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Glossary/Definitions

Acronym Name Description
Category | Sandards for High standards of accessibility and adaptability to enak
M4(2) accessibility and | people to remain in their home as they become more fi
adaptability
DP Development Plan A development plan contains local and neighbourhood
plans, and any spatial strategies prepared by a local
planning authority.
HDC Harborough The local planning authority
District Council
HNA HousingNeeds Desktop study of housing stock and population data.
Assessment
LP Harborough Local | The districiwide planning policy strategy document.
Plan
NA Neighbourhood The area covered by the NP Review, namelpdhish
Area boundary.
NP Neighbourhood | The standard acronym for Neighbourhood Plan emp
Plan throughout this document.
NPPF National Planning | TheD2 SNy YSy (i Qa L} | yyAy 3
Policy Framework
(20249)
Made Made TheBurton Overy Neighbourhood Plashich was
NP Neighbourhood "Madé' by Harborough District Couniril2019.
Plan
NP Neighbourhood Thereview of the Madé&eighbourhood Planthe focus
Review Plan Review of the current document
OA OutputArea The lowest level of geographical areademsus
statistics
ONS Office for National | The recognised national statistigadtitute of the UK.
Statistics
SB Settlement Thespecifieddevelopment boundargf Burton Overy.
Boundary This boundargistinguiskesthe builtup area othe

village where development will be supported
appropriate circumstangdromopencountryside.




Foreword

BurtonOvery is an attractive place in which to live and work. Despite its proximity to the
greater Leicester conurbation, the village has retained its rich heritage and rural character
including its special relationship to the farmed landscape within and around it. Residents are
keen to maintain and enhance the unique character of Burton Overy, but recognise that the
village, angparishas a whole, must evolve in line with the pressures and priorities of the
21st century

Back in January 2019, following a local referendum, Harborough District Council (HDC)
approved the firsever Neighbourhood Plan (NP) for ®&rishof Burton OveryHereafter,

we refer to this approved plan as the Made N®well as containing a wealth of information
about the village and its environs, tMade NP has proved to be an important guide, to
which theparish council regularly turns, when providing comments to HDC on planning
applications. Equally importantly, the policies within the NP foanh of the officially
recognsed framework used by HDC to decide on planning applications.

In the period since th&ade NP was adopted, a number of important legislative changes
have come into force which impact upon the neighbourhood planning process. For
example, the new Harborough Local Plan was adopted in28A8l, and, at the end of
January 2020, the UK left the EU. Meanwhile, Planning Practice Guidance in relation to
neighbourhood planning was updated2zd24and updates to the National Planning Policy
Framework (NPPF) have taken place in 2018, 2019, 2023and December2024

Although there is no specifieviewrequirement it was always envisaged that thkadeNP

would benefit from an update after a period of roughly five years. In making full use of its
Made NP, theparishcouncil also became aware that some elements of the plan might be
laid out more clearly and developed further. These points, together with the recognised
legislative changemted earlier, lead the Burton OveRarishCouncil to undertake a review
commencing2023, with a focus on how the policies of thikade NP were working and
whether any needed updating om@ndment The present documerntereafter referred to

as theNPReview reflects the outcome of thairocess

TheNP Revieencompasses a new Design Codes and GuidRemartanda new Housing
Need Assessmertioth carried out by the national and international consultancy, AECOM,
with funding support from the centrgbvernment organisation, Localifyheparishcouncil

has been ably assisted throughout the whole of the review procehs lycal consultancy
firm, YourLocale, again with the support of grant funding from Lociany sections of

the plan particularly thoselealing with the Natural, Historic and Social Environnievie
benefited from a substantial reworkind o assist the readehéd significant policy changes
incorporaed in the NPReviewas compared to those in tidade NRare summarised in
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Finally, | would like to thank officers from HDC for their backing as we have undertaken this

work andGary Kirk and John Martin ¥burLocale for their close collaboration in the
preparation of tis NP Review

Robert Warwick

Chair of Burton Ove®arishCouncil
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1. WhathasChanged?

The firstever Neighbourhood Plan (NP) for #@rishof Burton Overyvas "Made" (i.e., approved) by
Harborough District Council (HDC) in January 2019. Hereafter, we refer to this as the Mémoke NP.
significant policy changescorporated m the present document (hereafter, thBIP Review, as
compared to those ithe Made NPare summarisetiere.

POLICY S1: SETTLEMENT BOUKRDWRSEttlement Boundary remains the same as in the Made NP
(although previously referred to as the Limits to Development). This NP Reviewqudicjdates
policies S1, S2 aitB from the Made NP. The provisions contained in the new policy are largely the
same as in the Made NP.

POLICY S2: SUPPORT FOR DEVELOPMENT ON BROWN¢tRisDepI@Ess Policy H2 from the
Made NP and is the same except for the policy now applying to the whole of the Neighbourhood Area
rather than within the Settlement Boundary ardyd five criteria being added to the policy to ensure
that any development proposal is of an appropriate scale and safeguards are in place.

POLICYHD1: HOUSING Mgxhis new policy replaces Policy H1 from the Made NP and draws on
evidence gathered through theecent Housing Needs AssessméghiNA) The policy continues to
support dvellings of 3 bedrooms or fewer and single storey accommodation suitable for older, people
whilst strengthening the presumption against larger homes and supporting the providiegllirigs
which meet Category MA4(2) standards for accessibility and adaptabilityine with the
recommendations of the HNA.

POLICY HD2: AFFORDABLE HOUSING EXCERTi@r@Wpolicy provides Burton Ovesyecific
criteria for the support of an Affordable Housing Exception site, including the First Homes discount
recommended through the HNA.

POLICY HD3: DESIGNIs replaces Policy DBE1 from the Made NP and draws dvetign Codes
and Guidance Repatbmmissioned as part of the NP Review.

POLICY ENV1: LOCAL GREEN SRAERSIicy refers to the same set of six Local Green Spaces
(LGS) as in the Made NP. The policy is basically unchanged apart from minor edits to the wording.
Supporting details are now contained in an Appendix to e neport (see below)

POLICY ENV2 IMPORTANT OPEN SPACES (OPEN SPACE, SPORT & REGREATEYNMBITES)
builds on theCOMMUNITY ACTI@Nnthe Made Plan Added to make a clear distinction between
Local Green Spaces and Open Space, Sport & Recreatiphasiteg regard for ational Fanning
Policy Framework (NPPBecember2024 paragraph 105.

POLICY ENV 3 SIRER®D FEATURBE NATURAL ENVIRONMENT SIGNIFI@ANRELICY ENV 5
SITES OF HISTORIC ENVIRONMENT SIGNIEGANCEvopolides replacePolicyENV2OTHER
SITES OF ENVIRONMENTAL SIGNIFiGANO#ade Planfor clarity and to reflect the different
approachesppropriatefor their protection.

POLICY ENMVBIODIVERSITY AND HABITAT CONNEGTMII Ypolicy replaces policy ENV3
6|Page



BIODIVERSITY GENERAL in the Made Plan. It has been updated to have regard for Biodiversity Net G
and other new measures in NPPF December 3084s 187, 188, 192, 193. POLICY ENV4 also now
incorporates policy ENV4 BIODIVERSITY, WOODLAND, TREES AND HEDGES in the Made Plan, for
and simplicity.

POLICY ENV 6 RIDGE AND FURRHRQISVpolicy replaces and updates POLICY ENV5 RIDGE AND
FURROW in the Made Plan; updated arslreeyed for 2024.

POLICY ENV 7 NODHSIGNATED HERITAGE A&8HIS a new policy. A set of potential candidate
assets has been identified and evidence gathered, having regard for NPPF Decemipar29207,

212 and local practice (Leicestershire and Rutland Historic Environment Record). The evidence base i
presented in an Appendix (see below).

POLICY ENMMMPORTANT VIEWIs policy is essentially the same as POLICY ENV6 PROTECTION Of
IMPORTANT VIEWS in the Made Plan with very minor updates following community consultation and
fieldwork and the mapas beemredrawn for clarity about view directions and exgent

POLICENV ¢ FOOTPATHS, BRIDLEWAYS AND OTHER WALKINGtRO BE®W policy which
seeks to protect existing networks whilst promoting the extension of the footpath network.

POLICY ENNM AREA OF SEPARATJ@ME is a new policy which has been included to take account
of the recent expansion of the neighbouring village of Great Glen towards the western boundary of
the Burton Overy Neighbourhood Area. This new policy identifies a nart@nbial "area of
separation” between the two settlements. A much larger "area of separation” proposed in the
original NP was not accepted by the examiner, but since that time the eastward expansion of Great
Glen has gathered pace.

POLICY ENY FLOOD RISK RESILIENIGE policy replaces POLICY ENV8 FLOODING in the Made
Plan. The policy has been updated and expanded using new Environment Agency mapping and
having regard for NPRecember 2024paras 161, 17281 and HDC Local Plan policy CC.

POLICY CF1: THE RETENTION OF COMMUNITY FACILITIES ANOtAMpMNidy ESplaces Policy CF1 in
the Made NP. It remains the same as the old policy, except for the addition of two new facilities (the Dairy and
the Egg shop) that have been added to the list of facilities to which the policy applies.

POLICY E1: FARM DIVERSIFICAT®IHolicy is the same as Policy E1 in the Made NP except for an
' YSYRYSyid (2 ONXR (S NAhe uselproppoged i©dppradiaie @ih2 mzal foéadoa | A |
I Y R y 2 Bhe dstprdpbsedind the scale of developmésappropriate to the rural locatidd ®

POLICY E2: BROADBAND INFRASTRWOhEREIly change to the policy E2 from the Made NP is
0KFG (K SEvenSnditidugl @@lling’in new housing developments should have a connection
installed capable of supplying broadband operation at speeds of 30 megabytes per second (as at the
date of publication) or better to reflect higher minimum speeds that may t@mmended through

the lifetime of the Pla@ K| & 0 S S \Evey indiwddaSdwelling?in néw housing developments
should have a connectionsiralled capable of supplying broadband operation of at least a minimum
speed of 30 Mbps or any higher figure commensurate with the minimum industry standard pertaining
at the timeQ
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POLICY E3: WORKING FROM H@M#policy is the same as Policy E3 from the Made NP except for
the addition of a criterion against which support for the proposal will be considered and which says
Buch development will not result in unacceptable traffic movements and that appropriate parking
provision is made ®

APPENDICES:

1.

2.

Housing Needs Assessmehtewly commissioned report
Design Codes and Guidance Repbigwly commissioned report

Environmental InventoryComprehensively updated with latest "Existing Designations” and a
full review of local detail.

Local Green SpaceBull supporting details of the six identified sites

Statutorily Protected Heritage Asset$ull list of Gradél Listed Buildings and Scheduled
Monuments in Burton Overy (included for completeness)

Non-Designated Heritage Assets (NDHAg evidence base for the proposed set of NDHAs
in Burton Overy

8|Page



2. TheParish oBurton Overy
The Neighbourhood Area

In keeping with therevailinggovernmentakemphasis ondcalism, he first-ever NP forthe Parish of
Burton Overy passellocal5 F SNSY RdzY 2y wmn Wl ydz- NBE wamd SAGK |
and was'Made' by Harborough District Council on 15 January 2019.

In preparing a NP a community is not working framlanksheet2 ¥ LJ- LISND® [ SAA at F GA
plan, and the policies it contains, must be prepared in a prescribed manner; in particular, the policies
must be in general conformity with relevant national and district wide approved strategic planning
policies.In that contextjt was always envisaged that tNadeNP would benefit from an update after

a period of roughly five yeardence in 2023, the Burton Overy Parish Council commencadeavr
encompassingamendments to the narrative and policibased on changed circumstancasd
experience gainesinceits NP was Madé he current document, namely the NP Review, is the outcome

of that process,

ThedesignatedNeighbourhood Arewithin which the NP Review policies will applthe whole othe
Parishof Burton Overysee Figure below). The NP Review policiest out a longerm approacho
developmentboth within the settlementof Burton Overy anth the adjoining open countryside

The Unique Character of the Parish

Burton Overy village is set inhollow amidst trees, some two kilometres from the A6 Market
Harborough to Leicester Roadthough linked to other villages by very minor ro&iston Overy gives

the impression of being a edé-sac village; indeed, the northern part of the villagefectly matches

this descriptionThe village has a tapering linear fosmme0.8km longwith a long loop at its northern
end and two significant loops at the wider southern base forminglbaek. Granite kerbs and brick
walls are a feature on many ofettvillage streets. The building development runs along Main Street,
around the loops and along short-dd-sac lanes leading off the main thoroughfares.

The buildings of the village display considerable variety in age, style, building materials and relationship
with the streets. Some are close against the road, as the range in Bell Lane and adjacent Main Street,
others are set back with small front gardewsiile others are further back, often at a higher level. The
slight curves in the roads and the changes in levels, as southwards from the church, result in attractive
groupings and placing of buildings. There are several examples of the timber fratrentoddne 16th

and 17th centuries with brick and mud infill panels and partitions; these are thatched and include South
View standing high near the southern entrance to the village. Some of the older properties have lost
their thatch which has been regled by slate. Apart from the irestone and limestone church and the
churchyard wall which is constructed in granite, stone (ironstone and river cobbles) is confined to the
plinths and lower walls of some of the older buildings. The rest is brick builtiuagging ages, including

some houses built from nestandard, locally made, piéictorian brickeind some withinteresting brick
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detailing such as The Springs in Carlton L&wofing is of Welsh or Swithland slates. Some plots in the
village have been infilled with later twentieth century buildings.

There are several significant open areas between the buildings. These include most of the southernmost
loop (an area of garden with mature trees subject to a Tree Preservation Order), the field in the centre
of the village and an enclosed area of paddotkimnvthe loop of Scotland Lane and Elms Lane. At the
end of Scotland Lane (deriving from the medieval scot or tax) are a number of assarts (medieval land
clearances).

The churchyard itself forms an interesting space with the elegant former Rectory behind it and other
Grade Il listed buildings flanking the remaining perimeter. Beyond Rectory End there is an area of grass
land, under the ownership of the Church, knowrallycas Fish Pond field, which is crossed by a public
footpath. This provides an important local green space at the edge of the village alongside the village
hall.

Burton Overy was designated as a Conservation Area ind&aHgure 2 below)The Conservation

Area includes not only the settlement but also a network of fields located to the rear of residential
curtilages. These fields extend the boundary of the Conservation Area both to the east and to the west
of Main Street for virtually theshole northsouth expanse of the village. TparislQa KA &G 2 NR O f
agricultural economy is reflected in a remarkable number of cutteptworking family farms. The

farmed landscape in the immediate locality of the Conservation Area and beyond are fotadame

Burton Overy's precious character and attractiveness as a place to live.

ThePopulationof the Parish

The Census dataported have been taken from the Office for National Statistics (ONS) walrsiig

the entry¥ . dzNJi 2 Paridi)dbe dliEallest geographical aréar which ONS data can be obtained
(known as theutput area)is generallysomewhat largethanthat enclosed byhe Burton Ovenyparish
boundary due to the inclusion dhe neighbouring rural hamlets of Great Stretton and Carlton Curlieu)
However, he characteristics of theseighbouringsettlements are broadly the same as Burton Overy
and the trends highlightekereare therefore appropriate.

The 2021 Census recorded 459 individuals in the Burton Qutpiyt areawhich, like-for-like,indicates

an increase of 19 people since the 2011 Census. There are 188 householdsutpuharea, a small
decline since 201Ivhen 191 were recorded. There were 200 dwellings in 2021, an increase of just 1
dwelling since 2011 In 2021 there were 29%&ndividualsliving inthe exactNeighbourhood Area,
implying a scaling with respect to the outpuea ofaround 64%.
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Figure. 1 The Burton Overieighbourhood Area
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Figure. 2. The Conservation Area Boundary
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3. The Neighbourhood Plan

NeighbourhoodPlars andthe PanningSystem

Neighbourhood planning as a community rigZhs established through the Localism Act 2011,
which set out the general rules governing greparationof NPs

A NPforms part of the Statutory Development Plan for the area in which it is prepared. This
statutory status means that it must be taken into account when considering planning decisions
affecting that area.

One of the main rules governing the preparation NPas that it must be in line Wi strategic
environmental assessment and habitat regulati@ssow incorporated into UK lawlf must

also be in general conformity with national, county and district wide planning policies. This
means that it cannot be prepared in isolation. It will need to take into account, and generally
work with, the grain of the district wide and nationalipies unless there are good reasons for
not doing so.

At the local level, the key planning documeiith which aNPmustbe in general conformity

is theLocal Plan. In the case of Burton Overy, this is #rbdfough DistricCouncil (HDC)
Local Plamwhich wasadoptedin April 2019 This Local Plan is currently under review; however,
it is the2019Local Plan that will be place and relevanthen this NP Review is finalised.

Also important is the National Planning Policy FramewdRKNast updated in December

2024. This sets out the Government's planning policies for England and how these are expected
to be applied. The NPPF requires the planning system (incNigsih¢p encourage sustainable
development and details three dimensions to that development:

1 An economic dimensianpolicies should contribute to economic development;

1 A social dimensiog policies should support strong, vibrant and healthy communities by
providing the right supply of housing and creatinggi+quality built environment with
accessible local servicasd

1 An environmental dimensianpolicies should contribute to protecting and enhancing the
natural, built and historienvironment.
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The Goals othe Neighbourhood?an Review

This NP Reviewovers the period up to 2@, a timescale which deliberately mirrors that for
the review of theHDCLocal PlanThe Neighbourhood Ared encompassessthe whole of the
Parishof Burton Overy

The main purpose of thBIP Reviewis not to duplicate national or distriatide planning
policies, but to sit alongside thes@md add additional or more detailed policies specific to
BurtonOvery @rish Where there are national and distreide planning policies that meet
the needs and requirements of tiparish they are not eiteratedhere.

Instead, theNP ReviewWocuses on those planning issues which consultation shows matter
most to the community, and to whighcan add the greatest additional value. These include
policies that:

1 Ensure that development takes place in the most sustait@iatons;

1 Encourage the right types of development that meet lloeats;

1 Protect important buildings and structures of historic and architectural interest;
1 Protect important community facilities astops;

1 Promote high quality design in nevelopment;

1 Protect the countryside and special landscapel

1 Protect open spaces that are important to the community andilaiife.

These locally formulated policiase specific to Burton Oveparishand reflect the needs and
aspirations of the community.

It is important to note thatwhen using theNP Reviewo form a view on a development
proposal or a policy issughe whole documentand the policies contained in it must be
considered together.

While every effort has been made to make the main parts oNRifRevieveasy to read and
understand, the wording of the actual policies is necessarily more fornaa tsocomply with
statutory requirements.

Qupporting QustainableDevelopment

According to the key national planning documettie NPPF the planning systerahould as
far as possibleensure aldevelopments sustainableThe goal of sustainable development is
to enable all people to satisfy their basegjuirementsand to enjoy a better quality of life,

14|Page



without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own social, economic and
environmental needs.

The NPPEDecember 202) carries a presumption in favour of sustainable development. It
states that there are three dimensions to sustainable developnemunomic,socialand
environmental all of which are important and interrelated. In accordance with this, the aims
and policie®f this NP Reviewsentre onsecuringsustainable developmenthe goals include:

1. Economic
1 To protect existing employmeunses;
1 To ensure effective broadband speeds in dewelopment;
1 To support appropriate smaltale farndiversification and business developmertd
1 To encourage appropriate starp businesses and homerking.
2. Social
1 To safeguard existing open space for the enjoymemsadents;
1 To protect existing community facilitiesd
1 To deliver a mix of housing typ&smeet the needs of present and futugenerations.
3. Environmental

1 To ensure that housing development is of the right quantity and type in the right
location, so that it does not harm but positively reflects ¢pecial character of the
Neighbourhood Area

1 To protect important open spaces fratlavelopment,

-

f To ensure that the design ahydevelopment enhances thmarislQa & LISOAF £  OK
andidentity;

1 To protect and, where possible, improve biodiversity and important halaitets;

1 To make provision for improved pedestrian and cycling facilities, as appropriate.

Community Engagement

We first recall theonsultation events that fed into the evidence base for the Mdlde

An Open Event was held 88 April 2016vhich soughtommunityviews about whathe proposed
NP should includeOver 60 people attended and offered their viewls. addition, acommunity
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guestionnaire waslistributed to every household in tiparish In total, 39 copies of the questionnaire

were completed and returned, representing a third of households ipadhsh Following the Open

Event, residents signed upéngage itP¢ KSYS DNR dzLJA Q (2 BSEtbBulinB G KS
evidence base and to lay the foundation for the dtA furtherConsultatiorEvent took place on 8

July 2017with over 40 people were in attendancéhe finalised set opolicies were put to the
communityin a ,eferendum on 10 January 20a8d endorsed A (0 K | dp:Fhe BBt DEryd 2 i S
NPwasthen "Made' by Harborough District Council on 15 January 2019.

Given the existence of a substantigghly relevandocument, namely the Made NP, the approach
taken inprogressinghe currentreviewdiffers to that adopted earlieThereview proces$iasbeen

driven forward by a small group comprising the PC Chair and Clerk andNRocahsultants,
YourLocaleln parallel, wrk was undertaken to update the evidence baseebgxamininghe local

historic records and by commissioning AECOM to undertake both a Housing Needs Assessment and «
Design Codeasnd Guidanc®&eport

Once thanitialwork to update thevlade NFhad beerconcludedthe draft NP Review and Appendices
weremade publichavailableandaCommunity Consultation Evemas held tgoromote the discussion
and consideration of thproposedpolicy amendments.If any of the proposed changes to thtade
NP should prove controversiathen the intention was to form working groups to loak the
controversial issues in more detail and hopefiutigt appropriate solutions.

The communityeventwas heldon Saturday 2nd Novemb2024in the Burton Overy Village Hall.

61 people attended the everithere was strong support for each poliayften unanimous suppor
with the exception of the A 4 i — Y g

policy on affordable housing !

where 12 were in favour, bui
16 against. It may have beet
that people were unclear that®
the NP policy does not makesiy
the likelihood of an affordabldi
housing development coming
forward more likely Rather,
the policywill help to ensure
that if a site is proposedhe
associatedapplicdaion would
have to address local
circumstances and the
specific local housing neetihe narrative preceding the policy has been strengthened to make this
point.

Changes were made to the NP to reflect comments made at the event.
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4.Policies
A. STRATEGY

Introduction

The purpose of the UK Planning System as set out in the (MeBémber 202) is to achieve
ddzadl Ayl ofS RS@OSt2LISyild W{daAaGlIAYylIo6fSQ Aa RST)
of the current generation does not make life worse for future generations. The Burton KIRery
Reviewis a key part of securing sustainable development. The NPPF states that all plans should be
based on and reflect the presumption of sustainable development and that neighbourhoods should
plan positively to support locdevelopment.

When considering development proposals, MeReviewwill continue totake a positive approach
that reflects the presumption in favour of sustainable development.

Through the process of developithgs NPReview consideratiofinas beergiven to the type and extent
of new development required to meet the needs of the local community, where it should be located
in theparish and how it should bdesigned.

TheParishof Burton Overy does not have a housing targettaedNPReviewdoes not allocate any
development sites. Settlement Boundarkias been drawiicarried over without alteration from the
Made NP)Yo enable appropriate housing and business growth withinptireshup to 2G41. In this
regard, theNPReviewsupports windfall housing development and supports business development in
appropriate locations that do not impact on residential amemitgpen countrysideTheNPReview

also states how new heing should be designed and supports the improvement to the infrastructure
that is needed to meet the requirements of new development.

Settlement Boundary

The purpose othe Settlement Boundaris to ensure thatlevelopmentactivity, in the main takes
placewithin the builtup area of Burton Ovelg a location wheré can be supported bthe existing
transport infrastructure Conversely, lte Settlement Boundary serves as a deterrembappropriate
developmentn the localopencountryside.

Settlement Boundariewere established by Harborough District CouincR011in order to clarify
where new development activity is best located. Mieseused to define the extent of a builp part

of a settlement and distinguish between areas where, in planning terms, development would be
acceptable in principle, such as in the main settlements, and where it would not be acceptable,
generally in the leasustainable locations such as in the open countryside. Such growth would risk
ribbon development and the merging of dethents to the detriment of the community and visual
amenity of the surrounding3he Harborough Local Plan, adopted in April 2019, renmeetment
Boundariedrom settlements such as Burton Overy, but the MiidRkept the boundary in order to
clarify where sustainable development is best locéedFgure 3).
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TheNPReviewsupports the retention od Settlement Boundargr the built-up part of Burton Overy.
TheSettlement Boundarthat wasincluded in the Mad&Phas beencarried over without change in
the NP Review. This boundary aitommodatehe limited organiaevelopmenthat is requiredof
a settlement the size of Burton Overy
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POLICY SBETTLEMENT BOUNDARSMall scale development proposals within the identified
Settlement Boundarin Figure 3 including infill and redevelopment sites will be supported where:

a) They retain existing important natural boundaries such as trees and hedges; and
b) They provide for aafe vehicular and pedestrian access to the site; and

c) Adequate offroad parkings provided as a minimum of two cparking spaces for dwellings of
three bedrooms or less and three spatmsdwellings of four bedrooms or mqrand

d) They do not reduce garden space to an extent where it adversely impacts on the character of the
area, the amenity of neighbours and the occupiers of the dwelling or has a significant detrimental
environmental or heritage impact.

Land outside the definedettlement Boundary will be treated as open countryside, where
development will be carefully controlled in accordance with the development plan and national
planning policies

Brownfield sites

¢KS bttC 05SOSYOSNI HaHwnZ LI NI IAINFLK MHnO Aada Of
strategy for accommodating objectively assessed needs, in a way that makes as much use as possibl
2F LINBQGA2dzat e RSOSt 2LISR 2NIH&GoNRYE WoFakPRah @Rgril 2019)y R &
SyO02dz2NF 3Sa (KS WI LubeblpkiduslySevelopdt laBoFamdibOilikyy Wwherdl S
suchredza S | OKAS@Sa (KS 202S00A@Sa 2F adzadGrAylotS
especially thosewithin the Settlement Boundary, create a drag on feNA & K Q& @A 6 NI
FGGNF OGAGSYySaad wSRSGSt2LIYSyid 2F Fyeé RSNBfAON
greenfield sites, will be supported as a priority. Given the nature of the policies in this NP Review and
the wider development plarit is anticipated that any new development proposals which may come

forward within the plan timeframe will be of a residential nature.

POLICYS2: SUPPORT FOR DEVELOPMENT ON BROWNFIEDBVSIGESent proposals for the
redevelopment or change of use of redundant land or buildintsn the Neighbourhood Argaee
Figure 1)ill be supported, provided the site concerned has limited environmental, historical
landscape or ecologiczlue and where:

a) The use proposed and the scale of development is appropriate to the rural location;
b) Anyconversion/adaptation works respect the local character of the surrounding area,;

c) The development will not have an adverse impact on any archaeological, architectural, historic
or environmental features;

d) The local road system is capable of accommodating the traffic generated by the proposed new
use and adequate parking can be accommodated within the site; and

e) There is no significant adverse impactnemghbours through noise, light pollution, increased
traffic levels or increased flood risk.
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B.HOUSIN@GND DESIGN

HousingProvision

When considering development proposals, M Reviewakes a positive approach that refleets
presumption in favour of sustainable developmewith dueconsideration to the type and extent of
new development required to meet the needs of the local community, where it should be located in
the parish and how it should be designed.

The HDC Local Plan (April 20d8€9ablishes a hierarchy of settlements to help to determine the most
appropriate locations for development. On the basis of this hierarchy, Burton Overy is classified as an
WhiKSNI +Af€F3aS 2N wdzNF £ { S G f SYSy dtanabieRosatokis ( K S
for growth and are covered by housing in the countryside policy. New housing will be limited to small
sites to meet a locally identified need (either through a housing needs survey or NP), housing to meet
the needs of a rural worker,olated homes in the countryside in accordance with NPPF (2024)
LI NJ INJ LK pcX YR NBLJIIOSYSyd RgSttAyITaodQod

Through theNPReview the opportunity has been taken to positivelgn forhousingdevelopment
within Burton Overythat meets a local need and helps to support local servicesSatliement
Boundaryhas therefore been réeratedto accommodate the potential fdimited housing growth to

meet a local needo support the existing services up to420and to direct development to the most
suitablelocations.This will enable thparishto secure the growth that is recognised as being necessary
through windall developments in locations that are favoured by the community, avoiding the
uncertainty that comes with speculative development proposals that threaten the character of the
areainto the future.

GCommunity consultatiornas regularly indicated clear preference to keep the special nature of the
villageof Burton Overyntact for future generations to enjoyiherefore the housingdensityin any
new developmens will be keptin proportion appropriateto the size and character of theain
settlement in theparish

Housing Mix

The mix of housing proposed within tN® Reviewis based on statistical datdtained through the
Housing Needs AssessmdaANA- Appendixl).

The population in 2021 is dominated by people in the older age groups, particulédya#sl 6534.

This is consistent with many rural villages across England and reflects the ageing of the population
nationally. Consistent with the population by age data, older households account for 31% of all
households in Burton Overy. This includes single older people and couples. This is a substantially highe
share than in Harborough and England.

Over two thirds of dwellings within Burton Overy are detached, compared to just under half in
Harborough as a whole an@% in England. Consequentiyere are smaller proportions of other
dwelling types with 23% seiéetached, 9% terrackand under 1% flats. The mix is substantially
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different to the wider district and Englanéflecting its rural nature.

Almost half of the stock in Burton Overy has four or more bedrooms. This is consistent with the
dominance of detached dwellings in the housing stock. A further 32% of dwellings have 3 bedrooms.
Whilst the housing stock in Harborough district is also ddednay larger homes, the proportion of

4+ bedroom properties is/%6, substantially below the proportion in the Burton Overy proxy area. The
dominance of larger dwellings in Burton Overy contributes to higher average house prices as larger
dwellings domina sales.

Conversely, there is a small proportion of small@rkdedroom properties in Burton Overy. These
dwellings make up just 18% of the stock, compared to 27% in Harborough and almost 39% in England.

Themodellingcontained within the HNAuggests that if new homes are delivered in Burton Overy,
the priority should be given to the development of eized 23 bedroom properties. This takes
account of projected demographic changdich is dominated by the growth in older households but
includes some growth in younger households over the plan period, and the current dominance of
larger homes in the existing stock. The provisi@oofe further2-3 bedroomproperties could widen

the choice available to esting and future residents both in terms of providing choices to older
householdswho may wish to downsizand also to younger households or first time buyers seeking
relatively more affordable properties to buy or rent.

Given that the projected growth locall/driven by older householdfie NP Review seeks tapply
higher standards of accessibility and adaptability to any new homes that are delivered in the parish.

Policy BD1: HOUSING MXDevelopment proposalfor newbuild housingand extensionshould
provide a mixture of housing types specifically to meet identified local needs in Burton Overy as
evidenced in the Housing Neefissessment 2024 (Appendixot)more recent documents updating
thisreport.

Dwellings of 3 bedrooms or fewer and single storey accommodation suitable for older people will be
supported where in accordance with other policias is the provision of dwellings which meet
Category M4(2) standards for accessibility and adaptability

There will be a presumption against larger homes (4 or more bedrooms) unless justified by clear
evidence of housing need

AffordableHousing

The majority of househodds in Burton Overy own their own homes (78%), slightly higher ithan
HarboroughDistrict and significantly above the rate of owner occupation in England as a whole.
Around twethirds of homeowners own their homes outrighwhich largely reflects the older
population in the parisithe following narrative is drawn from the HNA (Appendix 1).

The private rented sector in the parish is relatively substantial with a higher proportion of private
renters (18.6%) than in Harborough (13.5%). There is very lsnitedrented accommodation in the
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parish (3.2%) compared to 8.7% in the district which is also substantially below the level of 17.1% in
England.

Current average median pricesHarton Ovenare around £586,565 (this is an average of 22223
due to the small number of sales in any single year). Lower quartilegitfeesheapest 25% of prices
- are around £275,625 (again based on the 2P@23 period)Prices in Burton Ovegre higher than
in Harborough as a whole. Median prices in the district are around £320,000 (2023).

Lower quartile prices are also higher in Burton Overy (£275,625) compared to Harborough (£245,000).
The wider district appears to be more affordable than the panikith is likely to impact on the ability
of younger and newly forming households to reniaiar move to Burton Overy.

The average household income locally was £47,600 in 2020 (the most recent year for this ttataset).
appears that local households on average incomes are unable to access evsvehkiygmes unless

they have the advantage of a very large deposit or existing housing equity. The median house price
would require an annual income three times higher ttiencurrent average.

A new First Home discounted at 30% would not be affordable to households on average or lower
quartile incomes. However, a discount of 40% would appear to be in reach of average income
households in Burton Overy (bearing in mind the uncertainty over averegmes due to data
limitations).

HDAQQA4d | R2LIGSR LREtAOCe 2y ' TF2NRI6fS |1 2dAaAAy3a 6t ;
affordable on sites larger than 10 dwellings. Given that there is no housing requirement for Burton
Overy and limited prospect of new housing development that woelet tfine threshold to secure
affordablehousing, any newffordable Housing in the parish in the future may be more likely to be
secured througimore direct forms of delivery such as Rural Exception Sites.

Whilst this policy does not make the potential for an Exception Site to come forward any more likely,
it helps to ensure that if one does come forward, it addresses local need.

POLICHD2: Affordable Housing Exception Sifeo meet identified needs within the community, the
provision of highguality affordable housing through an exception site will be supported where the
following criteria are met:

a) The site adjoins the Settlement Boundary;

b) The type and scale of affordable housing is justified by evidence of need from a local housing needs
survey;

c) Planning obligations will be used to ensure that the market and affordable housing is available in
perpetuity for people with a local connection to tdeighbourhood Areaand

d) The development consists entirely of affordable housing or is for a-terece scheme where an
element of market housing is essential to the delivery of the affordable housing. The market
housing must be the minimum necessary to make the scheme viableaf a type and size that
will meet a specific locally identified housing need fordost market housing.

First Homesat a discount of 40% subject to viabilagd sekbuild proposalarewelcomed
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DesignCodes and Guidance

The Parish of Burto®very has a long and interesting history, resulting in a wide array of heritage
assets, attractive landscapes andistinctive local characteExisting settlement patterns have grown
incrementally over time. The buildings date from many different periods, providing a richness and
variety of styles and materials. This character should be enhaneaybhgw development; schemes
should be designed to ensure that new buildings sit comfortably within the existing settlement pattern
and are respectful of thegurroundingsln particular, ew designs should respond in a positive way to
the local character through careful and appropriate use of-gigtlity materials and detail. Proposals
should also demonstrate consideration of height, scale and massing, to ensure that new development
delives a positive contribution to the street scene and adds value to the distinctive character of the
part of the Neighbourhood Arean which it is locatedThe NPPKDecember 202) notes that
development that is not well desigthehould be refused, especially where it fails to reflect local design
policies(paragraph 59)

A DesignCodesand Guidance Repowas commissioned as part of the process of prepahag\NP
Review(Appendix2). This reportidentifies three areawithin the village of Burton Oves having
distinctive characters, namelyvo "historic cores" plus a somewhatore dispersed postvar
residential area. Historic Core Ci8located to the south of the village and is focussed around the
intersectionof Main Street, Bell Lane and Carlton Lane. It comprises predominanf@thr€entury
development. The second historic area, Historic Corei€Aitated towards the north end of the
village with the Grade II* listed St. Andrews Church at its centre.,Ah@narea comprises
predominantly pre20th Century development. Finallhe postwar residentialarea comprises
dispersed pockets of predominantly 20th and 21st Century developmbith have expanded the
village over time to meajrowinghousing needsThe Design Codes and Guidance Report provides a
character analysis of these three distinct areas and then goesalaltoratearea-wide designcode
advice under the general headings: History and Identity; Built Form; Movement; Nature; and
Resources.The report finally provides a convenient Checklist {f)3of all the elements of good
design that Bould be considered in any development proposatsether newbuild or involving
extensions or major alterations to existing properties.

POLICY DB3: DESIGNDevelopment proposalBsncompassing both new builds and extenssimsuld
demonstrate a high quality of design, layout and use of materiald whlien as avhole,result in a
positive contributionto the special charactesf the part of the Neighbourhood Area in whittte
developmenis located.

As appropriate to their scale, nature and location, development proposals should respond positively
to the DesigrCodes and Guidané®port (Appendix 2and demonstratewithin a Design and Access
Statementhow the underlying principles have been incorporatéthere appropriate, consideration
should be given to the use of contemporary and innovative materials that do not detract from the
historic context and the adoption of sustainable design and construction techniques, including the use
of low carbon and reneable energy technology. Consideration should also be given to the limiting of
light pollution due to street and/or security lightifay design lightingunless thiscannot be avoided

for reasons of safety
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C. Natural, Historic and Social Environment

Introduction

Landscape and geological settife NeighbourhoodArea lies at the meeting of two National
Character Areas (designated, for planning purposes, by Natural Enil@Ad®3 High Leicestershire
andNCA 94 Leicestershire ValBsis is where the folded uplands and valleys formed by several eroded,
sinuous escarpments roll down into the broad clay lowlands of the central Midlands. The meeting of
High Leicestershire with the Vales in the parish provides very extensive; \Hefiidvay across the

[ 2dzyieQ FNRY (KS KA 3IKNighboubidd WH & QAY 4 & Kz8 K BIN)XA a B
close to an important watershed: to the southeast, streams flow into the river Welland and down to
the Wash, while Burton Brook and the Washbrook are headwaters of the river Soar, itself part of the
Trent drainage basin. &ltvalleys are too big for the small streanthis is because the valleys were
shaped during the ice ages. The modern streams have cut their own narrow valleys, in some places as
attractive, wooded mingorges, into the bottoms of the largelleys.

Geologically, thé&leighbourhoodArea is almost entirely situated on Quaternary (ice age) stony clay
calledtill 6 26N3 d#f R § Nith Quiabsi €lay and limestone beneath. The Jurassic rocks are only seen
where the streams cut down to them through the till, and these include the places where fossilised
ammonites and belemnites have been found by generations of local childrewillape itself is
situated on a patch of gravel, also of ice age origin, that attracted the original settlers because of the
combination of the drier ground and accessible fresh water (wells and spripgs)idted.

Existing environmental designatiofiseNeighbourhoodArea is situated ifational Character Areas

93 and 94. There areld.isted Buildingand other structures, on&cheduled Monumerand 12
significant historical or archaeological site records in#ieestershire & Rutland Historic Environment
Recorddatabase. Natural England has mapped two areas of deciduous woodland, one traditional
orchard and one lowland meadow psority habitats No recent Phase 1 Habitat Survey has been
conducted.

burh-t T (@ld English) A fort enclosure; a farm with a palisade; a farm at, or belonging to, or whi
is, a fortification, fortified house, or manor house.

de Noveray (family name, Norman French, 1261). There were still Noverays in this part of the
County in the 18 century

Historical environmenBurton Overy parish includes habitation evidence dating from Roman and
RomaneBritish times (Gartree Road and settlement). Since the end of the Roman period iARbout
410, occupation invhat is nowthe NeighbourhoodArea may well have been continuous, or was the
result of 8-century resettlement by Angk$axons moving northwest from East Anglia and up the
Wellandvalley.

The medieval period was one of growth and contraction, with several manors and ownerships. Traces
of the medieval open fields are evident in the considerable ridge and furrow remaining in the parish,
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and medieval village earthworks (Including the Scheduled Monument) indicate apparent remains from
the Noveray Manor gardens and abandoned parts of the medieval settlemeninéacer to the
stream); a number of present houses dating from 1/ and 18" centuries incorporate reised
timbers from earliestructures.

Unusually for Leicestershire, the Enclosure (1766) of Burton Overy rationalised ownership among a
relatively large number of landowners, resulting in modest fields and helping to explain the continuing
local family dominance of the farming in the parisiih s positive impacts on the environment (see
faz2 oSt 2 ¢ tpdncigakeSnobl) hdbaek @rgely agricultural throughout its history,

though in thel9" century some villagers worked at home in textdkated trades.

Natural environmentopographically, the parish is shaped by the relatively stespilyg land of the
eastern slope of the Senballey. This aspect, together with the land use histavhich has produced

an abundance of excellent hedges and grassland manageddiiie ¢ means that, despite a relative
paucity of woodland, the parish has fairly good biodiversity. It includes small pockets of wetland and
riverine habitat. It incorporates two principal brooks and, at its southwestern edge, a stretch of the
Grand Uion Canal. Farming is mixed, with the bulk of acreage laid to pasture (including many old
pastures and a number of floogdeadows).

The special character of Burton OvBryrton Overy is a small village that, extraordinarily, retains its
rural character, open countryside setting, uninterrupted and extensive views in all directions, and
largely intact medieval layout, despite proximity to the greater Leicester area. Shapa a (2 LJ2 31
lack of main roads and modern and historical agricultural economy, including unusually dispersed land
ownership pre and postEnclosures and a still remarkable number of working family farms, are
respansible for its exceptional landscape. Moreover, there is a continued presence of farmed
agricultural land within the village itself. The particular relationships of the village to the farmed
landscape within and around |t are fundamental to Burton Overy's precious character and
FGGNF OGAGSYySaa a | LXIOS G2 tA0S® ¢KS LI NR &K
small fields, numerous hedgerows, riverine habitat and good biodiversity, alongside a Scheduled
Monument, visible traces f SRA SOl t aSié it SYSyid IyR SEGSy&aArgds
size and continuingly strong sense of identity have also produced an outstanding contemporary
community spirit. Theseelements,combinedwith locally collected oral histories of place, buildings

and people, make Burton Overy simultaneously characteristic of agricultural southeast Leicestershire
and vitally unique.

Environmental Inventory

An environmental inventory (see supporting information) of all undeveloped land in Burton Overy was
carried out during Septembé&tovember 2016. The work comprised t&®ements:

1 Review of all existing designations and available informeatidn
1 Fieldwork to identify sites and features of natural and historical environment significance in
the context of theNeighbourhoodrea.

The review compiled information from many sources, including DEFRA, N&wgénd, Historic
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England, Leicestershire & Rutland Historic EnvironnRetords, Leicestershire & Rutland
Environmental Record Centre records (biodiversity ggadogy including Phase | habitat survgys
EnvironmentAgency, British Geologic8urvey,old maps (Ordnance Survawanuscript), British
HistoryOnline,local history and archaeologyblicationsand localknowledge.

Thefieldworkto gather the necessary supporting evidence was conducted between September and
December 2016. All accessible open land inNB&ghbourhoodArea was visited and its significant
species, habitats, landscape characteristics, earthworks and other extant features were recorded on a
site-by-site basis.

These data, along with all relevant sggecific data from the existing information review, were
mapped and tabulatedf the approximately 182 inventoried parcels of undeveloped or open land in
the parish, some 112 were identified as having environmental (natural, historical and/or cultural)
features The sites were scored, using the nine criteria for Local Green Space designation outlined in
the National Planning Policy Framework 2@BZseebelowfor the criteria and scoring systatavised

for this Pla) and allocated t@ppropriatecategories for protection or notification under policies in

the Plan. The full inventory, giving the detailed evidence for identifying Local Green Spaces (and other
environmentally significant siteformsAppendix 3.

INVENTORY SCORING SYSTEM
Criteria (NPPF 224) Score range Notes

ACCESSIBILITY 0 e.g. private, no access @yould be made accessilije

accessed via PRoyVully open to the public (4)

PROXIMITY / LOCAL 0 Distant (O)--fairly near to--- adjoins (3) or is within («
settlement
BOUNDED 0 Individual parcel of lan@hot an undefined or large

area)

SPECIAL TO COMMUNITY 0 Opinion of local people via questionnaire or at

consultation events
RECREATIONAL / EDUCATI 0
USE

Actual or potential, informal sports, dogalking,
Forest School ussformal or official open space, etc

BEAUTY (including views) 0 Subjective, relative (give justification); use consulta
map results
TRANQULTY 0 Subjective, relative (give justification)

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE O Extantvisible evidence. Number of
periods/features/records etc. / Relevant existing

designations (Historic Environment Records)

WILDLIFE SIGNIFICANCE, 0
GEOLOGY

Richness of species and habitats (Priority (BAP) sp
Priority habitats) / relevargxisting designations
(Habitat Survey, Local Wildlife Sites / site of
geological/industrial history significance

[Maximum possible score]
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Local Green Spaces

Six sitesare designated as Local Green Spaces (LGS). The list includes five sites entirelyyor partiall
alreadyproposedby Harborough District Coun@@pen Spaces audit, 2016y designation as LGS.
Three(evidence, Appendix)4core at least 24/32 (75%) using the LGS eligibility criteria and scoring
methodology used for thiglan (seeAppendix § the other threewere included for consistency with

the emerging 2012031Local Planwhich was Adopted in April 2019, and which recognises all six of
the 2018 Burton Ovg NP LGS designations. This NP Renakes no changes to the list.

z

Statutory protection ensuggl K & 0 KS&S Y2ad AYLRNIFyd LIX I OSa
environment are protecteébr future generations

Figire 4: Local Green Spaces

@er,vfn copyright and ddﬁbase right. "‘III rights reserved f,ACﬂDDDBZTSH) 2024 Cont#i}}.'s"@& data © Crown copyrigﬁﬁ‘l andnatahg,s’é right 2024
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POLICY ENV 1: LOCAL GREEN SPA@GH&mMent proposals that would result in the loss of, or have
an adverse effect on, the following Local Green Spaces (locations, Figure 4; evidence, Appendix 4) wil
not be permitted, other than in very special circuamstes.

WCAAK LJ2Yy Ra refekefcenBniber@46)y @Sy (G 2 NB
Spring Fieldp@sturelandeast of Scotland Lane) (143) (also as HDC LGS BO2)

yl1ad8 CAStR oWalAy {GNBSOH tFaddz2NEQO FyR @SNHS
Main Stree{ LAYy S@& o6t SNNEQaov 6mnt0O 6F&a 15/ [D{ .hko
Strip of Land along the front of the Old Heather Garden (165) (as HDC LGS BO7)
Traffic Island bearing the village sign (999) (as HDC LGS BO/6)

Note: Three further HDC 2015 Local Green Space designations were not included in the Made NP anc
have not been confirmed as Local Green Spaces in the30lldacal Plan (2019) or by being shown

on the interactive Local Plan Policies Map; their protectieimportant Open Spaces, is covered in

this Review NP under Policy ENV 2.

Important Open Spaces (Open Space, Sport & Recreation sites)

Agroupof sitesscoredhighly(see Appendix 8) the Made NRor their recreationaandcommunityvalue.
Theywere identifiedin communityconsultationsandfieldwork,andin parishrecords.The Made NP
included no policy for these sites but having regard for paragrapmiBe December 202National

Planning Policy Framework, this NP Review has taken a more targeted approach to identifying open
spaces whose characteristics and values coincide with those of one or more of the Open Space, Sport
& Recreation typologies used by HOPgn Spaces Strategy, March 2021

The value of all these sites as open spaces within and close Willéigeand/or their current, or
potential, value, as community resources are recognised in Policy ENV 2. The policy adds local detai
to, and is in conformity with, HDC Policy G12.

POLICENV2: IMPORTANDPENSPACESThefollowingopenspacedFigure5, details Appendix 3]

are of highlocal value forsport, recreation, function and/or amenity. Development proposals that
result in their loss, or have a significant adverse effect on them, will not be supported unless the open
space is replaced by at least equivalent provision in an equally suitablenipocatunless it can be
demonstrated that the open space is no longer required by the community.

St Andrewsghurchyard(Inventory ref 174) (HDC Open Space #3456 in typBloggl Grounyl
Traffic island, Bell Lane (Local Green Space #LGS/BO/4 @p&dilSpaces audit)

Scotland Thicket (146)

Millennium Wood (160)

Commemorative oak and roadside verge, Washbrook Lane

b20SY F2dzNJ WAYLRZNIIFYG 2LISy aLl OS & QDesigh Cidésanda | R ¢
Guidancereport supporting this NP Review (033 Scotland Meadow, 058 Little Eason, 157 Springs

Corner, 158 Wooden Bridge Meadow) do not meet the criteria for OSSR designation. They are

identified and protected more appropriately under Policies ENV3, 4 and 5Rethéw Plan.
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Figure 5: Important Open Spaces (Open Space, Sport & Recreation sites)
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Sites of Natural Environmeggnificance

A number of sites in the Neighbourhood Area are important for wildlife (biodiversity). The features and
designations for which they have been identifemprise a) statutorily protected sites, b) those
where priority habitatsand NationaForest Inventorgites occu(Natural England mapping); c) sites
identified as ecologically significant by Leicestershire County Council, including Local Wildlife Sites, anc
d) sites identified during the preparation of tN€as being significant for biodiversity in the context
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of the Neighbourhood AreaFigure 6 is annotated with parcel numbers and Local Wildlife Site
references to provide crodd S F SNBy O0Sa (2 GKS Ay@Syid2NE o! LILISY
significance can be found. The latset (locallysignificant site)ncludesmost of theparcels of land
(including their boundary hedges and margwhich, thanks largely to farms in the Neighbourhood
Area remaining in local ownership or tenancy, are currently still pastoral (cattle and sheep) or mixed.
As a reslt, the number of species permanently or regulaglying on these sitds important bothfor

local biodiversity and f@roviding ébenchmark against which any proposals for delivering biodiversity

net gain wilheed tobe measured.

Figure6: Sites of Natural Environment significance
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Residents value this richness of wildlife, both for its intrinsic contribution to national biodiversity and
as an important defining character of the local landscape and environRaicly ENV 3 delivers locally
detailed, sitespecific compliance in the Neighbourhood Area whih relevant EDC policies, the
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Wildlife & Countryside Act 1981 (as amended) and the Natural Environment and Rural Communities
Act 2006, the Wildlife & Countryside Act 1981 (as amended), the Natural Environment and Rural
Communities Act 2006, the Habitats and Species Regulation2Qd,7and the UK Environment Act
2021. It also refers to the DEF&édancef July 7, 2021 in respect of the use of biadiversity metric
approach for assessingrotectingand enhancinghe wildlife value of development sites.

POLICY ENV 3: SITES AND FEATURES OF NATURAL ENVIRONMENT SIBiEISIteANDH
features mapped here (Figure 6; details in Appendix 3) have been identified as being of at least local
significance for the natural environment. They are ecologicallyriergadn their own right, and are

locally valued. Development proposals affecting them will only be supported if the value of the
development can be shown to outweigh the biodiversity significance of the site, and they will be
required to include evidendeased, measurable proposals for delivetdmgdiversity net gaimat a
minimum of 10%. using the appropriatetricfor the scale of the development.

If significant harm to biodiversity cannot be avoided (through relocating to an alternative site with
less harmful impacts), adequately mitigated by net gain as above, or compensated for, planning
permission should be refused, having regard for paragr@ph af the National Planning Policy
Framework, December 2024.

Biodiversity andHabitat Connectivity across the Neighbourhood
Area

Wildlife, both habitats and species, is of great importance for many reasons; it is valuable in its own
right, and people takgreat pleasure from thriving natural surroundings. Weittioning ecosystems
are vital for a healthy environment and contribute to physical and mental health and wellbeing.

Leicestershire is one of the least wooded counties in England, so the conservation of existing trees and
woodland and planting of new is an important factor for protecting and enhancing the natural
environment. Burton Overy is a poorly wooded parish @veamparison with the rest of the County,
GAUK FTS6 AYLRNIIY(G AYRAGARdzZ £ 2NJ ANRdzLJA 2F YI {
05a0Q AyOfdzZRS a0NBlI YaARS ¢22RfFyR a0NALAZ |
plantings in the gaehs of larged 9" and 2¢" century houses, and plantings associated with the A6
road screening. One area of new woodland, of which half is in the parish, has receraitdeéshed.

Among the hedgerow trees (mostly ash and oak, probably dating from soon after the Enclosure of
1766) are a number designated as Local Wildlife Sites in the Leicestershire Environmental Records
centre database (as mapped in Fig@yethey areA Y G NA Y AaA O O2YLRyYySyida 27F I
and important for local biodiversity.

In contrast tothe scarcity ofwoodland, farmland hedgerows of biodiversity and landscape value
survive well in the parish, probably for reasons connected with land use and ownership history
(including the date (1766) and method of the Enclosure of the old open fields). Farms inCertpn
are typically still locally owned and more diversified than those in some neighbouring parishes, and
hedges are a particularly important and characteristic environmental feature that is both valued by the
community andsupported by local farmers. TIN® Reviewecognises that the survival of farmland
hedgerows in Burton Overy is highly significant for landscape and biodiversity ggabethand
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district levels Figure 71 maps the most speciegch and historic hedgerows in the parish; some are
designated as Local Wildlife Sites in the Leicestershire Environmental Records Centre database.

Figure 7.1: Speciedlh OK | Y Rk 2 ND"W| Figure 7.2: Bat location records, all species
century) farmland hedgerows Source: Leicestershire Environmental Records Ce

'

Burton Overys recorded as havirgg least 4the 17 speciesf batsoccurring in Britain recordeéigure

7.2). The statutorily protected status of bats in England meansattexitionmust be paidhe planning

system when policies are applied strategically and to proposals in the Neighbourhood Area. All new
development proposals, and changes to existing infrastructure requiring planning consent, should
treat bat protection and conservation as a eval consideration.

Connectivity is an essential component of biodiversity. Isolated populations of animals and plants are
Fd NRA&] 2F RSAGNHzZOGA2Yy 2NJ 27F  a-sovirelft popultoisiagdd 2 o
habitats within parishes and more widefhere are also pockets of habitat which, with the streams

by which they are often situated, form wildlife corridors, providing species and habitat connectivity
through the parish and into the villag@&/ildlife corridors providing this connectivity along the two

main watercourses and the northwest parish boundary are identified ilNghiRevievand mapped in

Hgure 7.3.

While plicy EN\B delivers sitespecific compliance in thiéeighbourhoodArea withthe relevantHDC

policies, the Wildlife & Countryside Act 1981 (as amended), the Natural Environment and Rural
Communities Act 2006, the Habitats and Species Regulation2@02and the UK Environment Act

2021, this policy (ENV 4) does the same for strategic planrdrfgtare development proposals across

the Neighbourhoodrea. It also refers to the DEFR#idanceof July 7, 2021, in respect of the use of

the biodiversiy metricapproach to assessing the value of a development site to wilthiéepolicy is
explicitly supported bMPPKEDecember 2024) paragraphs 187 (a) and (d), 188 and 192, and on 193(a),
2y G6KAOK GKAA L}t AOdaHezommaniNFiso/edpecisall plahnMd dtrétegies) & S
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proposals and decisions affecting tReighbourhoodArea to comply with the requirements of the
Climate Change A2008, to follow the spirit of th€aris Agreemenr(UK ratification 2017) and the
I Y @R3year environment plan (2018nd to plan fobiodiversity net gaithrough the mechanisms

described in thé&nvironment Act 2024nd specified in national Planning Practice Guidance

Figure 73: Wildlife corridors

Biodiversity sites for which the corridors provide connectivity

A
N
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POLICY ENV 4: BIODIVERSITY AND HABITAT CONNEOTéWI Tévelopment proposals wik
expectedto safeguarchabitatsand species across the Neighbourhood Aiealudingthoseof local
significanceandto deliver biodiversity net gain. If significant harm to biodiversity cannot be avoided
(through relocatingo analternativesitewith lessharmfulimpacts) adequatelymitigated,or dealtwith
through onsite or offsite enhancement (via biodiversity net gain at 10%) or compensation, planning
permission should be refused, in conformity wadragraph 193(a) of tidPPFDecember 2024.

Development proposals that adversely affect trees, woodland and hedges (Figures 6 and 7.1) of
environmental (biodiversity, historical, arboricultural) significance, or of landscape or amenity value,
will be resisted. New development should be designecetainr such trees and hedges wherever
possible. Where destruction cannot be avoided, developers will be required to deliver 10% biodiversity
net gain by planting replacement trees and/or hedges on site or by providing compensatory planting
elsewhere in theNeighbourhood Area. Compensatory plantings should be of native or suitable
exotic/ornamental species and should take account of current best practice regarding plant disease
control and aftercare.

To comply with current legislation and guidance, all development proposals in the Neighbourhood
Area should take account of the possibility of bats, their roosts and commuting and foraging habitats,
in and adjacent to the development site. Tsépuld:

1 in knownbat habitatareas,not incorporateexterior artificial lighting (on buildingsor open
areas) unlesdemonstrably essential

1 inknown or potentiabat habitat areasnot removetrees unless demonstrabgssential

in all locations, apply mitigation methods in the design and location of artificial lighitag
current best practice in respect of dark buffers, illuminance levels, zonation, luminaire
specificationsgurfewtimes, site configuration argtreening

1 in all locations,incorporateintegral or externalbat boxesin an agreedratio of boxesto
numberof buildingsor site size.

Development in the Neighbourhood Area will be expected to protect and enhance the identified
wildlife corridors (Figure 7.3) and other potential habitat links. It should not create barriers to the
permeability of thdandscape for wildlife in general, or result in the fragmentation of populations of
species of conservation concern.

Sites of Historic Environment Significance

Burton Overys recognised by historians as being a particularlypretierved example of a medieval
settlement plan in itsagricultural countryside setting. The historical environment of the whole
Neighbourhood Area therefore plagssignificant part in definirtpe villag®2a & LISOA L f OKI N

A number of sites in the Neighbourhood Area are important for (at least local) heritage and history.
They comprise sites and features of relevandéRpolicies in the Leicestershire Historic Environment
Record (HER) and Historic England databases, and a further set identified (from fieldwork and local
history publications and knowledge) in the preparation of the Plan. The (fgpres 8.1 and 8)2

show their locations.
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POLICY ENV 5: SITES OF HISTORIC ENVIRONMENT SIGNiEISi#eN @apped in Figures 8.1 and

8.2 (details in Appendix Bicluding Leicestershire Historic Environment Record numbers as mapped)
are of at least local significance for their historical features. The features are extant and have visible
expression or there is proven buried archaeology on the site, and theyaltg i@lued. Development
proposals adversely affecting them will only be supported if the benefits of the development can be
shown to outweigh the value of the heritage assets.

Figure 8.1: Sites of Historic Environment Figure 8.2Sites of Historic Environme8inificance
Significance;entral area Neighbourhood Area

Ridge andrurrow

A characteristic and important featuirethe historic environmendf Burton Overy is the survival of a
number of good quality areas of ridge and furrow in the modern fiBlidge and furrow is a special
class of heritage asset whose protection through the planning system warrants a separate policy from
that for other sites with historic significance.

The historicaPr NAa K 2F . dzNIi2y h@SNERI gA0GK (GKS @Attt 3S
system for nearly a thousand years, from its establishment in the Early Medieval Period until 1766, the
date of itsEnclosure AwardLike most townships (parishes) Burton Overy had three open fields.
Cultivationg arable crops and pasturagewas rotated on a-§year basis and the land was managed
communally. Ploughing was by oxen; the medieval plough was not reversible, meaning that as the
plough team progressed up amidwn the furlongs the soil was always thrown to the same side,
forming ridges and furrows with a height difference of up to 2 metres. Aftet#66Enclosure, the
FAStRAa 6SNB &adzoRAGARSR |yR Ffy2ald Lttt 6SNB O2
the features of the medieval farmed landscape, including the furlongs, headlands, sikaslksd
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