(005)In HDC OSSR audit as Thomas Estley College,
Broughton Astley Leics CC Es@tagdoor sport facilities / Provision for Children and Young people
Frolesworth Road Cemetery (00@)HDC OSSR audit as Frolesworth Road Cemetery; BAPC open
spaceCemeteries, disused churchyards and other burial grounds

Orchard School Grounds (008)HDC OSSR audit as Orchard School, Broughton Astley; Leics CC
EstateOutdoor sport facilities / Provision for Children and Young people
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Deniston Avenue / Amsden Rise open space (A09pPC OSSR audit [no name]; owned/managed
by HDCAmenity green space

Gorham Rise open space (010ld) HDC OSSR audit [no name]; owned/managediDg
Community Orchar@Amenity green space)

Gorham Rise / Baldwin Rise open space (0I0R2pC OSSR audit [no name] owned/managed by
HDCOAmenity green space)

windsor Way open space 1 and play park (OR&yelopesprovided open space in new
development. Currently maintained by management compamgnity green space / Provision for
Children and Young People

Windsor Way open space 2 (including footpath to Gorham Rise) (0EV@ppetprovided open
space in new development. Currently maintained by management con#uaeyity green space
Coventry Road / Broughton Way open space (DLAPC OSSR audit as Coventry Road/Broughton
Way Junction owned/managéy LC@menity greenspace

Warwick Road open space (018) HDC OSSR audit as Warwick Road; owned/mah&ied
Amenity green space

Sutton in the Elms Baptist Church cemetery (Qd4HDC OSSR audit Sstton in the Elms
cemetery, Broughton Astley; Sutton in the Elms Baptist Church Cl@eityeteries, disused
Churchyards and other burial Grounds

Sutton Allotments (015)n HDC OSSR audit as Sutton Allotment Aidéments, community
gardens

Western Willows allotments (018) HDC OSSR audit as Western Willows allotments, Broughton
AstleyAllotments, community gardens

Orchard Road / Coventry Road open space (@27pC OSSR audit [no naAw@enity green space
Blenheim Crescent open space (0BHDC OSSR audit [no nadelenity green space

Farleigh Close / Malling Avenue open space (DL8)DC OSSR audit [no nareienity green
space

Rear of Willowbrook Close (020)HDC OSSR audit as Willowbrook CorNadural and semi
natural green space

Croft Way open space (02h)HDC OSSR audit as Croft Way / Swannington Road, Broughton Astley
Amenity green space

Holbeck Drive / Croft Way open spfiBeffer zone for Employment Area development designated
as open space((22)in HDC OSSR audit as Cottage Lane play area, BroughtoArAstigy green
space/Provision for Children and Young people

Cromford Way open space (028) HDC OSSR audit as Cromford Way POS, Broughton Astley;
Amenity green space

Netherfield Close open space (02&)t in HDC OSSR audit; owned/manggihtely Amenity
green space

Cromford Way / Chandler Way open space (02%)in HDC OSSR audit; owned/managed by
Jelson LtdAmenity green space

Chandler Way open space (028)t in HDC OSSR audit; develgmewided open space; owned/
managedorivatelyAmenity green space

Pond and open space on Chandler Way (0&X)in HDC OSSR audit; develgpewvided open
space; owned/manageuativatelyAmenity green space

Chandler Road open space (028)t in HDC OSSR audit; develgpewided open space;
owned/managedrivatelyAmenity green space
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Croft Way open space (02%9ot in HDC OSSR audit; develgmevided open space;
owned/managed byADCAmenity green space

Townsend Close open space (OB0){DC OSSR audit as Townsend Blosaity green space

Station Road / Broughton Way junction open space (08HDC OSSR audit [no nameienity
green space

Harris Close open space (0B2HDC OSSR audit [no naelenity green space
Byre Crescent / Harris Close open space (@33pC OSSR audit [no naselenity green space
Open space at top of Stiles Close (084)DC OSSR audit as Stiles @Glosmity green space

Arkwright Farm (Burnside Road Balancing Lagoon) (888)ly known as The Dip. In HDC OSSR
audit as Arkwright Farm, Burnside Road Balancing L@goenity green space

Pickering Road open space (0B6HDC OSSR audit as Pickering Roaehnity green space

Hallbrook School grounds (03@)HDC OSSR audit as Hallbrook SchBmughton Astley; LCC
EstateOutdoor sports facilities / Provision for Children¥amaing people

Byre Close / Richardsons Close open spacel(0B8)C OSSR audit [no naf@enity green space
Stich Close open space (089HDC OSSR audit [no naselenity green space
Kiln Close open space (040HDC OSSR audit as Kiln Close, BroughtonAxateyjty green space

Byre Crescent open space (041, O42HDC OSSR audit as Byre Crescent play area, Broughton
AstleyAmenity green space / Provision for Children and Young people

Devitt Way open space 1 (048)HDC OSSR audit as Devitt Way (Community Fa@ligyghton
AstleyAmenity green space

Machin Drive open Space (044)HDC OSSR audit as Coltsfoot Way / Clumg Btitlughton
Astley; owned/manageprivatelyAmenity green space

Machin Drive / Geveze Way / Pinel Close open spacel(DBBRC OSSR audit as Coltsfoot Way /
Clump Hilg Broughton Astley; owned/managed b&fenity green space

Geveze Way open space (046HBC OSSR audit as Coltsfoot Way / ClunqiBirbilighton Astley;
owned/managedrivatelyAmenity green space

Speedwell Drive open space (0#¥YHDC OSSR audit [no namelenity green space
Foxglove Close open space (&DC OSSR audit [no nadelenity green space

Cordonnier Close open space (O4OHBC OSSR audit as Cordonnier Close POS; owned/managed
privatelyAmenity green space

Wide verge, corner of Coventry Road / Sawmill Lane E388hsion of #012 LCC Highways

Mountbatten Drive open spac56) Developesprovided open space, Windsor Way Estate.
Currently maintained by management compakynenity green space

Buzzard Close open space (north) (@@8)elopeprovided open spacdmenity green space

Buzzard Close open space (south) (099elelopefprovided open spac&menity green space

Balancinq porld and green buffer zone, off Phipps Street mzeloperprovided open space,
WElyR Sl adu 2 AmenitWgrezAdpace y [ | Y SQ

Central Green corridor (062, 063, @B#elopei. INB GARSR 2Ly aLlJ} OSsz Wil
[ | yABI€hity green space

Evans Avenue open space (green buffer zone) (@68lopei. IN.B GARSR 2Ly aLlJ OS
. NB dz3 K U &nyenity greérbsPace

Cosby Lane allotments (069h Yy h NRy | yOS { dzZNIBSe& YOwnhdd/rmahaged! f f 2 (
privately
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Northeast public open space (green buffer zone) (0&2eloperl,lJNE2 A RSR 2 LISy aLJ O
2 T . NP dz3 Knlegity grdem spaeed

Thomas Estley College grounds (woodland area) (@)estate. In HDC OSSR audit as (part of)
Thomas Estley College, Broughton Adbleyvision for Children and Young people; Natural and
seminatural green space

Falcon Close / Harrier Close open space (123PC OSSR audit [no nadelenity green space
Wyvern Close / Lea Close open space (5P C OSSR audit [no nadelenity green space

Devitt Way / Byre Crescent open space and play areal(lBD)C OSSR audit as Devitt Way green
spaceg Broughton AstleAmenity green space / Provision for Children and Young people

Speedwell Drive open space (152)HDC OSSR audit as Speedwell QrBmughton Astley
Amenity green space

The following Open Spaces currently in the HDC audit are designated Local Green Space (policy 25) io
this Review Neighbourhood Plan. To avoid duplication in a superseding (statutory) policy they are
removed from the above list and from coverage by p@icy

Frolesworth Road Recreation Grou(@)6) In HDC OSSR audit as Frolesworth Road Recreation
Ground, Broughton Astley

Broughton Lakepen space (050) In HDC OSSR audit as Broughton Lake Near Green space (sic)

Broughton Astley Leisure Centre Qit®odland areaj003) In HDC OSSR audit as Broughton Astley
Leisure Centre arBroughton Astley Leisure Centre Site (m@f)}) In HDC OSSR audit as Broughton
Astley Leisure Centre

Ye¢ KS 9 yisRéghtirddNBr@non Land (Leicestershire)@it.# inventory)lt is bcated south
ofi al NEQa OKdzZNOKel NRXE O2YLINA&AY3I LI Nadbtoridgs), G KS
most of the rear garden of number 10 Old Rectory Close and part of that of number 11.

10.2 Local Green Spaces

Duringdrafting of the original Neighbourhood Plg§Made 2014) a subset of thepen spaces in
Broughton Astley was shown to be outstandingly important to the community and thus eligible for
designation as Local Green Space (National Planning Policy FramewppaeairapHhL 07).

The 2@4 Neighbourhood Plan designated Frolesworth Road Recreation Ground, the War Memorial,
Cottage Lane aralsection othe disused railway line as Local Green Spabese four sites were+e
assessed in 20235 as part of the comprehensive inventory of Important Open Spaces (OSSRs, Policy
24); in order to adcaevidentialrigour, this process referreéxplicitlyto the criteria for Local Green
Space eligibility outlined MPPmparagraphd.06-108. The outcome supports:

a) confirmation of Frolesworth Road Recreation Ground, War Memorial Garden and thd Disuse
Railway Line as Local Green SpHBS)

b) deletion of Cottage Lane from the list of designated LGSs (does not meet the criteria)

c)additonof NP dzZaK{i2y [ 1S o0W2f R aBBXOpySNakd hpfyw
O2YYdzy Al & Qo

d) addition of Broughton Astley Leisure Centre groutvds parts(newly established OSSR since
2014)
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Figure 6: Important Open Spaces (pol2yahd Local Green Spagpslicy 35)

- Local Green Space

|:| Open Space, Sport & Recreation site

- Registered Common Land
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2022 Contains Ordnance Surveydata © Crown copyright and databa:
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POLICY12 LOCAL GREEN SPACESelopment proposals that would result in the loss of, or have an
adverse effect on, the following Local Green Spatsails Appendik locationdigure 6) will not be
permitted other than in vergpecial circumstances.

War Memorial Gardefinventory reference 002)
Broughton Astley Leisure Centre groufii34)
Frolesworth Road Recreation Groyad6)

Broughton Laké W2 f R 0 NjetDspacddd] & Q 0
Disused Railway Lige81, 082, 085)

Fins Field057)
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While most development proposals for new buildings on these sites will be harmful and inappropriate
and will not be supported, exceptions will be made for proposals that would enhance the value or
significance of theocal Green Space, including, but not limited to:

1 Buildings providing appropriate facilities for sport and recreation, or associated with burial
grounds/cemeteries, as long as the development does not conflict with the functions or
values for which the Local Green Space has been designated,

1 Extension or alteration of such an existing building, provided that it does not result in a
disproportionate addition over and above the size of the original building,

1 Replacement of such a building, provided the new building is for the same use and is not
materially larger than the one it replaces,

T 5S0St2LIYSyid |aa20A1GSR 6AUGK SYyKFyOSYSyd Iy
or historical interest,

1 Development required for flood risk resilienceatigation.

10.3 Sites and features of Natumahvironment Significance

I 3INRdzL) 2F aAdSa a02NBa KAIKfEe Ay (G(KS Ay@gSyi?z
The features and designations for which the identified sites have $meanted are noted in the
environmental inventoryAppendixD). They comprise a) statutorily protected sites, if any, b) those
where priority habitatsoccur (Natural England mapping) or whep@diversity action plan (BAP)
specieshave been recorded; c) sites identified as ecologically significant by Leicestershire County
Council, including Local Wildlife Sites, and d) sites identified during the inventory process as being of
high biodiversity significance in the context of thenPleea.The map (figure Bhows their locations.

Policy25 delivers sitdevel compliance in the Plan Area wiltle relevant Harborough District Council
policies,the Wildlife & Countryside Act 1981 (as amended), the Natural Environment and Rural
Communities Act 2006, theabitats and Species Regulations 20QY9, and the UK Environment Act
2021. It has direct regard for National Planning Policy Framework (December 2024, as amended
February 2025) policies 192 al@B. It also refers to thelanning PracticBuidancef 2024, in respect

of the use of théiodiversity metriapproach for assessing the wildlife value of development sites and
for deliveringoiodiversity net gain.

POLIC22: SITES AND FEATURES OF NATURAL ENVIRONMENT SIGTEISifN@Bd features
mapped here (figurd) have been identified as being of at least local significance for their natural
environment significance. They are ecologically important in their own right, make a local contribution
to carbon sequestration, and are locally valued.

Development proposals affecting them will be required to include evidessed, measurable
proposals for delivering [10%] biodiversity net gain (BIN&ynificant harm to biodiversity cannot be
avoided (through relocating to an alternative site with less harmful impacts), adequately mitigated by
net gain as above or compensated for, planning permission should be refused, in conformity with
paragraph 23a of the NPPF (December 2024, as amended February 2025).
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Figure7: Sites and features oftural environment significance
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104 Countryside

The 2007 Harborough District Landscape Character Assessment provides an understanding of the
SAAGNRAOGQa f | yRafOtirél¥assurksl Broughtdr? Astieyi le® iy thé YpPBer -Soar

Landscape Character Area.

The Lutterworth and Broughton Astley Landscape Character Assessment and Landscape Capacity
Study was commissioned by Harborough District Council in September 2011. The report identifies
flyRAOILIS OKINIOGSNI adzol NBlFa @RNKEKY [ 263 | F RARQN
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character areas in the vicinity of Lutterworth and Broughton Astley. It also provides a detailed analysis
of the landscape capacity of land around the edges of Lutterworth and Broughton Astley.

104.1 Upper Soar Broughton Astley Open Farmland Landscape
Character Area

The Upper SoarBroughton Astley Open Farmland Landscape Character Area is in the north western
corner of Harborough District and wraps around the northern, western and south western edges of
Broughton Astley.

Key Characteristics

Gently sloping landform forming part of a broad valley

Mixed farmland with arable, sheep and cattle grazing and horse paddocks

Sparse and dispersed settlement pattern largely based around individual farm units
Areas of ridge and furrow to grazing pasture within rectilinear enclosure landscape
Localised areas of small scale, enclosed flood meadows along Broughton Astley Brook
Hedgerows generally low antpped with limited hedgerow trees

Relatively open landscape with wide visibility from surrounding areas

Localised areas of disturbance by built form, pylons and earthworks

= =4 4 4 —a a8 a2 -9

Distinctive Features Outside Village

i Broughton Astley Brook
| Frolesworth Road Recreation Ground and pavilion
1 Broughton Astley Cemetery

104.2 Upper Soar Broughton Astley Rolling Farmland Landscape
Character Area

The Upper SoarBroughton Astley Rolling Farmland Landscape Character Area is located around the
south eastern fringe of Broughton Astley.

Key Characteristics

A series of prominent hills

Mixed agricultural farmland, predominantly pastoral but with a proportion of arable
Geometric pattern of small to medium sized fields

Panoramic views afforded from higher ground

Variable pattern of hedgerows with some left tall

Several springs issues beconbngpks

Localised areas of high recreational use adjacent to urban edge

= =4 4 4 a8 -8 -2

Distinctive Features Outside Village
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1 Clump Hill
1 Dismantled Railway Line and strong belt of associeggétation

The rural setting to Broughton Astley is highly valued by local people. It is important that the
countryside is protected from unacceptable development which would harm its intrinsic value and
rural character. The Harborough Local Plan strictly contrela@nent in the countryside although
certain forms of development are necessary to support rural life and the rural economy.

Figure8 Landscapé:haracter Areas in the Nelghbourhood Area
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ms FARMLAND LANDSCAPE 9

\ CHARACTER AREA
© Crown copyright and database right. All rights resgrved (100050561) 2022 Contajﬁs Ordnante Survey data oy copyrlgh_t and Qatabase nghftIZOZ.Z._,.. [

Policy23: COUNTRYSIREhe Countryside (land outside the Broughton Astley and Sutton in the EIms
Limits to Development) will be protected for the sake of its intrinsic character, beauty, the diversity of
its landscapes, heritage and wildlife, the wealth of its natural resoarago ensure it may be
enjoyed by all. Development in the Countryside will be strictly controlled in accordance with
Harborough Local Plan Policies SS1, GD3, GD4 and Neighbourhood Plan Policy 1.
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105 Area of Separation

Areas of Separation are defined where the potential riskhariging between settlements is at its
greatest. Our first Neighbourhood Plan identified an Area of Separation between Sutton in the EIms
and Broughton Astley and this is to be retained. The Area of Separation aims to maintain the separate
identity of the tvo settlements.

Policy24: AREA OF SEPARATION

¢ An Area of Separation lying to the north of Broughton Way and west of Sutton Lane, as shown on
Figure %and the Policies Maps, will be maintairtegrevent the coalescence dfd two settlements

of Broughton Astley and Sutton in the Elms. Development which would detract from the open
character of this area or reduce the visual separation of Broughton Astley and Sutton in the EIms
should not be permitted. Development for recreational use such as CoityrWoodland, Country

Park or informal public open space will be supported providing the proposals do not detract from the
open and undeveloped character of the area.

Figure9: Area of Separation
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10.6 Public Rights of Way

Broughton Astley has axtensive network of footpaths and bridleways both within the village and
outside it into the surrounding countryside. This includes links to the Riveg Bagrof the Sub
NEIA2yQad { (NI GS3IAO DNBSY LYyTNI &G NSeoy deywalkersS (i 6 2
and people moving around the village to shop, go to school and to visit friends and families.

Recreational walkers, runners and dog walkers all use the paths leading from the village to Leire,
Frolesworth, Cosby, and Dunton Bassett.

These paths were originally part of an ancient network of tracks used by villagers to walk to the open
fields, to market or between neighbouring villages, but they are now used almost exclusively for leisure
activities. As such they are an appreciatedwaltused community asset that contributes to health

and wellbeing

The Leicestershire Round is a-I0ike circular walk around Leicestershire. It is immediately adjacent
G2 . NRdAKG2y !'aidtftsSe tlFNAAKQAa &2dziKSNY o02dzyRI
Bassett, Willoughby Waterleys. It is used by many Brougkdtley residents, recreational walkers,
runners, horse riders and dog walkers. It is maintained by Leicestershire County Council and has
become a welused and popular path as a challenge walk for ramblers and a sponsored walk for
various charities. Manyepple walk short stretches of the way, confident that they are on a well
marked and waymarked route.

Country walking brings benefits as a leisure activity that contributes to health and wellbeing. We are
keen to see the existing network extended and enhanced, with more radial paths generally and the
development of circular and interconnecting routes. \We keen to see the creation of a new
recreation route along the former Midland Counties Railway which used to connect Nottingham,
Leicester and Derby with Rugby.

Policy25: Public Rights of Way netwaybevelopment should protect the Rights of Way and wherever
possible create new links to the network including footpaths and cycle ways. The extension of the
existing Rights of Way network along the former Midland Counties Railwayslippasted

10.7 Biodiversityand Wildlife Corridors

LG YAIKG 0SS &aFAR GKFG . NRdAKG2y !aacgtsSe Aa 20
has no nationally important wildlife hotspots, and thus that it has little or no biodiversity significance
to be taken into account in the Planningteys. Even taking into account the large area of developed
flyR NB&adzZ GAy3a FNBY GKS tfly ! NBlIQa &GN G§S3IAO0
0S | YA&adzyRSNEGIFIYRAY3I 2F (KS O2yOSLIi eéenythé A 2 RA
sum of the wildlife in all of its individual parishes: the undeveloped area of Broughton Astley, and its
open spaces and gardens, are as important in this regard as they are in every other parish, and
residents want the Plan Area to play its gs$eA I £ LI NI Ay LINRGSOGAY3
threatened and diminishingiodiversity.
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Connectivity is an essential component of biodiversity. Isolated populations of animals and plants are
Fd NRAR&]l 2F RSaAGNHz2OGA2Yy 2NJ 2F &a-Bownedft populttiodsanda 2 c
habitats within parishes and more widely. A wadtbrridor(s) providing connectivity between the

main groups of biodiversity sites in this part of the Plan Area is mapped (indicatively) iblfigure

While Policy 26 delivers sitespecific compliance in the Plan Area wiitle relevant North West
Leicestershire Council policies, the Wildlife & Countryside Act 1981 (as amended), the Natural
Environment and Rural Communities Act 2006, the Habitats and Species Regulatie2G1204rd

the UK Environment Act 2021, thslicy B0) does the same for strategic planning and future
development proposals across the Plan Area. It also refers to the BlEERAceof July 7, 2021 in
respect of the use of thieiodiversity metriapproach to assessing the value of a development site to
wildlife. The policy is explicitly supported by NPPF (Decembd) p@eagraphs 1B(a) and (d); 18,

192and B30 F 0 E 2y HGKAOK G(GKAA LIRftAOEQa ¢2NRAYy3I Aa LI
strategies, proposals and decisions affedingughton Astleyo comply with the requirements of the
Climate Change Act 2008, to follow the spirit of the Paris Agreement (UK ratification 2017) and the
1Y @5yearenvironment plan (2018), and to plan for biodiversity net gain through the mechanisms
described in the Environment Act 2021.

FigurelO: Wildlife Corridor
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POLICY6: BIODIVERSITY AND HABC®@NNECTIVIEYAIl new development proposals will be
expected to safeguard habitats and species across the Plan Area, including those of local significance
and to deliver biodiversity net gain. If significant harm to biodiversity cannot be avoided (through
relocating toan alternative site with less harmful impacts), adequately mitigated, or dealt with through
onsite or offsite enhancement (via biodiversity net gain at 10%), planning permission should be
refused, in conformity with paragraph 193a of thdPREDecember 2024).

Development proposals should not adversely affect the habitat connectivity provided by the wildlife
corridor identified in figurdO.

108Trees and Hedgerows

Trees soften hard architecture, create contrast, encourage wildlife, reduce extremes of climate and
have been shown to benefit both physical and mental health. They also enhance the overall character
of the area.

The rural appearance of Broughton Astley is largely due to the number, and distribution of woodland,
trees and hedgerows.

Around the outskirts of the village are hedges some of which contain many species and have been
there for a long time. Farmland hedges have a degree of protection in England under the Hedgerows
Regulations 1997 (their removal requires permission from dlcal lPlanning Authority). There is a
strong desire in theeommunity for hedgerows to be maintained as landscape features for their
historical significance and biodiversity value.

The community wishes to protect and enhance the wooded appearance of the village, and to create
new woodland wherever possible.

Policy 27: TREES AND HEDGER@WEw and existing trees should be integrated into new
developments. Development that damages or results in the loss of ancient trees, hedgerows or trees
of goodarboricultural and amenity value will not normally be supported. Proposals should be designed
to retain ancient trees, hedgerows or trees of arboricultural and amenity value. Proposals should be
accompanied by a tree survey that establishes the healthagevity of any affected trees and
hedgerows, indicating replanting where appropriate

109 Climate change and Flood Risk

Evenif internationalcooperationandnationalstrategiesandpolicieseventuallysucceedn haltingthe
human andndustrial contributions towards climate change, the effects of recent and current warming
on weather events will likely persist thecades. It is therefore desirable to plan for at least a medium
term future, in which weather events will continue to becomere extreme, by putting in place
measureghat mitigatethe challengeof climatechangefor the lifetime of this Planandbeyond.This
objectiveis explicitly supportedby the EnvironmentAgency (EAJraft National Floodand Coastal
ErosiorRiskManagementrategyfor England2019)inwhich the strategic emphasis for the EA shifts
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from mitigation to resilience; in other words from requiring ragvelopmento reduceits adverse
effectson floodriskandto avoidingcreatingor addingto flood risk at all.

Figurell.1: Flood risk in Broughton Astley (Environment Agency maj3tiag),

In light ofthis, it is particularly important that the location and technical standards of all new
development proposals in the Plan Area should in future be judged not only on their immediate
adverse effects but on their likely contribution to flooding in a clirnagsge world. To complement

this expectation, the community will support proposals to improve the infrastructure within the built
up areas for managing flooding from the watercourses and in surface water flooding events, providing
this is not unduly detmental to the historic built environment, biodiversity sites, or open and green

spaces.
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